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Council's 
'problem' 
land set 
to be sold 

FIVE acres of‘problem’ land 
is set to be sold off and could 
be redeveloped into new 
homes to save money on 
cleaning up rubbish and pre¬ 
venting anti-social behav¬ 
iour. 

The open land, called Hall 
Lane Park in Tipton, could 
soon be sold on the open 
market to potential develop¬ 
ers. The move was due to be 
given the nod at a meeting at 
Sandwell Council on 
Wednesday. 

Formerly home to a num¬ 
ber of houses, the land is still 
owned by the borough coun¬ 
cil which is responsible for 
its upkeep, but has been 
identified as ‘low value’ and 
Tow quality’. 

The land now falls foul of 
fly-tippers, and those tether¬ 
ing horses without permis¬ 
sion. Councillor Mahboob 
Hussain, the local author¬ 
ity’s cabinet member for 
land management, said: 
sting the council quite a lot. 

“People have been 
dumping rubbish, there’s 
been an anti-social behav¬ 
iour problem.People will use 
it of course, but it has been a 
problem area.” 

A report which went 
before the council’s asset 
management and land dis¬ 
posal cabinet committee 
states that The Lost City 
Tenants and Residents 
Association for the area had 
expressed an interest in 
taking control and mainte¬ 
nance of the space. 

Crews battle 
factory fire 

FIREFIGHTERS spent 
more than three hours bat¬ 
tling a blaze at a factory 
unit - started by a piece of 
hot machinery. 

Britmet Tileform in 
Coneygre Industrial Estate 
in Tipton had only closed 
half an hour before a fire was 
spotted from the firm’s unit 
at 6.30pm last night. 

Fire crews forced entry to 
the roofing material manu¬ 
facturer’s plant to tackle the 
blaze. Production manager, 
Darren Johnson said: “The 
damage is mainly cosmetic. 
We will be back up and 
running before Christmas.” 


Festive spirit abounds as Elsie gets special boost 



Elsie Thickett, centre, is presented with her hamper 


A COMMUNITY has rallied 
round and collected hundreds of 
pounds for a pensioner who had 
her purse stolen. 

Elsie Thickett was targeted by 
thieves at Card Factory in Wednes- 
bury last week. 

And now generous well-wishers 
have collected more than £200 and a 
gift hamper for the 84-year-old. 

Mrs Thickett, who is a carer for her 
brother, was out doing Christmas 
shopping in the town when thieves 
struck last Monday at the shop on 
Union Street. 


She said: “I had just gone into the 
card shop in Union Street. I was in the 
queue to pay and I went to get my 
purse and the zip was open on my bag 
and my purse was gone.” 

The community heard about Elsie’s 
plight after she informed ward coun¬ 
cillor Elaine Costigan who helped 
organise a collection and has been 
bowled over with the response. Coun¬ 
cillor Costigan said: “We have raised 
over £240 in 48 hours and a hamper.” 

Donations were handed in to Coun¬ 
cillor Costigan at Wednesbury Library 
on Saturday, and as well as cash, Mrs 


Thickett also has meal vouchers for 
local eateries. 

Mrs Thickett was presented with 
the donations at Wednesbury Town 
Hall on Tuesday and added: “This is 
real community spirit.” 

The pensioner was one of three 
people targeted in the same morning. 
Councillor Costigan said that people 
should keep their valuables close to 
their person and remain alert at all 
times. 

She said: “I’m calling for more 
police in Wednesbury town centre at 
the moment. Purse snatching is rife.” 


ANNEUESE ADDS UP 
TO A TOP CHRISTMAS 


ONE FAMILY in Sandwell have got it 
all figured out for Christmas after 
their latest addition proved to have 
perfect timing. 

Anneliese Clare Lambert was born at just over 
81b at 9.10pm on December 11, 2013, so she has 
the numbers 8, 9,10,11,12 and 13 in numerical 
order associated with her birth. 


Although they were aware 
of the significance of the 
date, proud parents Cindy 
Richards and Jack Lambert 
did not realise what had hap¬ 
pened at first until a midwife 
pointed out her time of 
arrival and the sequence of 
the numbers. 

“It’s incredible,” said Mr 
Lambert of California Road, 
Tividale. 

“I thought she was born at 
9.12pm but the midwife said 
the time of birth is when the 
head comes out which was 
9.10pm, which makes the 
number sequence longer,” 
he said. 

The couple had been 
hoping that Anneliese would 
make her big arrival before 
Miss Richards’ 24th birth¬ 
day which was on Monday. 

“We were really pleased 
when she was born on 
December 11 and her birth 
date is very special. She’s a 
beautiful baby,” said Mr 
Lambert, aged 25. 

Anneliese, born at Rus- 


by Heather Large 


sells Hall Hospital in Dudley, 
has a five-year-old brother 
Tyler and a sister, Tiffanie, 
four who are delighted to 
have a younger sister. 

Their proud grandmother 
Barbara King, who lives in 
Walsall, said she was 
shocked when she found out 
the number sequence: “It 
was amazing when we 
realised, I couldn’t believe it. 

The newborn’s date of 
birth was also special 
because December 11, 2013 
or 11/12/13, was the last date 
this century with three con¬ 
secutive numbers. There are 
only a handful of them every 
100 years. 

The next time a consecu¬ 
tive date will occur in the 
calendar is on February 1, 
2103, or 1/02/03. The last 
two consecutive days were 
November 10, 2012 or 

10/11/12 and October 9, 
2011 or 9/10/11. 



Parents Jack Lambert and Cindy Richards, with Anneliese Clare, her brother Tyler, aged five, and Tiffanie, four 


Delays due 
as works 
to go on 
at centre 

DRIVERS face weeks of 
delays after roadworks due 
to last just eight days will 
continue into the new year, 
it has emerged. 

The underpass at the A41 
Expressway in West Brom¬ 
wich was originally due to be 
closed for just over a week 
when repair work started 
last Monday, but work will 
continue. 

The £25 million road at 
the gateway to the town 
centre, which was only com¬ 
pleted last November, may 
now not reopen until Janu¬ 
ary due to defects in the road 
surface. At the start of this 
month engineers moved in 
to carry out inspections on 
the road’s surface, after 
water began seeping thro¬ 
ugh the central barriers. 

Councillor Maria Cromp¬ 
ton, Sandwell Council’s 
cabinet member for high¬ 
ways and environment said 
today: “It is believed that 
water coming up from a 
spring or water source has 
damaged the road surface. 

“It was noticed that water 
was coming up through the 
barrier in the middle of the 
road, so they have taken the 
road surface off to inspect 
what lies underneath.” 

Work on the project was 
funded by the Department 
of Transport and supermar¬ 
ket giant Tesco, and was 
meant to improve the flow of 
traffic into the New Square 
shopping centre. 

Batter offer 
for Yuletide 

AN AWARD-winning fish 
and chip shop has got in to 
the Christmas spirit and 
become an internet hit with 
their own version of the 12 
days of Christmas. 

To celebrate their success, 
Chamberlain’s Fish and 
Chip Shop staff wear Santa 
hats and sing the famous 
Christmas tune, with a few 
changed words. 

A Tenner-tastic Tuesday 
offer for Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve means cus¬ 
tomers can choose from 12 
different items for £5 each. 
To see the video visit www. 
youtube.com/watch?v=S 
QhmPszT4Rk#t= 19 
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Delight on the cards for young Oliver 



ONE little boy is celebrating an 
extra-special Christmas this year 
after winning the Sandwell 
Chronicle Christmas Card Com¬ 
petition. published on Thursday 
24th October. 

The competition featured first 
in the edition of the Chronicle 
which came out on Thursday 
October 24, and was run in con¬ 
junction with St Mary Magdalene 
C of E Primary School based in 


Stanway Road, West Bromwich, 
B71 IRE 

Altogether 48 children 
designed individual cards that 
were printed in the newspaper 
and Chronicle readers voted for 
their favourite design. 

Each card was kindly sponsored 
by a local business within the 
Sandwell area and the Chronicle 
received hundreds of votes, but 
the eventual winner was Oliver 


Lewin, whose card was sponsored 
by Sandwell Stone & Fencing Sup¬ 
plies based in Oldbury. 

As his prize, Oliver was given 25 
printed Christmas Cards to send 
to his friends and family and the 
school received a £50 cheque. 

• Oliver is seen receiving a 
framed photo of his winning 
design, along with his Year 2 
teacher Miss Scott, left and his 
mum Lisa Lewin. 


Chief seeks explanation 
for rise in rent arrears 


SANDWELL’S finance boss has ordered a 
report into why residents are falling behind 
with rent as arrears hit more than £2.6 million. 

Councillor Steve Eling said he wants to get ‘under 
the skin’ of why the situation is so bad in the bor-ough. 
Latest figures show that the council has £2.626m of 
rent arrears - an increase of 43 per cent on the same 


Building 
up young 
careers 

SCHOOL pupils have been 
given an insight into careers 
and education in the con¬ 
struction industry. 

Nearly 30 year 10 and 11 
upils from Great Barr 
chool, as well those from 
Hunter Hill School in 
Bromsgrove and the Har- 
borne Academy, tried their 
hand at plumbing, plaster¬ 
ing, painting and decorating 
and carpentry, as well as 
being given an overview of 
what careers are available 
on a visit to the Birmingham 
Metropolitan College. 

Sue Timms, head of school 
services, said: “Through our 
close links with local schools 
we offer taster sessions for 
year 10 and 11 pupils which 
are hea-ded up by our lectur¬ 
ers, most of whom have first¬ 
hand experience of working 
in the construction indus¬ 
try.” 

Mason Tennant, 15 and 
from Great Barr, said: “I 
really want to look at becom¬ 
ing an apprentice with a con¬ 
struction company It’s what 
my grandad did, and my 
dad. ” 

Steve Shipton, work 
related learning manager at 
Great Barr School, added: 
“Our pupils enjoyed the 
taster sessions and I’m sure 
some will choose to study 
construction when they 
leave school.” 


period in 2012. 

An update on the council’s 
current rent arrears and the 
impact of housing benefit 
reforms is due to be received 
by Councillor Eling today, 
Thursday 

However, the cabinet 
member for strategic resour¬ 
ces has said he would like 
officers to delve deeper into 
the root causes behind the 
problem and will ask for a 
further report to be drawn 
up. He said: “I want to get 
under the skin of what the 
situation is with rent 
arrears and the bedroom tax 
is part of that, but not the 
totality of it. 

“I asked for this a month 
ago on the back of the fact 
that rent arrears have 
increased in Sandwell and 
wanted to see if we could 
find out the reasons for that. 

Situation 

“Clearly bedroom tax is 
one of those, but I want to 
better understand what the 
other issues are that have 
made the rent arrears worse 
this year than last year. 

“The economic situation 
last year wasn’t very good so 
it’s not as though we have 
plunged. I want to know 
what is going on.” 

The latest report states 
there has been an increase in 
both the level and number of 
properties in arrears com¬ 
pared to last year. Figures 
also show that halfway 
through the last year there 
were 9,942 properties in 
arrears - an increase of 
2,752 compared to 2012. 

Councillor Eling added: 
“Part of what I want to 
understand is the reasons 
around households in multi¬ 
ple debt.” 


Emotional Deal for £10 winner 



Julie is told of her winnings after dedicating her experience to her late son Richard 


SHE did battle with the banker and away 
with just £10 - but a grandmother-of-two 
has admitted that appearing on TV game 
show Deal or No Deal had been an unforget¬ 
table experience. 

Julie Southall used her appearance on the 
programme to encourage more people to 
sign up to the organ donor register having 
dedicated her game to her late son Richard 
who died after being hit by a car in Witton 
Lane, West Bromwich, 20 years ago. 

The 11-year-old had carried an organ 
donor card and his organs were donated to 
save lives. The 55-year-old said: “We 
respected his wishes and donated, and he 
saved five people’s lives” 

Host Noel Edmonds added: “I think we 
should dedicate your game to Richard.” 

The fitness adviser, who works at Miss Fit 
Gym in Cannock, said she had wanted to win 
some cash to help her daughter Cathryn. 
She said she had been just eight when her 
brother died and helped care for her mother 
when she suffered shingles and lost her hair 
shortly after Richard’s death. 

After turning down two offers of £13,000, 
they dropped to £5,000 and £3,800, which 
she also refused to accept. But Box 13 turned 
out to be unlucky for her yielding just £10. 



Julie Southall with host Noel Edmonds 
after appearing on Deal or No Deal 


Teacher 
set fire to 
bin near 
doorway 

A TEACHER from Romania 
set light to a wheelie bin 
outside a house while chil¬ 
dren slept inside, a court was 
told. Petrisor-Vasile Naciu is 
now serving a one-year jail 
sentence after pushing the 
wheelie bin to the front door 
of the house in West Brom¬ 
wich and setting fire to its 
contents. 

Mr Alistair Redford, pros¬ 
ecuting, told Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court that Naciu 
who had lived in the UK 
since 2006, and had been 
living with Mihah Razwan 
Gutu and Monika Mak- 
owski and her three children 
in Oakwood Avenue. 

Mr Redford said Naciu 
had fallen out with Mr Gutu 
and moved out of the prop¬ 
erty in May this year, but on 
June 11 he returned. 

He said: “Miss Makowski 
was asleep in the house with 
two of her children when she 
was woken at about 3am by 
banging on the door. She 
looked out the window and 
saw the defendant.” 

He said Naciu took the 
wheelie bin to the front door 
and set it alight. Police put 
out the blaze. Officers then 
went to the property where 
Naciu had been living on 
Railway Street in West 
Bromwich, but he could not 
be found. He was arrested 
the next day at Luton 
Airport, the court heard. 

Mr Nick Smith, defend¬ 
ing, said: “He is very sorry 
for what has happened.” 

Nacui was jailed for 12 
months for arson, and given 
a one-month prison sen¬ 
tence to run concurrently 
for breach of a criminal dis¬ 
charge imposed for an 
earlier shoplifting charge. 
He was told he was liable for 
immediate deportation on 
sentence completion. 

Maternity 
vote boost 

MATERNITY services at 
the trust which looks after 
hospitals in Sandwell has 
been given a vote of confi¬ 
dence by its mothers. 

Those using maternity 
units run by Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals 
Trust have rated the service 
162.3 out of a possible 200 in 
a recent CQC survey. 

The questionnaire from 
the national health watch¬ 
dog asked new mothers to 
answer a series of different 
questions covering 20 topics, 
including communication 
with patients and partners, 
and compassion shown by 
staff. 
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Same-sex 
marriage 
sham man 
locked up 

A MARRIED father-of-two 
arranged a sham same-sex 
wedding with a Slovakian 
man in a ploy to stay in the 
UK after his visa ran out. 

Gurmail Joshan, aged 35, 
who has a wife and two chil¬ 
dren in India, booked the 
civil partnership ceremony 
to take place in Gretna 
Green in Scotland - famous 
for runaway weddings - four 
days in advance. 

But proceedings were 
brought to a halt when 
Home Office officials 
swooped on the register 
office and arrested both 
men. 

During the swoop they 
also found one of the 
wedding witnesses holding 
Joshan’s bank card and an 
envelope containing £1,000 
in cash, a court heard. 

Joshan was handed a 12- 
month prison term at 
Wolverhampton Crown 
Court by a judge who said he 
wanted to set an example. 

Sentencing him, Judge 
Michael Challinor said: 
“People must understand 
that if they enter into sham 
marriages for the purpose 
you did that they will go to 
prison.” 

He added: “It was a rela¬ 
tively unsophisticated oper¬ 
ation. Your motive was not 
to commit associated crime 
but was for economic 
reasons.” 

Suspicions had first been 
raised because Joshan, of 
New Street, West Bromwich, 
had previously arranged 
three separate marriages for 
himself. Joshan pleaded 
guilty to a single charge of 
assisting unlawful immigra¬ 
tion to a member state. 

imam given 
police praise 

THE LEADER of a mosque 
targeted by terrorist Pavlo 
Lapshyn has been recog¬ 
nised with an award from 
West Midlands Police his 
calming influence during 
challenging times for the 
country. 

Imam Ghulam Rasool, 
from Tipton’s Kanzul Iman 
Central Jamia Mosque was 
also recognised for his role 
during English Defence 
League demonstrations in 
Sandwell, when he acted as 
link between police and the 
local Islamic community. 

He was one of 25 recipients 
recognised, and picked up 
the contribution to social 
cohesion honour at the first 
awards of the West Midlands 
Association of Muslim Police. 


Celebrations as £8.8m school building opens 



Principle Ruth Leask with pupils Nadeem 
Muflihi and Keshef Maqsood at the opening 


HAVING already helped to ‘drastically’ 
improve attendance and behaviour, pupils 
have officially opened their new £8.8 million 
school building. 

Children at Shireland Hall Primary 
Academy in Smethwick cut the ribbon on 
their new building in front of staff, parents 
and dignitaries and partners from across 
the country. 

It boasts improved indoor and outdoors 
areas, flexible learning spaces, a roof 
garden, nature trail and multi-use sports 
area among a host of other features. 

It opened its doors in September and was 
officially opened on Friday. Principal Ruth 


Leask said: “It is a phenomenal building. We 
went from a very small 70s-built school that 
was falling apart to this really big, bright, 
great-use-of-light building. Our attendance 
has risen dramatically, the behaviour is phe¬ 
nomenal throughout the school - someone 
from our academy trust commented this 
week that every child is on task. 

“When the children first came in you 
could see they were almost overwhelmed 
from what they had previously, and then 
they just got on with it really. It really has 
been a really fantastic term, probably the 
best of my career in terms of pupils’ out¬ 
comes.” 


The children hosted the official opening 
day, having done everything from baking 
cakes to making a special video, and the 
school’s choir even sang a song specifically 
for the opening. 

The building, which took 10 months to 
construct, was three years in the planning 
before ground was broken. It was opened to 
pupils and staff in September, celebrated 
with a series of Roald Dahl-inspired activi¬ 
ties. Not only has it helped to improve pupil 
attainment and attendance, but it also 
increased the school’s intake from one-and- 
a-half forms to three. The school itself con¬ 
verted to an academy in the autumn. 


Seven are handed jail terms 
after violence at edl rally 


IT WAS supposed to be a peaceful demonstration, 
but when the EDL held a rally in the Black Country, 
fireworks and planks of wood were thrown, injuring 
police officers and protesters. 

A string of yobs involved in the violence have been hauled 
before the courts and another seven men are now behind bars 
for their part in the trouble on September 29 last year. 


Mark Baker, of Pleck; Stephen 
Bennett, of Palfrey; Kirk Reeves, 
of Swadlincote; Leslie Silk, of 
Bristol; Peter Kirkham, of 
Dudley; Craig Forward, of 
Tipton, and Myles Smith, of 
Leeds, were all jailed on Monday. 

Forward, of Neptune Street, 
Tipton, was handed the longest 
prison sentence and was locked 
up for 25 months. Mr Bennett 
said 38-year-old Forward had 
thrown a three-foot-long piece of 
wood towards police. 

In mitigation, Mr Ben Nicholls 
said his client did not have a 
racist attitude. 

Covered 

Speaking about Smith’s part in 
the disorder, Mr Bennett said 
that he targeted two police dogs. 
The court heard that Smith, aged 
39, of Parkway Towers, Leeds, 
also had his face covered by a 
scarf at times. He was jailed for 
two years. 

Representing him, Ms Lindsey 
Lobley said he accepted the inci¬ 
dent was ‘stupid’ and ‘senseless’. 
Mr Bennett told the court 44- 
year-old Baker, of Horseshoe 
Close, Pleck was described by 
police as being ‘extremely 
worked up and angry’. 

Defending Baker, Mr Stephen 
Cadwaladr said his client did not 
use physical violence and did not 
chant ‘hate language’. Baker was 
jailed for 21 months. 

Stephen Bennett, 23, of Milton 
Street, Palfrey, was described by 
police as ‘standing on a bench 
throwing at least four objects into 
the police line’. 

Defending Bennett, Mr 
Christopher O’Gorman said his 
client had no previous convic¬ 
tions. He is now in employment 


by Kirsten Rawlins 

and engaged to be married. 
Bennett was sentenced to 20 
months. 

Prosecutor Mr Bennett said 
Reeves, aged 40, of Colliery Road, 
Swadlincote became involved 
‘when he received a lump to the 
back of his head’. As a result, 
Reeves then ‘punched and kicked 
against the police shields’. He is 
currently serving an 18-month 
jail term for burglary. 

Defending Reeves, Mr David 
Munro said his client said he had 
been struck with a police baton. 
He was jailed for 18 months to be 
completed after his current sen¬ 
tence. 

Silk, meanwhile, of Gatcombe 
Road, Bristol, was seen chanting 
as others had to be pushed back 
by police, the court heard. The 
37-year-old claimed he was trying 
to protect a child that had fallen 
over. He was jailed for 15 months. 

Kirkham, aged 30, of New 
Rowley Road, Dudley, had 
‘lunged’ at an officer and grabbed 
his truncheon, Mr Bennett said. 
In mitigation, Mr Jas Mann said 
he did not hold racist views and 
had attended the march because 
his mother was going, but was 
now remorseful. 

Sentencing him to 14 months, 
Judge Webb said there was no evi¬ 
dence he had thrown anything or 
used force. 

The seven men had all previ¬ 
ously pleaded guilty to violent 
disorder. 

Gareth Ballan, 28, of Sil- 
verdale Place, Newton Aycliffe, 
also appeared to be sentenced for 
the same charge. His case was 
adjourned to January 13 at Birm¬ 
ingham Crown Court. 



Keith Stephenson gives his 100th pint of blood with Andrea Dancey, left and Faith Phillips at the Wesley Centre 


It’s in the blood for Keith’s generosity 


A PENSIONER has marked an unusual century - by 
donating his 100th pint of blood. 

Keith Stephenson, aged 72, of Hackwood Road, 
Wednesbury, marked the milestone when he donated 
another pint of blood at the town’s Wesley Centre. 

The retired jig borer, who once worked for Lucas 
Industries in Birmingham, said he had first been 
inspired to donate after his father Leonard needed a 
large transfusion after he suffered a burst ulcer in his 
intestine. That gift allowed him to recover and the 


former railway coach builder lived until he was 83. Mr 
Stephenson, himself a great-grandfather-of-five, said 
he believed it was important that he continued to give 
blood. He said he had been keeping up his visits to 
clinics since the 1960s. 

He added: “I’ve been doing it for years. It feels like 
I’ve always done it. I have never felt like it was a 
problem for me to continue doing it.” 

His step-daughter Deborah Barnard, a grand- 
mother-of-four, aged 45, added: “It’s a terrific effort.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Festive period bin 
collections times 

THE majority of Sandwell 
residents’ bin collections 
will be on their normal day 
over the Christmas and 
New Year holidays. The 
only changes will be for 
residents whose usual bin 
collections are on a 
Wednesday or a Thursday. 

Wednesday bin collec¬ 
tions that fall on Christ¬ 
mas Day and New Year’s 
Day will be collected on the 
following Saturdays, Dec¬ 
ember 28 and January 4. 
Meanwhile, Thursday bin 
collections that fall on 
Boxing Day will be col¬ 
lected on December 29. 

Residents are reminded 
that the fortnightly 
garden waste collection 
service has a two-week 
break between December 
23 and January 3. 

MPs back slogan 
in 35th milestone 

THE 35th anniversary of 
the iconic Dogs Trust 
slogan A Dog is for Life, 
Not Just for Christmas, 
has been marked at an 
event attended by MPs. 

Westminster hosted the 
event to raise awareness of 
the charity’s annual 
Christmas campaign. 

The phrase was coined 
in 1978 by the charity’s 
CEO, Clarissa Baldwin 
OBE, in a bid to highlight 
the issue of dogs being 
given as Christmas gifts. 

John Spellar, MP for 
Warley, said: ““A dog is a 
lifetime commitment and 
should never be bought on 
impulse as if it were a new 
television or a pair of 
shoes.” For details on the 
charity visit www.dogs 
trust.org.uk 

Out of work are 
less likely to drink 

WORKERS are much 
more likely to drink than 
those who are unem¬ 
ployed. 

UK data from the Office 
for National Statistics 
shows 65 per cent of 
workers surveyed in 2012 
had at least one drink in 
the previous week, com¬ 
pared to 48 per cent of 
those who not working. 

Overall, the number of 
people aged 16 and over 
who drink has been falling 
in recent years, according 
to the findings. 

Blackspot action 

AN ACCIDENT blackspot 
in Oldbury has been tar¬ 
geted by police to catch 
speeding motorists. Driv¬ 
ers flouting the speed limit 
at the junction of Wolver¬ 
hampton Road and Castle 
Road East during last 
week’s operation were 
handed £60 fines and 
points on their licence. 


BARGAIN BLINDS 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 



7 Vertical Blinds 
From £199 
Fully Fitted 
All Other Blinds 
Reduced 


VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VEL0X, PLEATED, PATIO 
AWNINGS AND CONTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & C0RVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 


FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 


Great Bridge 

tiles & bathrooms 


Huge range Of tiles in stock First Quality - No graded tiles 

www.tubsandtilesonline.co.uk 



Complete Shower 
Bath (P Shape or 
L Shape) inc 
Screen & Front 
Panel 


Only £199 


Saturn Furniture Pack 

Only £199 

including Dual flush 
concealed cistern and 
soft close seat 


Unit 4 Tinsley Street, off Whitehall Road, 

Great Bridge 

West Midlands DY4 7LH 


Telephone: 0121 448 3437 


EX-DISPLAY SALE 1/7 P|)|fF 

Kitchens | Bathrooms | Bedrooms ' " ' ^ “ 



10 REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE 
BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 

1 Family business established over 25 years 

2 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 

3 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements 

4 large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to choose from, 
but do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is right for you 

5 We project manage from start to finish 

6 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, including tiling, electrics, 
plumbing, building, plastering and even decorating 

7 All rubbish removed at the end of the project 

8 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

9 NICEIC Registered electricians 

10 Quality products at realistic prices 


The Home Improvement Specialists 



Was £2930 

Now £1450 

Fully fitted including Bed 


_ 

Established over 25 years 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

See our virtual showroom at www.idealhomecare.co.uk 

Christmas and New Year opening times 

Closed Mon 23rd, Tues 24th, Wed 25th and Thurs 26th December / Open Fri 27th and Sat 28th December 10-4pm 
Closed Mon 30th, Tues 31st and Wed 1st January then re open as normal 2nd January 10-4pm 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



SCI ENTISTS in China are reported to be developing tech¬ 
nology that can make objects seemingly disappear. I can't 
see that working, can you? 

nnnnnnnn 

FROM this week's report on plump schoolchildren, 
we learn that a trustee of the National Obesity Forum is 
a Mr Fry. 

nnnnnnnn 

THE official version of the Mandela story, parroted 
unquestioningly by the Western media, is that he was 
adored by all his people and that he created a free and equal 
South Africa committed to democracy. So why were there 
tens of thousands of empty seats at the FNB football 
stadium on Tuesday? And why did the crowd stand and 
cheer that bloody-handed old land-grabber and vote- 
rigger, Robert Mugabe? You might easily form the opinion 
that now the national father-figure with his message of for¬ 
giveness and reconciliation has passed on, some South 
Africans are itching to try Comrade Mugabe’s policy of 
simply grabbing the white man’s riches. 

nnnnnnnn 

I THOUGHT at the time that the chap doing the deaf 
sign language at the Mandela memorial ceremony 
looked a bit worried. Now we learn that Thamsanqa 
Jantjie's “signing” was gibberish. It makes me wonder 
how much of the signing we see on British telly is 100 
per cent accurate. They do seem to cram an awful lot of 
words into one or two hand gestures. You know the sort 
of thing. The newsreader says: “Prime Minister David 
Cameron and Foreign Secretary William Hague today 
returned from a five day conference on science and 
technology in Uzbekistan” and in the corner of your 
screen, the signer puts up three fingers, touches his 
nose and tweaks his ear. So which bit of that was 
“Uzbekistan”? 

nnnnnnnn 

IF I enter a mosque I remove my shoes. If I go into a syn¬ 
agogue I cover my head with a kippa. When you enter the 
premises of another faith or culture, it is common courtesy 
to respect their ways. And when extremist religious speak¬ 
ers enter British universities they should accept the 
customs of their hosts. But Universities UK seriously sug¬ 
gests that audiences might be segregated, with men and 
women sitting apart, if a fundamentalist speaker requested 
it. UUK which bills itself as “the definitive voice for universi¬ 
ties in the UK,” should be ashamed of itself. Apartheid was 
demolished in South Africa and segregation was defeated 
in the States. The idea of reintroducing something similar in 
British universities to placate some sexually-confused 
throwbacks who’d be happier living in the 7th century is 
revolting. 

nnnnnnnn 

SO HOW do you deal with an organisation which 
attempts to sexually segregate an audience on religious 
grounds? I'm with the emailer who suggests men 
should whisper earnestly to the stewards: “My religion 
says I must sit with females.” 

nnnnnnnn 

CHRISTMAS is usually a great time for animal charities to 
produce photos of their most adorable creatures and rattle 
the collecting tin. But how on earth can any dog, cat or 
donkey sanctuary compete against 100 baby seals washed 
up in last week's tidal surge and now being cared for at the 
RSPCA's East Winch Wildlife Centre? These pups are the 
ooky-snookummy sweetest little things you have ever seen, 
a heart-tugging cross between Bambi and the Little 
Mermaid, all wide-eyed, shiny-nosed, mewling for bottled 
milk and trying to suckle the TV camera lens. That's where 
the Xmas charity cheques will go. Signed, sealed and deliv¬ 
ered. 

nnnnnnnn 

ONE woman plucked pure, heavenly magic from a 
Celtic harp. Another seemed to be trying to extract a 
tune from an oven-ready turkey, which turned out to be 
a primitive bagpipe. I am just back from a thoroughly 
uplifting evening of medieval music with Joglaresa, a 
five-piece band performing the sort of music our fami¬ 
lies enjoyed 20 generations ago. It was the perfect start 
to yuletide. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 


every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Sharp drop in borough gang violence 


GANG violence has dropped sharply 
in Sandwell in the past year, new 
figures revealed. A Government pro¬ 
gramme set up in the wake of the 
2011 riots has partly been attributed 
to the decrease. 

The scheme covered 29 towns and 
cities across the country affected by 
the riots, including Wolverhampton. 
In Sandwell, wounding and inflict¬ 
ing GBH crime figures recorded 
against 10-to-19-year-old victims 


both reduced. In 2011/12 there were 
95 cases of inflicting GBH, which 
dropped to 55 in 2012/13, while 
wounding offences went down mar¬ 
ginally from 23 to 22. 

Police chiefs welcomed the figures 
and said that although the Govern¬ 
ment programme, which worked 
with communities and local part¬ 
ners, had made a difference, it also 
took into account that crimes were 
generally down. 


Deputy Ch Con Dave Thompson 
of West Midlands Police said: “I do 
think there’s been some real success 
around the strategy. 

“I think the approach around 
gangs and violence has been some¬ 
thing that we’ve been doing for quite 
a while and there’s been some really 
effective work. The report does iden¬ 
tify some real positives around what 
is going on at the moment.” 

The figures reflected a national 


trend, with wounds down 17 per 
cent in the 29 towns and cities tar¬ 
geted by the programme. 

Knife related woundings were 
down 25 per cent and gun-related 
woundings dropped 59 per cent, 
from 54 offences to 32. 

Murders and attempted murders 
of youths were also included in the 
report, with Sandwell having one of 
each in 2012/13, compared to none 
the year before. 


HIV sufferers crisis 
with 666pc increase 


THERE has been a 666 per cent rise in the 
number of HIV sufferers in Sandwell in the 
past decade. 

One in every 404 people in the borough is living 
with the illness following a massive surge in the 
number of people diagnosed, new figures show. 


Ex-ballet 
dancer is 
locked up 
for thefts 

A FORMER Royal Ballet 
School scholar has been 
jailed for a year after he stole 
and attempted to steal 
alcohol from a supermarket. 

Tasco Lambert, who is 36 
but trained at the presti¬ 
gious ballet institution when 
he was younger, had pleaded 
guilty to two charges of theft 
from a shop, one of 
attempted theft and possess¬ 
ing a controlled class B drug. 

Mr Edward Soulsby, pros¬ 
ecuting, told the court that 
on September 10 at the Asda 
supermarket in Cape Hill he 
stole of bottle of spirits, and 
on October 21 he tried to do 
it again but failed. 

The court heard he had 
already been banned from 
the shop, due to previous 
shoplifting offences. It was 
heard he was subject to an 
eight week suspended sen¬ 
tence for 18 months for 
similar offences which was 
imposed in September. 

Lambert, aged 36, of 
Carlyle Road, Edgbaston 
had 58 previous offences on 
his record, 44 of which were 
for dishonesty matters 
including shop lifting and 
fraud. 

Judge Nicholas Webb told 
Lambert activated his sus¬ 
pended sentence, and jailed 
him for a total of 12 months. 


Sandwell is now officially 
classed as an HIV high 
prevalence area - one of only 
63 in the country. 

New statistics from 
Public Health England show 
one in every 404 people in 
Sandwell is now living with 
HIY compared to the 
national average of one in 
every 650. 

Elsewhere Dudley and 
Stafford have both seen a 
400 per cent increase in 
cases in the past 10 years. 
Walsall has seen a 250 per 
cent rise, in South Stafford¬ 
shire the number has incre¬ 
ased by 150 per cent and 
Wolverhampton has the 
lowest increase of 130 per 
cent. 

Figures also reveal that 

63.7 per cent of people who 
were diagnosed with HIV in 
Sandwell in 2012 were diag¬ 
nosed late, meaning they 
have usually lived with the 
condition for four or more 
years. 

But this is lower than in 
South Staffordshire where 

77.8 per cent of cases were 
diagnosed late. This com¬ 
pares with 59.6 per cent in 
Walsall, 54.8 per cent in 
Wolverhampton and 44.4 per 
cent in Stafford. In Dud-ley 
the figure is 36.7 per cent. 

Experts say being diag¬ 
nosed late can have devas¬ 
tating effects on a person’s 
health, and they are eleven 
times more likely to die in 
their first year of diagnosis. 

The National AIDS Trust 
(NAT) is calling for action to 
address the issue of HIV pre¬ 
vention. It says this could be 
done by increasing under¬ 
standing of HIV with educa¬ 
tion in schools and with a 
local public awareness cam¬ 
paign. 



The aftermath of the blaze at the Lath Lane scrapyard off Spon Lane South, Smethwick 


AROUND 100 scrap vehicles were 
torched as arsonists targeted a scrap¬ 
yard in Smethwick. 

A total of 25 firefighters tackled the blaze 
at the Lath Lane scrapyard on Monday 
night. Only the charred shells of dozens of 
cars remained after the fire swept through 
the scrap yard from about 8.30pm. Flames 
could be seen by motorists travelling on the 
M5 motorway - some of whom dialled 999. 

Station commander Steve Husbands, 
from Smethwick fire station, said there had 
been concerns about the smoke crossing the 
motorway, but the situation had been kept 
under control. He said the nearby canal had 
been contaminated by oil due to the blaze 
and the Environment Agency had been 
asked to run tests. 

Mr Husbands said: “There’s probably 


10,000 to 20,000 litres of contaminated 
water. Approximately 100 scrap vehicles 
were severely alight. We suspect it was 
arson.” 

It is believed the scrapyard was not yet 
trading as the new owners were getting 
ready to open for business. 

Shiaa Ali, who was helping out at the new 
firm and was called to the scene of the blaze 
said: “We don’t know what has happened. It 
has involved around 90 per cent of the cars. 
We haven’t yet started trading and there is 
no insurance.” 

Firefighters from Oldbury, Smethwick 
and West Bromwich attended, and a crew 
from Smethwick visited the scene at 7am on 
Tuesday to ensure there was no chance of 
the fire relighting. 

Anyone with information about what 
happened should contact officers on 101. 


Vicious 
dog gets 
reprieve 
on attack 

A MAN who handed himself 
into police after an appeal 
over a vicious attack his dog 
had committed has been told 
his pet has one more chance. 

Alison Hill was out walk¬ 
ing her Jack Russell in fields 
off Richards William Road in 
Wednesbury on October 26 
when she was attacked by 
Colin Martin’s Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier, Harvey, magis¬ 
trates were told. 

Mr Kulbir Paul, prosecut¬ 
ing, read a statement from 
the victim: “I had nearly ex¬ 
ited the field when I turned 
round to see the Stafford¬ 
shire Bull Terrier running 
towards me. The taller of the 
two men took the dog by the 
collar, but it broke free.” 

The court heard that the 
dog walker didn’t realise 
how seriously she had been 
injured until she got home. 
She pulled back her sleeve to 
find a three inch long gash 
on her arm, for which she 
needed stitches. 

It was then revealed in 
court that Martin, aged 54, 
of Holden Road, Wednes¬ 
bury, decided to turn himself 
and his dog Harvey in. He 
pleaded guilty to being the 
owner of a dog dangerously 
out of control in a public 
place that caused harm. 
Magistrates ordered a con¬ 
tingency destruction order, 
requiring Harvey to be kept 
on a lead and muzzled at all 
times in public. 

Martin was also fined 
£235 and ordered to pay 
£250 compensation, £85 
court costs and a £23 victim 
surcharge. 

Plots go up 
for sale to 
help chiefs 

BUILDING plots across 
Sandwell have been put up 
for sale by the council 
looking to save £100 million 
by 2016. 

Bosses have produced a 
brochure for people thinking 
about buying up land. The 
plots include council-owned 
sites on Alma Street, 
Wednesbury and all 
numbers between 13 and 19 
on Ashleigh Road, Tividale. 

Also among the plots is 
land at Coppice Street, Tip- 
ton; Lye Cross Road, Tivi¬ 
dale, and Hargate Lane, 
West Bromwich. 

Half of the 12 sites put up 
for sale by the authority 
most recently are already 
under offer. Visit 
www.sandwell.gov.uk to 
find out more. 








Wide range of doors to choose 
from call now 

Also FRENCH DOORS 
£599 fitted 

|W '" 

lA 

CALL OUT SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE 

• GLASS • LOCKS 



• HINGES • MISTY UNITS 




Top quality stylish uPVC windows, doors, conservatories, fascias and 
guttering, professionally made and fitted at affordable prices! 




I 


YOUR AFFORDABLE CHOICE FOR QUALITY & VALUE 

Contact Steven for your FREE QUOTATION 


Telephone: 

07710 434 223 
01902 566832 

www.affordablewindows.info 


AFFORDABLE 

Windows & Doors 


UPVC GLAZED Windows Doors & 
Conservatories * J 


04 


KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS 


Design, supply and installation of quality kitchens and bathrooms, electrical, plumbing and tiling 
works all included in a fixed price. FREE oven, hob and extractor with all full kitchens (T&Cs apply) 


Our other services include:- 
Full house re-wiring 
Central heating 
Boiler changes 
Full renovations 


SPECIAL OFFER 

50% OFF new Boilers with 

any full kitchen or bathroom 
ordered before 2014 (t&Cs apply) 


We have a reputation to be proud of with many customer references 
available. Substantial discounts on large projects. O.A.P. discounts 


N.I.C.E.I.C.and Gas 
Safe certification issued 


For FREE Design and Consultation Call Chris OnOI2M291586 Or 07415 787526 
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Haulage 
firm site 
proposal 
for homes 

MORE than 200 homes are 
set to be built on the site of a 
haulage firm’s plant after it 
announced it would be 
moving out, with the loss of 
140 jobs. 

An application has been 
submitted to Sandwell 
Council to construct 218 
homes, along with retail 
buildings, on the site cur¬ 
rently occupied by Norbert 
Dentressangle on Doulton 
Road, Rowley Regis. 

In August the French 
logistics firm announced it 
would be leaving the town, 
in favour of investing in a 
new central UK headquar¬ 
ters in Crick, Northampton¬ 
shire. 

All 140 jobs at the plant 
will go, but staff are being 
given the chance to transfer 
to the site in the East Mid¬ 
lands, with a shut-down of 
the site to be phased in from 
January. 

Now Lotra Limited, which 
owns the site on Doulton 
Road, has submitted its 
planning application to 
demolish all of the buildings 
currently there, and replace 
them with two to four 
bedroom houses and one to 
two bedroom apartments. 

A report submitted to the 
local authority states the 
plan is for ‘redevelopment of 
an industrial site which is 
reaching the end of its oper¬ 
ational life for employment 
purposes within Rowley 
Regis, which is located on 
the fringe of existing indus¬ 
trial business developments 
and in the majority sur¬ 
rounded by residential 
developments’. 

It is expected that this 
initial planning application 
will be decided on by council¬ 
lors in March. 

Food group 
in accolades 

THE 2 Sisters Food Group 
has been voted by its peers 
as one of the most admired 
food companies in Britain. 

It was ranked fourth in a 
list published in the Decem¬ 
ber edition of Management 
Today and it is the first time 
the firm has appeared. 

The 2 Sisters operation, 
which has chicken process¬ 
ing factories in Smethwick, 
West Bromwich and Wolver¬ 
hampton, was ranked 
second on quality of goods 
and innovation, and third on 
quality of management, 
long-term value as invest¬ 
ment and use of corporate 
assets. 

The list is compiled for 
Management Today by 
experts in corporate reputa¬ 
tion at Birmingham City 
University. 


£9lk recovered from crime to fund projects 


COMMUNITY projects in the Black 
Country will be receiving a share of 
£91,000 worth of cash recovered from 
criminal activity in the West Midlands. 

Police have donated the money raised 
from the sale of property under the Pro¬ 
ceeds of Crime Act with groups in Wolver¬ 
hampton, Sandwell and Dudley all set to 
benefit. 

The act allows officers to recover money 
and assets from criminals that has been 
gained through illegal activity. 

The money from the Police Property Act 
fund will be distributed to 15 projects and 


organisations to benefit communities 
across the area. Among the schemes that 
will receive a cash boost is a £13,000 retail 
radio digital upgrade for Dudley Town 
Centre. 

Another £10,000 will be given for for 
mobile phone bungee cords to be distrib¬ 
uted by officers at events in Wolverhampton 
where mobile thefts have been reported. 

Culture 

Meanwhile, Boxclever, a scheme for 
youngsters to reduce anti-social behaviour 
in Wolverhampton has been given £5,000 
and £5,980 has been given to fund retail 


radio in Bearwood. A further £5,000 will 
pay for an interactive training scheme 
addressing gang culture and the impact on 
young people for primary schools across 
Wolverhampton. 

West Midlands Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner Bob Jones said: “We are delighted 
to be able to re-distribute these funds into 
our communities across the West Midlands. 
The money will make a real difference to all 
the groups who have been successful in 
their bids. 

“Seizing back the proceeds of crime 
means that criminals are not able to benefit 
from the goods and money they have taken. ” 


As part of the handout £25,000 has been 
given to support GPS tagging units across 
Birmingham, Digbeth Princes Trust has 
been awarded more than £1,000 for cloth¬ 
ing and safety equipment and Tyburn, and 
also Small Heath Boxing Clubs in Birming¬ 
ham have received more than £13,000 in 
cash between them. 

Officers can recover criminals’ assets 
after they have been sentenced at court. 

If it is proved their assets came from 
criminal activities, they are given a certain 
length of time to pay back the money, or face 
a longer stint in jail while still owing the 
money. 


Education chief's dismay 
as schools fall in rankings 


SANDWELL’S education boss has said it was ‘disappointing’ that the 
borough had slipped in the primary school league tables. The national 
rankings published last week showed that Sandwell slipped down the 
national rankings 26 places - to 121 out of 152 local authorities in the 
primary school league tables. 

However, the ranking came just a day after Ofsted’s annual report revealed 
that more pupils in Sandwell attend good or outstanding primary schools than 
anywhere else in the Black Country, with hopes high for a positive upward 


Suspect plea 
over assault 
on the Metro 


THIS is a CCTV image of a woman police 
want to speak to in connection with an 
assault on the Metro. 

At around 5pm on Friday, November 1, a 
woman was punched in the 
arm by another passenger 
in the foyer area of the Jew¬ 
ellery Quarter stop. 

The woman who carried 
out the assault then 
boarded a tram to Wednes- 
bury Parkway. During the 
journey, she was witnessed 
by passengers behaving in 
a threatening manner. 

Pc Jas Bathal, investigat- 



The suspect 


ing officer, said: “Enquiries 
have been ongoing to trace the woman 
responsible for both incidents. I am in a posi¬ 
tion to release a CCTV image of a woman we 
would like to speak to as we believe she will 
have key information. 

“Incidents on the Midland Metro remain 
very low, especially when compared with the 
number of passenger journeys undertaken. 
We won’t tolerate behaviour of this sort and 
I would urge anyone who can assist to con¬ 
tact British Transport Police straight away.” 

Anyone with information should contact 
British Transport Police on 0800 40 50 40, or 
text 61016. Alternatively, you can call the 
independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111. 

In all calls quote the incident reference 
‘WWA/B5 of 05/12/13’. 


trend. 

On the league table rankings, the 
borough’s cabinet member for children’s 
services, Councillor Simon Hackett said: 
“This is disappointing news, particularly 
after Ofsted acknowledged we have more 
outstanding or good primary schools than 
anywhere else in the Black Country. 

“The long term trends continues to be 
upwards. 

“Primary head teachers have already 
identified the areas that caused the slip¬ 
page this year and have plans in place to 
rectify it. 

“If 82 per cent of our primary schools 
are good or outstanding we are clearly 
doing something right. 

“We will work closely with the schools 
where results have slipped this year.” 

Ranked 

“We will continue to strive to do 
better.” 

The league tables figures showed that 
primary schools in the Black Country 
and Staffordshire were in the bottom 
third of local authorities. 

Elsewhere, Staffordshire was ranked 
102 out of 152 local authorities, followed 
by Dudley at 106, Wolverhampton at 116, 
Worcestershire at 133, and Walsall in 
144. 

In Sandwell, the borough fell down the 
table as the percentage of pupils who 
achieved Level 4 in writing could not 
match those doing well in reading. 

Children are expected to be hitting at 
least Level 4 in all three disciplines. 

Eighty four per cent of pupils achieved 
Level 4 in reading, compared to 82 per 
cent who were given Level 4 in writing. 

Ofsted data previously revealed that 
82 per cent of youngsters in the borough 
attend top-rated schools, compared to 72 
per cent in Dudley and 60 per cent in 
Walsall. In Wolverhampton the figure is 
just 56 per cent. 



Mayor Linda Horton and Rotary Club president Michael Middleton with the singers 


SINGERS raised the roof of a community 
centre as they performed in a variety show. 

Around 120 people turned out to enjoy an 
afternoon of music at the Wesley Centre in 
Wednesbury. The concert included a per¬ 
formance by 14-year-old Cameron Aitken, of 
Netherton, Dudley, who entertained the 
audience with a selection of George Formby 
songs. 

While the second half was filled with the 
sounds of the Wednesday Singers. 

It has been organised by the Rotary Club 


of Wednesbury and co-ordinated by Rotar- 
ian Keith Vaughan. Club president Michael 
Middleton said the event had been a great 
success. 

“It was very enjoyable. Everybody told us 
what a wonderful time they had and how 
good the performances were, which was 
very pleasing. 

“We wanted to do something to say ‘thank 
you’ to the people of Wednesbury.” The 
concert was attended by the Mayor of 
Sandwell Linda Horton. 


NEWS 

in brief 


Accident caused 
death of man, 93 

A 93-YEAR-OLD man died 
after falling in his home, 
an inquest has found. 

Harry Bissell, from 
Birkenshaw Road, Great 
Barr, died at Sandwell 
Hospital on Sunday, Dec¬ 
ember 1, after being 
admitted with injuries. 

Coroner’s officer Mar¬ 
garet Collins told the inq¬ 
uest at Smethwick Council 
House that the fall hap¬ 
pened on November 21. 
She said: “He suffered a 
fracture of the left neck of 
femur which required an 
operation. On November 
22 and 23 he became 
unwell. He was treated 
appropriately for that, but 
continued to deteriorate.” 

Black Country coroner 
Robin Balmain recorded 
that the former factory 
worker died as a result of 
an accident. 

Crime prevention 
scheme widens 

A SUCCESSFUL crime 
prevention initiative set 
up in partnership between 
the police and Abbey ward 
councillors is to be 
extended across the whole 
of Bearwood. 

The scheme, which is 
already up and running, 
involves the use of UV 
pens to mark valuables. 

There areenough pens 
to supply all of the ward’s 
100-plus Community Con¬ 
tacts, who will then be 
tasked with ensure as 
many households as possi¬ 
ble are postcode protected. 

The address will be 
logged by the police. 

Final chance to 
buy tags for trees 

PEOPLE who want to 
remember a loved one and 
give to charity this Christ¬ 
mas have until tomorrow, 
Friday, to buy tags for 
Sandwell’s memory trees. 

For a minimum dona¬ 
tion of £1, people will 
receive a tag to put a per¬ 
sonal message on the trees 
outside the Big House in 
Church Street, Oldbury. 

Tags are available from 
the Big House, or cadi 0121 
569 3041. All donations 
will go to the Sandwell 
mayor’s chosen charities 
for the year. 

Shop extension 
plan is approved 

A NEWSAGENTS will 
have a two-storey exten¬ 
sion at the rear including 
an extra flat after plans 
were passed by council 
officers. 

The scheme is for 
Cradley Heath 

Newsagents, High Street, 
and was passed by 
Sandwell Council officers 
under delegated powers. 



Before You Buy Come dr Tr 


sor/fls 

Visit Our Showroom and Compare 
Our Quality and Very Keen Prices 


Unit 6, Queens Court Industrial Estate, 
Greets Green Road, 

West Bromwich B70 9EG 


WEST 

BROMWICH 


Brandon Way 


WE ARE 




SOFAHOUSE 

Tile Choice 


Ryders Green Rd 


Oldbury Rd 


BURNTREE/ 
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Great Bridge High St 
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MOST bizarre story of the last 
week comes courtesy of Birming¬ 
ham City Council, which will in 
future be requiring buskers to go 
through an audition process 
before they are al lowed to ply their 
trade outside Snow Hill station. 

I can see where the good 
burghers of Brum are coming 
from. I once worked in an office 
where the summer months meant 
a daily choice between stifling 
humidity, or opening a window 
directly above the wailing 
banshee on the street below. 
Usually we opted for stifling 
humidity, air fresheners were 
cheaper than earplugs. 

But since when did local gov¬ 
ernment become a leading 
authority on musical talent? You 
can imagine them now, all sat 
around the committee room table, 
sucking on their spectacles. 

“Councillor Benson, you've got 
the high-waisted trousers, you 
can be Simon Cowell. Mr 
Jackson, you've done a few shifts 
on hospital radio, you're Louis 
Walsh. 

“Oh, and Betty. You're good 
with the tea and biscuits, and your 
old man’s a driving instructor, isn’t 
he? Do you fancy being that bird 
with the funny name? 

“Great, all sorted. So tell us Mr 
Millichip, why are you here?” 

nnnnnn 

HEARTWARMING tale about 
the 97-year-old Sid Ratcliffe, who 
married 90-year-old Iris Law at 
Wolverhampton Register Office 
last week. 

There are probably cynics 
around who will say that the age 
gap is too big, and that Sid was 
looking for a young trophy wife. 
But wisely, the couple have been 
courting since 2001, so they 
haven’t rushed into it. 

You know they must have 
something special when they can 
bring a smile to the face of even a 
curmudgeonly old cynic like 
myself. Can’t wait for the golden 
wedding. 

nnnnnn 

THE report about the maggots 
at the doctor’s surgery in Notting¬ 
ham is horrifying, but equally I do 
think we place far too much 
emphasis on the fabric of build¬ 
ings when it comes to the NHS. 

Years ago, when I went to my 
GP, it would be in a small, slightly 
shabby surgery, where you could 
get an appointment in the 
evening, and you stood a good 
chance of seeing the same doctor 
every time you went. 

Then along came a spot of the 
fabled ‘investment’, and the old 
surgery made way for a shiny new 
mini-clinic with a spacious 
waiting room, baby-changing 
facilities, specialist treatment 
rooms and around 20 staff. Last 
time I tried to make an appoint¬ 
ment I was told it would have to be 
the following week - and I had no 
idea who I would see. I think I pre¬ 
ferred things the way they were. 

Follow me on Twitter MAn- 
drews_Star 



Players chat to 19-month-old Taylee Hukfield Shane Long and Claudio Yacob with Martins Viksna Chris Brunt with two-year-old Charleigh Breslin 

Baggies players have 
best gift for children 


It was a Christmas present to 
remember when young 
patients got to meet their foot¬ 
balling heroes during a special 
hospital visit. 

Baggies stars were the guests of 
honour at Sandwell General Hospi¬ 
tal as they dropped in to deliver pres¬ 
ents and spread some Christmas 
cheer. 

Children at the hospital in West 
Bromwich were surprised when seven of 
the club’s first team players walked 
through the doors of the ward to hand 
out gifts. 

They were joined by West Bromwich 
Albion’s two mascots, Baggie Bird and 
Albi, who joined the players in getting 
photographs with the excited youngsters 
and their families. 

Difference 

First to receive a gift from the squad 
was Destiny Hill, aged 11 from Tipton, 
who was joined by her mother Zoe Hill, 
33, and her 62-year-old grandmother 
Vicky Bates, from Blackheath. 

Her mother said: “I think it’s really 
great what they do. It makes such a dif¬ 
ference to their day. “ 

The young patient added: “I really 
enjoyed meeting the players. I’m really 
looking forward to Christmas.” 

Striker Shane Long met Rajbir Kaur, 
28 from Edgbaston, who was with her 
two-year-old son Harman Singh. 

She said: “It was really exciting to meet 
the players. He is a little too young to 
understand what’s going on, but he will 
enjoy the drum they gave him.” 

The Baggies stars have visited the hos¬ 
pital for 10 years in a row and will also be 
dropping in at Russells Hall in Dudley 
next week. 

Players including Billy Jones, Claudio 
Yacob and Boaz Myhill handed out a 
variety of gifts including craft sets, 
musical instruments and signed posters. 

“The hospital visits are arranged by 
the club each year and the lads fully 



Nine-year-old Harry Hawks, from Oldbury, meets West Bromwich Albion stars 


support them,” said skipper Chris 
Brunt. 

“Like me, a lot of the lads have got 
children of their own and know how 
tough it must be to be in hospital at this 
time of year. 

“If we can go anywhere and help 
someone who’s not having a great time, 
it’s our job to do so - and we’re more 
than happy to do it.” 

Centre-half Jonas Olsson added: 
“Seeing the smiles on the kids’ faces 
makes you smile as well. It’s an emo¬ 
tional experience but if we contribute a 
bit of Christmas joy, it makes you feel 
good about yourself.” 

Hannah Smallman, 32, was at the 
hospital with her 19-month-old son 
Jacob and her Baggies-mad partner, 
Darren Floyd, 33. Miss Smallman, from 
Kinver, said: “I heard they would be 
coming down and I told all my relatives 
I might get a chance to meet them, but 
none of them believed me.” Mr Floyd 


added: “It’s just so nice to see them 
coming out. It’s really brightened up 
our day,” Brunt, Olsson and Ben Foster 
also gave a gift to Harry Hawks, nine, 
who was being visited by his father 
Daniel Hawks, who had travelled from 
the Isle of Wight. 

The 34-year-old said: “He’s had a 
lovely time meeting the players. It 
makes a big difference to the children’s 
day.” 

Generation 

The players even had a chance to kick 
the ball around with two-year-old 
Taylee Huckfield, who was in the full 
baggies kit for the visit. His grandfather 
Barry Shermer said: “I’ve been support¬ 
ing the team all my life and have been all 
over the world.” 

“It’s good for the children to get to 
meet them all and create the next gen¬ 
eration of Baggies fans.” 

Players also signed the back of his kit 


Chris Brunt with Tyresse Liburd, seven 

so he would have something to remem¬ 
ber for the rest of his life. 

His mother Danielle Huckfield, 29 
from West Bromwich, added: “The whole 
family are massive Baggies fans, so it’s a 
dream come.” 

Staff also had a chance to meet their 
favourite players. Joanne Maher, Play 
Worker at Sandwell Hospital, said: “It 
really makes the children’s day a lot 
better and brings some smiles to children 
who may be feeling down at this time of 
the year.” 

West Bromwich Albion Chief Execu¬ 
tive, Mark Jenkins, said: “The Christ¬ 
mas visits to two of our nearest hospitals 
are part of our ongoing community work 
and something we take great pride in. 
The players are always warmly received 
and these visits help to boost the morale 
of the young patients and their families 
during what is an extremely difficult 
time of year to be in hospital.” 



1983.. . 

WOLVERHAMPTON Grand 
Theatre had welcomed 80,000 
people through its doors since in 
the three months since it 
reopened. Chairman of the 
theatre board Geoffrey Norman 
said it had helped bring people 
into thecity centre at night, and 
dispelled the myth that it was a 
‘no-go’ area after dark. 

A VICAR scrapped most of the 
Christmas celebrations at his 
church in protest at the modern 
trappings of the festive season. 
Christ Church in Lye would have 
no Nativity play or carol service, 
announced vicar Rev Graham 
Cooper, instead focusing on 
special New Year's Day services. 

MEANWHILE, Father Christ¬ 
mas nearly failed to turn up for a 
function at an old people’s home 
in Oldburyecause a bus driver left 
him stranded. 

1993.. . 

BRITISH Prime Minister John 
Major and his Eire counterpart 
Albert Reynolds were on the 
brink of signing an historic decla¬ 
ration designed to bring peace to 
Northern Ireland. The agreement 
would pave the way for Sinn Fein 
being allowed to take part in talks 
on the future of Ulster-to the fury 
of many Unionists. 

THREE Britons were freed 
from prison by Saddam Hussein 
following the intervention of 
former prime minister Sir Edward 
Heath. The men had been given 
long sentences for illegally enter¬ 
ing Iraq, but the British Govern¬ 
ment insisted no deals had been 
done to secure their 


THE threat of fascism hung 
over Russia after the far-right 
Liberal Democrats achieved the 
biggest share of the vote in the 
parliamentary elections, taking 
70 seats. 

2003... 

DEPOSED Iraqi president 
Saddam Hussein was finally cap¬ 
tured by US forces after eight 
months on the run. The dishev¬ 
elled-looking dictator was shown 
on television, sporting a long, grey 
beard, but was said to be in good 
health. Saddam had not been 
seen since the invasion led by 
British and American forces in 
April. 

THE jury in the Soham murder 
trial was sent out to consider its 
verdict. Ian Huntley, a 29-year-old 
school caretaker, denied murder¬ 
ing 10-year-olds Holly Wells and 
Jessica Chapman. His fiancee, 
Maxine Carr, a 26-year-old class¬ 
room assistant, denied conspir¬ 
acy to pervert the course of 
justice. 

VETERAN rocker Mick Jagger 
was at Buckingham Palace to 
receive his knighthood - but in the 
true spirit of rock ‘n’ roll rebellion, 
he wore trainers with his lounge 
suit. 


All Wash Appliance Centre 


CHRISTMAS SALE NOW ON 

EVERYTHING REDUCED AND MUST GO 


Machines 

Dryers 


• Microwaves 


• 

• Toaster 

• Cookers 


• Fridge Freezer 

• Hoovers | 


Spend 

over £200 and get 

a Kettle FREE 



175 Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich B70 ODJ 

07597 777950 

We also repair all household appliances 



Sandwell 


age 


Age UK Sandwell seeks to promote the wellbeing of all older people in the Metropolitan Borough of Sandwell to make later life a 
fulfilling and enjoyable experience. The organisation is an incorporated charitable company limited by guarantee, providing services 
and support to those aged 50+ across the six towns of the borough. 

We are currently looking to fill vacancies on our Board of Trustees. The Board is responsible for setting strategy and policies, and 
ensuring that legal and financial obligations are fulfilled. The post of Trustee is unpaid but out of pocket expenses are reimbursed. 
Board meetings are held every 6-8 weeks, on Monday evenings at our Day Centre in Beeches Road West Bromwich. 

We need people who can help Age UK Sandwell achieve its mission and ensure that the organisation is managed effectively. As a 
Trustee, you will make a strong commitment to Age UK Sandwell, devote the necessary time and have strategic vision, independent 
judgement, an ability to think creatively and a willingness to speak your mind. 

In particular, we are seeking to recruit trustees with skills in any of the following: 

• Business strategy planning 

• Commissioning Contracts and Services 

• Marketing and sales 

• Legal advice 

• HR policies and procedures 

We welcome applicants from any background who have a commitment to the work of Age UK Sandwell and improving the lives 
of older people. 

If you would like to receive an information pack please contact: 

Abigail O’Toole 

Age UK Sandwell, 15-17 Bull Street 
West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 6EU 
Tel: 0121 500 1860 

For an informal chat, please call Andrew Farthing (Chair of the Board of Trustees) on 01905 358949. 
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GIVE YOUR HOME A NEW LOOK 
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—Composite Doors 
V now available ) 

ALL INSTALLATIONS PROJECT 
MANAGED FROM START TO FINISH 


Windows 
Composite Doors 
Porches 
Patio Doors 
Conservatories 
Window & Door Repairs 


Fascias/Guttering 
Building Work 
Misted-up Units 


70 % 

of our orders 

ro come fr 0m 

e commendations 


sS Window Warehouse Ltd 

Established over 20 years 

97 Park Lane, Langley 
Oldbury B69 4LP ° 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

97 Park Lane, Langley opening hours: a 

Oldbury B69 4LP open SATURDAY A 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com 28th DECEMBER ^j|r 

Emailiwindowwarehouses@btconnect.com (8.00am -1.00pm) 


LETTERS 


Little wonder nursing is losing its appeal 


I READ two stories in the Express and 
Star (Monday, December 2) which I 
think are linked - the Manor hospital 
having to increase its budget on casual 
nursing staff through agency or bank 
and the unsurprising news that people 
are shunning a career in nursing. 

I wonder why? As a nurse with much 
experience I find that we seem now to 
be among the most hated and reviled in 
society through press stories of poor 
performing hospitals. I routinely have 
to handle abuse and ridicule of patients 
and relatives - who often only come in 
to ‘check up’ on their relative - whom 


they would normally never see in 
months. 

Some of these ‘concerned’ relatives 
cannot even be bothered to bring in 
clothing or the basic toiletries for their 
relatives. They constantly bicker with 
staff and doctors. 

Then they complain over the merest 
issue and they get believed while you 
have to be counselled! If Peter Sutcliffe 
were in hospital and complained he 
would be supported whilst the staff 
would be on report. One wonders what 
reaction I would get were I to insult 
them in their place of work - that’s the 


few who actually have jobs and under¬ 
stand work. I can think of no other job 
where such widespread assaults take 
place and abuse with corpulent man¬ 
agement not lifting one finger to 
support staff whatsoever, they being 
more interested in the dust which is 
found behind television monitors or 
under the flooring. 

Indeed in the last few weeks I feel we 
have become the National Cleaning 
Service with this declaration of war on 
dust in cupboards - meanwhile patients 
are still having surgery cancelled. 

S STROUD, Wednesbury 


LETTERS to the Editor 


POST 


Walsall Chronicle, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, walsallchronicle@ 

Wolverhampton expressandstar.co.uk 

WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number of the writer. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


E-MAIL 


Disgrace of firms 
leaving us in lurch 

THE GOVERNMENT is worrying about the influx of immi¬ 
grants coming into the country. 

They needn’t worry as there’ll be no jobs left for them as 
the German-owned company Npower is getting rid of 
14,000 jobs and out-sourcing them to India. 

David Cameron should concentrate on these foreign com¬ 
panies based in Britain and ask them why they are scrap¬ 
ping British jobs and giving them to other countries, leaving 
this country with another high peak of unemployment? It is 
a disgrace. 

T HOLDEN, Chester Road, West Bromwich 

Writing on the wall for MP 

SOME weeks ago a letter was published from a man who 
had written to Adrian Bailey but had not received a reply. I 
have emailed Mr Bailey on three separate occasions since 
August this year but, to date, no reply has been received 
from him or his office. 

Mr Bailey’s constituents must be left wondering at his 
apparent lack of concern over their queries and general 
interest. He must be pretty sure of votes at the next election. 

B SIMCOX, Tividale 


Mini problem 
over what type 
of tyres fitted 

I AM doing research to get 
information of what type of 
tyres were fitted to the 2009 
MINI Cooper S type with 
16”/17” wheels, which came 
without a spare wheel. 

I am particularly inter¬ 
ested in the cars that were 
ordered from main dealers in 
or after August 2009. Were 
the tyres fitted as standard, 
Run Flats tyres or normal 
radial tyres? If normal tyres, 
were you offered an upgrade 
to Run Flats? Any informa¬ 
tion will be treated in confi¬ 
dence - contact me at 
cyclostan@talktalk.net 
S HUGHES, Wednesbury 

A frying visit 

ON A VISIT to Wednesbury 
from Scotland we went to the 
Wednesbury Celebrates fish 
and chips afternoon. 

What a lovely time myself 
and my husband had. The 
Elderlies were excellent. The 
helpers were very nice people 
and the town was a smashing 
place to go for entertain¬ 
ment. Well done all of you. 
MR AND MRS HEAPPEY 
Dunoon, Argyll 


Our hopes on 
new PM have 
been dashed 

WHEN David Cameron bec¬ 
ame Prime Minister, we 
were on our way home from 
a holiday in the Republic of 
Ireland. 

We rejoiced in the fact 
that at least we would have a 
change from two illegal 
wars, fiddled expenses and 
promises of no more boom 
and bust, which turned out 
to be no more boom! 

However, things appear to 
have got no better. He wants 
to drive a high speed rail link 
through what is left of our 
once beautiful countryside 
for the benefit of those rich 
enough to be able to use it. 

Now he is really adding 
insult to injury with the pro¬ 
posed ‘gagging law’, which is 
designed to stop ordinary 
people from peacefully dem¬ 
onstrating displeasure at 
things we consider to be 
wrong. Our ancestors fought 
long and hard for rights for 
the ordinary citizens of this 
country. To me, this smacks 
of back door communism. 
What comes next, execution 
for anyone who disagrees? 

L HALES 
Halesowen Road 
Cradley Heath 


communication 


Established since 2001 


Mobile Phones/Accessories/Repairs/Unlocking 

146 Pottery Road, Oldbury, West Midlands, B68 9HD 
(Opposite the Pheasant Pub/near Morrisons) 
Telephone 0121 434 3777 


Come in store or visit our eBay store : www.stores.ebay.co.uk/PTComms1 


Chriftmaf 
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Blackberry 9320 
| on Vodafone 
PAYGO 

| £84.99 

(includes up to 
£3.50 credit) 

Alcatel 1010 

£14.99 

works on all networks 

(Except 3 three UK Network) 


Bike Holder 
(in grey or red) 
fits Iphones, 
Samsung S3 
and many more 

£14.99 


8gb Micro sd 
Memory Cards 
only 

i£5.99 


Dual Sim Phones 
from as little as 


£20 


Binatone Brick 
Retro Phone 

£44.99 


We also sell a wide range of Genuine Htc, Blackberry & Samsung Accessories 
Opening Hours: Monday - Friday 9.30am - 5.30pm, 

Saturdays 9.30am - 4.00pm 



mm LE NOW ON 





ALLIBASE UNITS £59.99 

ALL WALL UNITS 

5 year guarantee 
Free no obligation Ji<§i 
Free 3D computer apjr 

Massive choice of doors,wOIKT75p§Tfi'lf||-Sr JjtapIiances 



FULL BATHROOM 
SU]TE FROM 

or Fully prUJe^ 

50 displa,\^|p Itter e 
SjPrge sbjpwro® 


£1189.99 

IjgkVJ 

pS||ng 


On all Kitchen & Bathroom installations 


mmi vm twjr irro m\mm 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY T 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7PH V 



FREE UPGRADE IS BASED ON ALL FULLY FITTED KITCHENS OR BATHROOMS INSTALLED BEFORE 01/03/2014 
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The Best 

of 

Bollywood 

. 

DHOOM 3 

Opens 20th December 
at ODEON West Bromwich 

New Square, West Bromwich, B70 7PJ 




Book your tickets today! 

0 0871 2244 007* @ ODEON.co.uk ODEON 

^FANATICAL ABOUT FILM 


*Calls cost 10p per minute plus network extras. 



Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



Are proud, to announce the opening of our new branch in West Bromwich which as been 
extensively refurbished. We are an Independent family owned and run business who has proudly 
been serving families and the local community for over 100 years with branches at 
West Bromwich, Perry Barr & Handsworth. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 http://www.collyermcbride.co.uk 
24 hour service available 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 

Do you need to promote an event for 
a charity or a local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs local news stories for 
your local paper for you the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 


NEWS 


Firm's team runs up £lk 
for cancer care charity 


by Lisa Wright 

RUNNERS put their best 
feet forward to raise more 
than £1,000 in a fundrais¬ 
ing challenge. 

The six-strong team from the 
West Brom Building Society’s head 
office in the town tackled the 
Suicide Six trail run at Baggeridge 
Sedgley. 

will go towards 
mcer Care. Staff 
members Lucy Bridge, James 
Brent, Kate Shinton, Clare Riley, 

Mike Dandy and Steve Clarke com¬ 
pleted the gruelling six mile route 
over a testing terrain which 
included wading across a river and 
battling through a clay pit. 

Organiser Lucy said: “The team 
generally agreed that this was one 
of the toughest physical events 
we’ve ever done, but hugely enjoy¬ 
able all the same. 

Difficult 

“Moreover it was really satisfy¬ 
ing at the end knowing we had 
completed the challenge and raised 
important funds for Marie Curie.” 

Meaghan Annear, senior corporate 
account manager at Marie Curie, 
said: “Congratulations to everyone 
who participated in this incredibly 
difficult event. 

“We’d like to send our thanks for 
the vital funds they have raised, 
which will help Marie Curie 
Nurses provide more free care to 
people with terminal illnesses at 
the time when they most need 
support.” 

Marie Curie is the West Brom’s 
charity of the year. All the funds 
raised from the partnership will 
help Marie Curie nurses provide 
more free care to people with ter¬ 
minal illnesses in their own homes 
and in the charity’s nine hospices 
across the UK. Lucy Bridge, Mike Dandy, Steve Clarke, James Brent, Clare Riley and Kate Shinton 


Country Park in 
Money raised 
Marie Curie Ca 
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NEWS 


Officers stop 
drivers after 
operation on 
danger route 


SPEEDS of up to 55mph were recorded during 
a police operation at an accident blackspot 
along a busy road where three people have 
been killed this year. 

Despite the legal limit being 40mph along the Wolver¬ 
hampton Road in Oldbury, some drivers were clocked 
driving 11 and 15 miles per hour over the limit. 


The operation was carried 
out last Tuesday after com¬ 
plaints were made by resi¬ 
dents that drivers are 
putting lives at risk by 
racing along the busy route. 

Drivers flouting the speed 
limit along the road, at the 
junction with Castle Road 
East, were handed £60 fines 
and were given points on 
their licence. On the day six 
motorists were given fixed 
penalty notices for speeding, 
while 16 were given fixed 
penalty notices for traffic 
offences including not 
wearing seatbelts and two 
people were booked for 
driving with no insurance. 

Meanwhile, 27 drivers 
were breath tested for 
alcohol and all passed. 

Sgt Paul Talbot, who led 
the operation, said: “This 
operation was carried out in 
response to a number of 
complaints from residents. 
Further operations will be 
taking place. Firefighters 


by Lisa Wright 

were also showing speeding 
drivers who were stopped by 
police the consequences of 
their law breaking with a 
series of shocking images 
taken from real collisions. 

Residents have made 
demands for road safety 
measures to be installed at 
the junction of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Road and Brandhall 
Road in Oldbury. 

They want traffic lights to 
make it safer for pedestrians 
and motorists. On May 23 
retired Reverend John 
Bedford, aged 81, and his 82- 
year-old wife Audrey from 
Kings Way in Oldbury were 
killed when their grey Volvo 
crashed with an Audi. 

Then in October 54-year- 
old West Bromwich Albion 
steward Mick Hodgetts, 
from nearby Queensway, 
was killed when he was 
knocked down just yards 
from his home after getting 
off a bus. 


Pupils branching out 



Archie Watkins with pupils and members of The Friends 
of Ten Acre Wood at the planting in Wednesbury 


PLUM and cherry trees have been planted on community 
space which was spared being sold off to developers after a 
campaign. The Friends of Ten Acre Wood formed last year 
to oppose Sandwell Council’s plans to sell off land on Woden 
Road North, Wednesbury. The campaign was successful and 
residents have been busy since making Ten Acre Wood suit¬ 
able for neighbours to enjoy. 

Another milestone was reached last week when school 
children, members of the friends group and visitors from 
the Sant Nirankari Mission, Potters Lane in the town, 
joined one another for a tree planting. 

It is hoped the trees will encourage birds to come to the 
area for people to spot. A group of eight pupils aged between 
six and seven from Albert Pritchard Infant and Wood Green 
Junior Federated Schools learnt some gardening skills as 
they took part. Councillor Elaine Costigan, who helped cam¬ 
paigners to make their voice heard last year, said: “It was 
lovely so many people turned up.” 



Premiere Bedrooms & Kitchens 






of the n 




# WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, • 


FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 


How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


Winter Sale 

NOW ON 


Massive 

Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
January installation 


laf Repair Service available 


FREEPHONE 


CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 

Closed 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, 29th December Open Sat 28th December 10am ■ 4pm, 
Monday 30th December 10am ■ 4pm, liiesday 31st December 10am ■ 3pm, 
Closed New Years Day, Re • Open Thursday 2nd January 9am ■ 5.30pm 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS | 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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BOXING MY SPECIAL OFFERS 



AT RFC 



Free delivery for orders over £99 (within 10 mile radius) 



Maria 3+1+1 £699.00 

Special Offer available in various 
colours and patterns also combinations 


Offers In Store Not To Be Missed 


Glitz Special Offer 3 + 2 

or available in different combinations, 
colours and fabric 


Ruby Larg 
Storage 
Wardrobe 


Now 

£299 


MATTRE§§E§ FROM £39 


Special Deals available for pre Christmas Delivery 

78-82 Walsall Street, 

**Wednesbury WSIO 9EN a { 

0121 502 0938 r 


Worcester \ Vallierf • Yprolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 


www.plumbingpoint.co.uk 


% Vallierf • Ye 


DAF LASTON 


1200 slider! 
8 m Glassll 
1200x800 Tray | 

£300 

Complete I 


1 800 Quad inc. Tray 
Curved glass 6mm 
toughened glass - 
Lifetime guarantee 

£240 

All come with a polished chrome finish 
6mm safety glass, chrome capped 
double runner wheels top and bottom, 
quick release doors, magnetic door 
seals and fixing are conceded 


Bathroom Fitting 
Service NOW AVAILABLE 


BATH PACK 
Including: 
Cosmopolitan 
4 Piece 1 Tap 
Hole Set with 
Soft Close 

Seat, Cosmos 1700x700mm Heavy 
Duty Bath, Cosmos Luxury Front 
Bath Panel, Regal Monobloc with 
Pop Up Waste, Regal Bath/Shower 
Mixer, Bath Combination Waste & 
Chrome Plated Plug £24Q 

L Shaped Bath 

with Panel inc. wooden panel, 
screen and bath 

PRICE CAN’T 
BE BEATEN 
£385 


Bathroom Suites 
from £170 


SHOWROOM 


Amazing Offer 

Yubo1000 
Vanity Unit inc 
BTW Unit & 
Basin, Tap, 
Cistern and Pan 
£200 

NOW OPEN • MOST 


Unit E, Alma Estate, Stafford Road/l 
Darlaston. WSIO 8SX t: 0121 568 8268 


Compare our Prices with your local stores 

We will not be beaten!! 


BOILERS 

Complete central heating system 
supplied and fitted from £1900 
Worcester 28 Junior I including 

flue and clock . £920 

Ferroli 31 HE Plus Optimax, 

5 years parts and labour..£620 
Sime 25 HE Grade A Boiler, 

, Econ Port Plus. £499 


4 mtr Gutter. £6.50 

Gutter Bracket. £0.50 

Soffit. £5.50 

5.5 Downpipe . £8.00 

Sq or round, black, white or brown 

IN STOCK 


ITEMS 


Choice of Colours 
£8 per length 

DMin 

SeRSSNSl 

From £65 

Lifetime Guarantee 

gATHROOIfll 

UAUINtld [ 

Wide Choice available, 
start from £65 
up to £180 

RAILSl 

Good selection on show, | 
comprehensive prices startA 
from flfr jM 


Worcester • Vallient • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 



BiiDTDK 


Doriftworiw 


WelveiGbmuCovered! 


* All phone screens repaired 

Fast and efficient service 
Same day service 
In-store repair centre 

★ Free screen protector with 
every screen replacement 


WejIs&Buyl Sell new and used mobileHhones'and unlock 


most makes & models. Free SIM cards available 


& Repair Centre \ \ \ \ \ \ ) 

dge, Tipton DY4 7AY Tel: 07825 414759 


NEWS 


Snow White Muddles along without dwarfs 

A THREE-PERSON thespian team 
have conquered a numbers problem 
while planning an upcoming produc¬ 
tion of Snow White - by deleting the 
role of the seven dwarfs. 

Under the storyline adapted by 
The Funtime Theatre for the well- 
known classic pantomime, the seven 
characters have been captured by 
the Wicked Queen. 

“It is the only way we can perform 
the pantomime with so few people 
and in small, compact locations,” 
said actor Rachel Coleman, who set 
the company up in February with 
fellow actor Will Phipps. 

James Totney has been hired by 
the pair to help in the pantomime 
performance, which takes place at 
the Wacky Warehouse at the One 
and Two Halves in Joseph Street, 
Oldbury. 

The company is staging two per¬ 
formances on December 14 and 
December 22 at 3pm. 

jjjr MV L 

Funtime Theatre members Rachel Coleman as Snow White and Will Phipps 
as Muddles prepare for their pantomime performances at the Oldbury pub 

Council 
be sold 

FOUR council-owned car 
parks will be sold off as they 
are under-used and not value 
for money, under new pro¬ 
posals. 

Sandwell Council wants to sell 
sites at Bilhay Lane and Bond 
Street in West Bromwich and Hal- 
berton Street and Cambridge Road 
in Smethwick. 

A report by the borough’s cabinet 
member for asset management and 
land disposal, Councillor Mahboob 
Hussain, says they are either under¬ 
used or do not generate enough income 
for the council. 

He was recommended to approve 

car parks may 
off In scheme 

_ e* they would be used better for some- 

by Simon Stone thiner else. Thev are not town centre 

disposal of the sites at a meeting held car parking and are not delivering real 
yesterday (Wednesday). benefits to the taxpayer. ” 

Sandwell Council’s deputy leader, The report states the Bilhay Lane 

Councillor Steve Eling, said: “They are car park is considered to have potential 
small, relatively unused car parks that for residential redevelopment, while 
are probably just costing us a boatload the car park at Bond Street, is allocated 
of money to maintain and are deliver- for residential development within the 
ing no benefit. If we are going to West Bromwich Area Action Plan. The 
provide car parks, which we do, those report says that the site could continue 
car parks need to be in places where to be used for privately owned car 
people want to park or need to park. parking or alternative uses could 

“We have to pay business rates to the include B1 and B8 industrial. 
Government and keep them main- The car park at Halberton Street, 

tained so every car park we are provid- Smethwick is allocated for residential 
ing has a cost to the budget and if redevelopment in the Smethwick Area 
no-one is using them we have got to ask Action Plan, potentially with a retail 
if they are value for money or whether element fronting Dudley Road. 
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UTnlOg 

Please bring into our reception 

PET SQUARES, TINNED FOODS, 
DRY FOODS, TOYS, BASKETS, 
RABBIT, CAT, HAMSTER, DOG, 
AND BIRD FOODS 


DONATIONS ACCEPTED UP TO MONDAY 23RD DECEMBER 

Express & Star 

Black Lake, West Bromwich, 
0121 553 7171 Ext: 4551 
Closed 1 -OO til 2-OOpm 

Please ring to make alternate arrangements 


*|f?i** 

4 * 

4 * 

4 * 





YOUR HELP IS VERY MUCH APPRECIATED! 
A 2 A BIG THANK YOU FROM ALL THE ANIMALS 
mm THIS CHRISTMAS... 


W 
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The Sofa 


Largest selection of sofas and armchairs 
in the area - all at rock bottom prices! 


Over 70 different types of beds and mattresses 
direct from our factory to suit every need! 


Bari 

Leather 3 seater and 
2 seater sofa in black or brown 
Was £H99 £599 the pair 


Saski 

corner unit 

with attractive 

scatter 

cushions 

Was£79T 

£399 


Pisa 

large recliner sofas 

3 seater was-£799" £479 SAVE £320 
2 seater was£699" £399 SAVE £300 
Recliner was-£499" £299 SAVE £200 


70 % 


ITWiTTTTTTTHl 


You will not find better 
value for money 
anywhere in the country! 


tsmsma 


Large Roma sofas 

in leather black or 
brown 
Was £599" 

£239 

Milano 

traditional Italian 3+2 seater sofas 
choice of 
colours 
Was £4799 

£899 

the pair 


Airsprung quality 
guest bed 

Single extends to ' 
double or 2 single ~ 
beds (including base 
and mattress) 

Was £429- 

£197.34 


Cambridge 

black metal and chrome quality 
double bed frame (mattress 
Was £369- £147.60 
Also available as king size £177.60 


Worcester 

extra value divan set complete with mattress. 

Small single was £99'£49.50 
Small double was £139"^ 

£89.50 

Other sizes available 
Optional drawers 
available too 

Rustic pine 

single bedframe set with 
quality damask 
quilted mattress 
Was £369 

Complete £99 

Lexus 

lift up ottoman storage divan frame with heavy 
duty metal frame upholstered in faux leather 
Single was £299 
Double was £322 
King was£4h5 £249 


<■75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS 

Huge range of mirrors, bar stools, lamps, pictures, coffee tables etc. 


ItTNtIU. I 


Half Price orthopaedic 
or memory foam 

mattress when ordering with this bedframe 

Cleo 

sofa bed clic clac 
in fabric or faux 
leather 

Was £393 £119 

Melissa 

cabin bed with base 
cupboards and 
drawers complete 
with pink or blue 
quality mattress 
Was £393 £195 


Silver metal frame midi sleeper 

complete with airsprung quality quilted 
mattress. Was £392- £156.80 


FURNITURE FACTORY 

OUTLET STORE 


OPENING HOURS: 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY 
OUTLET STORE 

UNIT 9 CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XP 

i 1/9/13-28/10/13 TEL: 0121 557 6885 


i am 
GS 


El,000,000 WORTH OF SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE STOCK DRASTICALLY 1EDICID IN PRICE! 


Champagne flows for Smethwick-born star Julie Walters and actor Eddie Marsan at 
The Moet British Independent Film Awards 2013, which took place last week 


CORKS were popping as Smethwick- 
born actress Julie Walters was praised 
for her outstanding contribution to 
British cinema at an awards ceremony 
honouring the best of independent 
film. 

The actress, whose career includes roles 
in Mamma Mia! and the Harry Potter films, 
won the Richard Harris award at the British 
Independent Film Awards (BIFAs). 

She was introduced by Potter co-star 
Jason Isaacs who told the crowd how she 
‘exploded on to the national conciousness’ 
in Educating Rita in 1983. 

Accepting her award, she said she had 
once starred with Harris in a film called 
Mack The Knife which was described in a 
review as a '**** of a movie’. She said: “I 
have to say that his wit, his fabulous wit and 
wisdom and his Albert Hall size knowledge 
of just about most things and his sense of 


fun and irreverence turned that piece of 
something into gold dust for me.” 

The veteran actress said: “It feels won¬ 
derful to be honoured for something I’ve 
enjoyed doing for 40 years. It’s a fantastic 
thing, I’m thrilled.” 

She added that awards ceremonies focus¬ 
ing on British film-makers are crucial 
because they ‘shine a light on British film 
and they’re a platform for new talent’. 

“Film is one of the most important indus¬ 
tries this country’s got so it’s very impor¬ 
tant,” she said. 

Stars attending the awards in Old 
Billingsgate, London, included Steve 
Coogan who was nominated for best actor 
for his role in Philomena and Saoirse 
Ronan. 

Coogan lost out to Filth star James 
McAvoy who was named best actor for his 
role in the film version of the Irvine Welsh 
novel. 




HETAS fitter instore to offer advice for 
solid fuel stoves 


HETAS 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road. Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 


www.mspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 


NEWS 


Bubbly night for 
Julie with award 
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A line-up of youngsters from the All Saints CofE School class of 1983 


Children enjoy a fancy dress competition from around 1955 


Pupils rejoicing after securing silver medals in swimming contest in 1986 


Q 



Youngsters have it all mapped out for the school trip to Snowdonia in 1960 


Class times are revisited 


_ by Terry Price _ 

WE’RE going back to our schooldays 
for this week’s Memory Lane, with a 
series of pictures showing pupils from 
the past 60 years or so, getting up to all 
sorts of activities. 

Probably the most breathtaking image 
among them is the view of the youngsters in 
the shadow of Mount Snowdon (picture 1). 

The children were taken from secondary schools 
in all parts of the borough to be trained in rock- 
climbing and mountain rescue, circa 1960. 

It was part of sessions run by the West Bromwich 
education committee’s adventure school in Plas 
Gwynant, situated in 16 acres of parkland in Snow¬ 
donia. 

The objective was to encourage personal develop¬ 
ment and character training by living and working 
together in exacting and challenging outdoor condi¬ 
tions. Pictured are, back row, from left - Keith 
Lester, unknown, George Taylor, Tony Richards, 
David Hornby, Jim Ward and unknown; front row - 
Alan Morgan, unknown, David Hill and unknown. 

Meanwhile, All Saints Church of England School 
features across the top of the page. Opened in 1851 
with space for 60 girls and 65 boys, the school grew 



West Bromwich Town Schoolboys FC -1958 


until in 1934 it was reorganised to incorporate a 
senior mixed, junior mixed and infants in 1934. 

The secondary modern was closed in 1969 as a 
result of the introduction of comprehensive educa¬ 
tion in the borough. 

Picture 2 - From 1983, an All Saints class 2 line 
up. Back row, from left - Pat Richards, unknown, ? 
Bland, Janette Morgan, Sonia Wilkins, Sarah 
Meadows, Sarah Ashworth, Chris Malborn, Mark 
Pearson, Richard Cole, ? Bland. Middle - 
Stephanie Hayes, Paul Taylor, Tracey Butler, 


Chris Lightfoot, Russell Basford, Glenn Crumpton, 
Tariq Boardwane, Richard Franks. Front - Jason 
Parkin, Simon Kendrick, Paul Hopkins, Ruth 
Harper, Louise Cowley, Sharon Colphen, Leigh 
Morris, Angela Khaila. 

Picture 3 - All Saints fancy dress competition, 
circa 1955. Back row, left to right - unknown, Jean 
Hawkes; middle - Caroline Graham, Hazel Bunn. 
Front - Janice Nason, Margaret Collishaw, Hilary 
Nason. Carol Carpenter is seen observing, extreme 
left. 

Picture 4 - All Saints’ silver medal winning 
swimmers, who were runners-up in the Yorkshire 
Bank National Gala held at Broughton Baths, 
Salford in March 1986. Back row, from left - Stuart 
Perkins, Stephen Malborn, Richard Cole. Front - 
Corey Gibbs, Paul Taylor, Glenn Crumpton, 
Russell Basford, Chris Malborn. 

Picture 5 - Going back a bit further to 1958, this 
is a picture of West Bromwich Town Schoolboys FC, 
featuring All Saints pupils. Back row, from left - 
Brian Tilsley, of Spon Lane; David Bednam, of Hill 
Top; Rory Smith, of Churchfields; Billy Cox, of 
Charlemont; Ken Brett, of All Saints; John 
Knowles, All Saints. Front row - Leslie Cooper, of 
Spon Lane; Arthur Hodgetts, of Churchfields; 
David Hodgetts, of Spon Lane; Geoffrey Fellows, of 
Charlemont; John Price, of Hill Top. 



START SATURDAY 


OPENING HOURS 

Mon - Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm 
Sun 11am - 5pm 

CHRISTMAS LATE NIGHT SHOPPING 

Weekdays - Mon 16th - Mon 23rd Dec 'til 8pm 

Off Cronehills Linkway, West Bromwich 


aste 

outlet 

park 

west bromwich 


www.astlepark.com 
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B&G LIQUOR 

334 Londonderry Road, Oldbury 

0121 552 3270 

National Lottery available at this store 

All major credit cards accepted i 


Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 
Thank you for your valued 
custom all year round 


B&G LIQUOR 

f 330 Pound road, Oldbury 

0121 544 2719 

• Limits may apply in both stores 


ua 
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Craft fair 
boost for 
Yuletide 
gift ideas 

LAST minute Christmas 
shoppers looking for some¬ 
thing that little bit special 
are invited to a craft fair 
taking place in Oldbury 
today. 

Unique arts and crafts 
will be available at the fair 
being run by an arts centre 
in the town. 

The event was due to take 
place from llam-2pm today, 
December 19. 

The festive fair is being 
held at Portway Lifestyle 
Centre, which is based in 
Newbury Lane. 

The event is being run by 
Active Arts which is an arts 
centre aimed at people with 
learning and physical dis¬ 
abilities. 

The group make a variety 
of arts and crafts from 
wooden items such as bird 
tables to clay work to glass 
fusion. 

They also make bespoke 
ceramics. 

Portway Lifestyle Centre 
Manager, John Harling, 
commented: “ This is a great 
chance to get some really 
unique, handmade Christ¬ 
mas gifts. If you are looking 
for something special, the 
group can also undertake 
commissions.” 

For more information on 
the kind of goods available, 
call the centre on 0300 012 
0121 or visit Sandwell 
Leisure Trust’s website 
www.slt-leisure.co.uk 


Bosses of care home set to 
close in loss-making claims 


A CARE home based near Oldbury, which 
helps people with mental health problems, 
will close next year forcing residents to move 
elsewhere. 

It is believed the closure of The Gables care home 
in St Pauls Road, Smethwick will lead to the loss of 
19 jobs and see 14 residents have to move. 


Families of residents at 
the home said they were 
called into a meeting a few 
days ago, without prior 
warning of the announce¬ 
ment. 

They claim the decision 
has been taken by The 
Kaleidoscope Plus Group, 
which runs the facility, and 
whose representatives told 
assembled relatives the 
decision was down to the 
fact bosses were making 
losses while running the 
facility. 

Excellent 

The Kaleidoscope Plus 
Group’s chief executive, 
Monica Shafaq has since 
confirmed the closure 

She said: “The quality of 
care at The Gables has con¬ 
sistently remained excel¬ 
lent and demand for the 
service remains high. 

“However, despite this, 
referring local authorities 
are unable to pay the full 
charge of what it costs the 
charity to deliver such a 
standard of care. 

“As a result, the charity 
has used in excess of 
£340,000 of its reserves 


| by Alex Homer 

over the past three years to 
meet these costs but this is 
no longer sustainable. 

“We have had several dis¬ 
cussions with the local 
authorities about this and 
unfortunately, due to their 
own budgetary constraints, 
they are unable to increase 
the amount that they pay 
us to cover the shortfall. 

“This will mean residents 
will need to move to alter¬ 
native accommodation.” 

One relative of a resident, 
who did not wish to be 
named, said: “There are 
people who have been there 
for 20 years or more. It’s 
really bad. The residents 
are shocked.” 

A worker, who declined to 
give their name, said they 
had been told the facility 
would close on March 31 
next year. 

The charity also runs the 
Nicholl Grange Care Home, 
in West Bromwich. 

That facility is not 
believed to be affected by 
this announcement. 


Christmas 
past is due 
at museum 

THESE days the festive 
season means homes are full 
of the latest gadgets and 
flashing LED lights. 

But a traditional Christ¬ 
mas, where families gather 
around a roaring fire and 
stockings are lined up on the 
hearth, can still be found 
here in the Black Country. 

A rush of people have been 
hankering to swap the stress 
of a modern day Christmas 
for the warm glow of an old 
fashioned yuletide. 

The Black Country Living 
Museum near Oldbury is 
offering people the chance to 
see what Christmas was like 
before the electronic age. 

From today (Thursday) to 
December 23, there will be 
bellringers, carol singers, 
street organs and a brass 
band, all performing against 
the backdrop of the candlelit 
Victorian village. 

Tickets cost £15.50 for 
adults, £12.50 for senior cit¬ 
izens and £7.45 for young 
people and must be pre- 

Eight-year-old Charlie Tucki, with John the piano man, as part of the festivities booked. Call 0121 557 9643. 



Primary 
school is 
in top 10 
nationally 

TEACHERS and students at 
a school in Oldbury are cele¬ 
brating after it ranked 
within the top 10 schools in 
the country. 

St Hubert’s Catholic 
Primary school off the 
Wolverhampton Road came 
in eighth place for the 
second year in a row, in the 
Sunday Times list of top 
primary schools, based on its 
SATs results for the last 
three years. 

The announcement of its 
place comes just days after it 
was revealed that schools in 
the black country were 
under performing. 

However St Hubert’s joins 
a number of other schools in 
Sandwell that buck the 
trend for the West Midlands, 
making Sandwell the best 
local authority in recent 
league tables. 

Headteacher, Clare 
McNally said: “We are the 
highest ranked school in the 
West Midlands and come 
higher nationally than many 
schools in much more afflu¬ 
ent areas, not just one year, 
but two years in succession. ” 

The school also recently 
won the After School Care 
Facility and Toddler Group 
prize for best provision in 
Sandwell, as did St. 
Hubert’s pre-school,. 

“We greatly value the 
support we receive from 
Sandwell, particularly from 
our Local Authority school 
improvement adviser, 
Heather Simpson. 


CAPRICORN INTERIORS 


Versace’display unit 

can be used as a 
V unit or hall table 

r'/inn nn 

_ vwo mvy.yy 

Now £229.99 




Lots of other unique pieces for 
display including lamps, columns, 
display vases, busts etc 

Windsor 3str & 

2str in a range of 
colours 

this week 

Was JLWJii.yy 

Now £399.99 


3ft Divan Set m mw 

NOW £49.99 


4ft 6 Memory Foam Divan Set 

NOW £199.99 


GUARANTEED DELIVERY 
BEfORE CHRISTMAS. 
WE ARE DELIVERING UP 
TO CHRISTMAS EVE. 


Metal Bunk Bed with 2 Mattresses 
swm now £199.99 can be used as 2 separate beds 


BEST 

SALE 

EVER 


DOORS OPEN 
27th DECEMBER 


33 Birmingham Street, \ 
Oldbury Town Centre B69 4DY ' 

0121 344 4440 

www.capricorninteriors.co.uk 


3 ft Matress from £29.99 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm — 

Sunday 12 Noon-4pm 

\ Small Deposit Secures Price 


COOPERS PHARMACY 

NHS 

FLU JAB 
£7.00 ONLY 

ppointment Required 

auseway Green Road, 
dbury B68 8LS 

544 4502 

No A 

206-208 C 
01 

0121 


LANGLEY SHOWROOM 



Sell and Repair White Appliances, 
Vacuums and Brand New Furniture 


Corona Furniture Range 

Now In Stock 



TELEVISIONS 
NOW IN STOCK 


Bank Building Langley B69 4SN 

0121 552 4698 07825 985115 


www.langleyshowroom.co.uk 


FREE prescription 
collection & delivery by 



Langley 

Pharmacy 

FREE to your door 


WEEKLY PILL PACKS 
(MEDI-PACKS) 

TAKE THE HASSLE OUT OF 
RE-ORDERING 


DELIVERED WEEKLY 
OR MONTHLY 


NHS 


eSs* 1 


Opening Hours: 

Mon-Fri 9.00am-6.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am-2.00pm 

21 Langley High Street, Oldbury B69 4SN 


CALL NOW ON 0121 544 9111 TO JOIN 


BUDGET BUILDERS & 




MiYRESlOEJ 

EENCElPflNELSl 


Fitting Iacuities 
available 

GOOD QUALITY 
DECKING 


Suppliers of 
construction materials 

Bricks, blocks, sand, cement, gravel, 
timber plaster, roofing materials, electrical, 
gardening landscaping items, decorating, DIY 

• Central heating and plumbing materials 

• Gates, grilles fabricated 

• Installation service available by Corgi 
registered engineers 

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 


2 Parsonage Road, Oldbury B69 4PH 


0121 552 8004 Mobile: 07857 481808 


Village Blinds 

and textiles 

Vertical Roller Venetian Wooden Roman 

All at Amazingly Low Prices 

Tel: 07528 818017 07903 324525 

Villageblinds@gmail.com www.villageblindsandtextiles.com 

Visit our showroom 

1 Langley High Street, Langley, Oldbury B69 4SN 



the YteW 

The 

HOTTEST 

Place To 

ADVERTISE 

Ak A Your,Venue j ^ J 

To get the star treatment 
call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319191 
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525 8000 
580 0088 

West Bromwich 


available • . _ _ 

24hrs Langtey 
oi2i 552 9199 

BOOK YOUR TAXI NOW 

oi2i 552 9699 


SWITCH 


SWITCH 


Wheelchair Access Vehicles 

www.streetlinecars.co.uk 
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Wheelchair 

RING 

1 

access available 

24/7 - 
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SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 



£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 


TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
l 01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


NEWS 


£800 cuts in 
funding per 
person claim 
with figures 


CUTS in council funding and welfare add up 
to more than £800 per person in parts of the 
West Midlands, it has been claimed. 

A group of local authorities say that areas such as 
the Black Country have been left significantly worse 
off by austerity measures than richer areas such as 


the South East. 

The figures from the Spe¬ 
cial Interest Group of Mun¬ 
icipal Authorities (Sigoma) 
suggest that Sandwell will 
have lost £827 per person by 
2017/18 while Wolverhamp¬ 
ton will have lost £769.80, 
£661.80 per person in Wal¬ 
sall and £603.20 in Dudley. 

Staffordshire varies from 
district to district with the 
county council losing £198 
per person in funding plus 
£331 in Cannock Chase, 
£227.20 in Stafford, £221.20 
in Lichfield and £213.30 in 
South Staffordshire. 

Wyre Forest District 
Council will have lost 
£301.10 per person with a 
further £135.20 taken away 
from Worcestershire County 
Council. The figures include 
not only the cuts to grants 
awarded directly to councils 
but also the impact of the 
freeze in council tax rates 
and whether councils bel¬ 
ieve they will be better or 
worse off because of new 
rules that allow them to 


by Simon Stone 

keep some of the business 
rates, rather than having a 
national pot redistributed. 

Sigoma claims the Gov¬ 
ernment has not considered 
the ‘cumulative’ impact of 
its reforms on councils. 
Many authorities are axing 
hundreds of jobs over the 
next five years. In Wolver¬ 
hampton alone 1,000 posts 
are being cut. 

Sir Steve Houghton, 
chairman of Sigoma, said 
“The report shows the Gov¬ 
ernment’s complete disre¬ 
gard for the mounting 
pressure faced by certain 
councils. The Government 
must make fair funding a 
key priority to allow councils 
to provide essential services 
without the growing distrac¬ 
tion of a service failure.” 

Councillor Steve Eling, 
finance boss at Sandwell 
Council, added: “What this 
shows is that we no longer 
have a government for the 
UK, but for the south east of 
England.” 


Christmas bit of bully 



The Bullring bull, after getting its Christmas makeover 

SHOPPERS have been enjoying the new-look Bullring bull 
after he embraced the Christmas spirit by donning a festive 
jumper and cracker-style hat. 

The Birmingham shopping centre has unveiled the latest 
look for the landmark, in the form of a red Christmas 
sweater adorned with all kinds of seasonal motifs, including 
snowmen, crackers and presents. 

In the past the bull has donned the Joey Essex-style quiff, 
the onesie look and Wimbledon whites. 

The popular bull, which is one of the most photographed 
landmarks in the UK, is following suit of the 36 per cent of 
18 to 29-year-olds in the UK who confessed that they will be 
wearing festive jumpers on Christmas Day in a recent 
survey commissioned by Bullring. 

Tim Walley, general manager of the shopping centre, said: 
“Our visitors love the bull and they’re always trying to 
guess what his next outfit will be.” 


MARIO'S CATCH 

3 Norman Road, Smethwick, B67 5PP Telephone 0121 429 4012 




Super Changes from Super Mario’s! 



H MHO'S CITC1 


Merry Chrirtmaf I Happy New Year Id all m Curtomerj 

> Now serving both Battered Chips and Plain Chips on 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings 

> More New Specials on Mario’s Meal Deal Board 



OPENING TIMES 

Christmas & New Year Open Times Christmas Eve -12 - 8 pm 

Christmas Day - Closed Boxing Day - Closed 27th & 28th Dec -11.45 - 2 pm - 4.30 -10 pm 29th Dec - Closed 30th Dec - 4 - 9.30 pm 
New Year’s Eve -11.45 - 2 pm - 4 - 7 pm New Year’s Day - Closed then back to normal 
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In stock ready for 
Immediate delivery 


£179 



Devine Collection Medway Fabric sofa 

A wonderful modern fabric sofa that fits with every day living, The fabulous 
3+2 package features pocket sprung seats and emulates pure comfort and 
relaxation, suited to any modern home. 


HALF PRICE! 

on the Medway 3+2 Sofa Package 


3 SEATER WAS £489 . 2 SEATER WAS £349 




AVAILABLE IN BLACK 


Avon Collection 

in stock for immediate delivery 


NCF Perry Barr, 

2-6 Kingstanding Road, 
Perry Barr, B448AA 

<©:0121 3567022 


NCF Cape Hill: 

81-87 Cape Hill, 
Birmingham, B66 4SG 

®:0121 5555427 


take advantage of 

massive discounts 

throughout every department. 


ncf 

furnishing your home 


WHY WAIT? IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON ALL PRODUCTS! 


Nile Chaise Sofa 

in stock for immediate delivery 


Congo Corner Group 

in stock for immediate delivery 
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERS FROM 12th-24th DECEMREI 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
WE OPEN 5.4-5 am-10.00 pm EVERY PAY 


* 


Blossom Hill 

Red, White or Rose Any Three £10.00 


Hardy’s VR VAS 

Any Two £8.00 


Gallo White Zinfandel White 
Greenecho 2 for £9.00 


Princes Ham (PearShaped) 
£2.00 454g 


Famous Grouse 

70cl £12.99 


Sailor Jerry 70cl Gift Pack 
£17.00 Each 


Green Mark 

70cl £12.99 


Warnnics Advocaat 

£10.99 


Paul Masson VAS 

Any Two Bottles £8.00 


Blossom Hill 

White Zinfandel Two for £8.00 


Stella & Budweiser 
Pint Cans 4 for £5 


Wolf Brass 

Yellow Label £6.99 Each 


Echo Falls VAS 

Any Three £10.00 


Villa Rdiosa VAS Any Two Bottles £6.00 

Premier Estates £2.50 Each 


Pepsi VAS Tango VAS 

2 Ur Bottles £1 Each 



Jim Beam 70cl 
£13.99 


Stowells VAS 

Any Two £9.00 


Barefoot 

Assorted Any 2 for £10 


Jack Daniels & JD Honey 

70c! £18.99 


Russian Standard 

70cl £12.99 


Courvoisier 70cl 
£18.99 


Bailey’s Irish Cream 

70cl £10.99 


Cassillero Del Diablo VAS 

£4.99 each 


Black Tower VAS 

Any Two Bottles £10.00 £5.49 Each 


John West Red Salmon & 
Princes West Salmon £2.99 2i3g 


Breezer or WKD 

75c! £2.99 Each 


Teachers or Grants 

70c! £12.49 


Dannoff Vodka 

70cl £10.991 Ur £13.99 


Irish Meadow 

70c! £4.001 Ur £6.99 


CASE PRICES IN STORE ★ CASE PRICES IN STORE ★ CASE PRICES IN STORE ★ CASE PRICES IN STORE 


Cockburns Fine Ruby Port 

70c! £7.99 


E&J Brandy 

70c! £11.99 


Carling 8 Cans 500ml £6.50 
24 Cans £17.99 


Breaker 

4 Cans 500ml £3.79 


Kronenbourg 8 Cans 500ml £7.50 
24 Cans £20.00 


John Smith’s 

4 Cans 500ml £3.50 


Strongbow 4 Cans £3.50 
24 Cans 500ml £18.00 


Sourz Assorted 

70c! £8.99 


Fosters 8 Cans 500ml £6.50 
24 Cans £17.99 


Stella 4 Cans 500ml£3.99 
24 Cans £22.00 


Red Stripe 4 Cans 480ml £3.99 
24 Cans £22.00 


Banks’s Mild & Bitter 

4 Cans £3.79 24 Cans £18.99 


Olde English 4 Cans £3.50 
24 Cans 500ml £18.00 


Magners, Carling Cidre 

Bottles £1.25 Each 


Cactus Jack Assorted 

£5.99 


Heidseck Monopole Blue Top 

75c! £16.00 


Carlsberg 8 Cans 

500ml £6.50 24 Cans £17.99 


Orangeboom Blue 

4 Cans 500ml £3.50 


Worthington 4 Cans 440ml 
8 Cans 440ml £6.50 


Any Polish Beers 4 Cans 500ml 
£4.00 24 Cans £22.00 


Three Hammers Strong Cider 

1 Ur £1.29 


Stella Cidre 

4 Cans 500ml £3.99 


Jagermeister 70cl £16.49 
50c! £13.00 


French Connection Champagne 

£15.99 


Carlsberg Export 8 Cans 500ml 
£7.50 24 Cans £20.00 


Holsten Pi Is 8Cans 500ml £7.50 
24 Cans £20.00 


Caffrey’s 4 Cans 440ml £3.99 

Barley Gold 4 Cans £5.00 


HCC Black Cider 4 Cans £3.29 
8 Cans 500ml £6.00 


Ales Mix & Match Assorted 

3 for £5.00 


Bulmers No17 

Black Cherry, Red Grape £1.85 Each 


NEWS 


Hundreds in 
petition call 
to improve 
road safety 

MORE than 200 people have signed a petition 
calling for action to be taken on a busy West 
Bromwich road. 

Those living on All Saints Way say something 
urgently needs to be done to improve safety after two 
accidents and several near misses. 

Complaints raised by the 


residents include what they 
describe as a dangerous set 
of parking bays on the road 
that, which were introduced 
as part of a red route scheme 
introduced in 2011. 

Resident Jagjeet Bajway 
who has gathered the peti¬ 
tion said she has seen hun¬ 
dreds of near misses and has 
had her garden wall demol¬ 
ished five times by speeding 
motorists since the intro¬ 
duction of the red route. 

“I’m surprised no one has 
ever been killed.” said the 
44-year-old full-time carer. 
“Since they introduced the 
bays we have had cars 
beeping their horns at us 
and threatening residents.” 

Earlier this year a 59- 
year-old woman suffered a 
broken hip, ankle, and sus¬ 
pected broken pelvis after 
being hit by a car in All 
Saints Way, outside Sand- 
well Hospital and just days 
earlier, a woman in her 60s 
was taken to hospital after 
being hit by a car close to the 


by Tom Mason 

Hargate Arms pub. Tony 
Dickenson lives on the same 
stretch of road and had a 
lucky escape when getting 
out the car after he was 
grazed by a speeding car. He 
said: “The driver must have 
been doing about 60 or 70 
miles an hour when he 
clipped me with his mirror. 

“I was dazed and confused 
and stepped on some leaves 
slipping over and cutting my 
eye.” He added that since 
the introduction of the 
parking bays he had been 
threatened by a number of 
motorists who don’t realise 
he is trying to park his car. 

“It’s only a matter of time 
before someone is killed on 
this road,” said the 50-year- 
old. “People treat this road 
like a motorway.” 

In the petition residents 
also say roots from tall trees 
are causing damage to their 
homes, while fallen leaves 
have been making the foot¬ 
path slippery. 


Health trust role move 



Former Stafford Hospital nursing chief Colin Ovington 


THERE IS a new face at Sandwell and West Birm¬ 
ingham Hospitals Trust’s board - Colin Ovington, 
the outgoing director of nursing at Stafford Hospital, 
who has taken over a similar role from Rachel Over¬ 
field, who was in the role for the past six years. 

Mr Ovington started in the role on Monday. The trust, 
which runs Sandwell, City and Rowley Regis hospitals, has 
also confirmed the appointment of Tony Waite to replace 
Robert White as director of finance and performance man¬ 
agement, from early 2014. 

Mr Waite has a two-decade long career at board level in 
finance. He served in Mid-Yorkshire as they overcame a 
legacy of poor estate and balanced financial recovery with 
quality and safety. He has also worked at Queen’s Medical 
Centre in Nottingham, Burton Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust, and Huddersfield. 

Trust Chairman Richard Samuda said: “Tony was the 
outstanding candidate in a strong field, attracted by our 
longstanding tradition of good financial management. 

“His determination to work through and alongside clini¬ 
cal staff shone through in the selection process.” 

Mr Waite added: “I am looking forward to moving to the 
West Midlands. The Trust is committed to integrating 
health and social care and to achieving excellence for 
patients. The ambition of those plans is exciting and I want 
to be part of their successful delivery.” Robert White joins 
the Audit Commission in February 2014. 



G JEN DAY m 



?rimaTyV//A v Ga 


Following the success of the first term in our brand new, purpose-built 
school, we warmly invite prospective parents and carers, who wish to 
view the facilities, to our open day on January 9th 2014. 

If you are interested in visiting please call 
Parveen on 0121 558 6331 to arrange a time. 


At Shireland Hall Primary Academy we offer: 

A child-centred curriculum through which children make 
great progress 






Modern, flexible and engaging indoor and outdoor learning 
spaces and facilities 

A welcoming and supportive ethos, for both children and 
their families 


" The school is a harmonious and welcoming community ” 

Ofsted 


To find out more about our academy for 3-11 year olds visit 


www.shirelandhall.co.uk 


or follow us 


fcuii fcfcer^ 


©ShirelandHall 



“ Shireland Hall is a great school that listens to children 
and helps them be the best they can be ” 

Parent 
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Gamma 
2 door robe 

in stock for 
immediate delivery 


NOW ONLY 

£149 


Omega 
2 door robe 

in stock for 
immediate delivery 


NOW ONLY 

£95 



llmor Bed frame Collection 

The llmor faux leather bed frame is a part of the Panache Collection and 
exclusive to NCF Furnishings. This bed features stunning chrome effect feet, 
classic styling along with a detailed head board end. 


5*0 KING WAS£329 

£169 




NCF Perry Barr, 

2-6 Kingstanding Road, 
Perry Barr, B448AA 


NCF Cape Hill: 

81-87 Cape Hill, 
Birmingham, B664SG 


take advantage of 

massive discounts 


©: 01213567022 i ©: 01215555427 throughout every department. 


WHY WAIT? IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON ALL PRODUCTS! 



I 
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IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

"Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

and simply click the FreeAds icon 

NO INTERNET ACCESS? PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW 

(ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 

© Please note, if you wish to book an ad by phone, post or in person, 
there will be a standard charge of £3.00 per advert 


CLUB NEWS 


2014 will 


star,with ^Auctioneer gives 

quiz date g talk to meeting 


GRANGE ‘E’ 
GUILD 


GRANGE ‘E’ Guild held 
their Christmas party at 
Grange Court, Prescott 
Road, Stourbridge on 
December 3. 

Chairman Hazel Smith 
read the minutes of the pre¬ 
vious meeting which were 
approved and signed. 

A warm welcome was 
given to guests from the Fed¬ 
eration, Margaret Tew and 
Hazel Butt and also to 
Oldswinford and Norton 
Guild members. 

A hot meal was served 
with a choice of lasagne or 
chicken chasseur followed 
by a selection of desserts all 
prepared and served by the 
guild committee. 

Following the meal the 
raffle was drawn and several 
ladies won prizes. 

Entertainment was pro¬ 
vided by local husband and 
wife team, John and Eve 
Evans and it was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. Tea, coffee 
and a warm mince pie were 
served during their per¬ 
formance. A vote of thanks 
was given by the chairman. 

Margaret Tew thanked 
the Grange guild committee 
and their members for their 
invitation to a very good 
evening. 

The next meeting will be 
held at Grange Court on 
February 4 when guild 
member Jackie Hill will hold 
a quiz night. The guild will 
be recruiting for new 
members for 2014/2015. 
Contact Secretary Jean 
Williams on 01384 832439. 



Mark Hannam was guest speaker 


PENN TOWNSWOMEN 


IN November, the Gardening Group visited Holly- 
bush Garden Centre and enjoyed a Christmas 
lunch with the chance to buy gifts, plants and dec¬ 
orations afterwards. 

After the business was conducted, the main 
speaker was Mark Hannam, from Fielding’s Auc¬ 
tioneers in Stourbridge. He had been on “Flog It” 
on several occasions and as Fielding’s holds spe¬ 
cialist collection auctions he was involved in the 
“Michael Jackson” items for sale recently. 

Other specialist auctions include Clarice Clift, 
Moorcroft and Stourbridge glass together with 
valuable items that may turn up when Mr 
Hannam values the contents of houses for probate 
purposes. 

Social Studies evening was “A brief History of 
Telford” or “2,000 years in 60 minutes” by Richard 
Bifield. It was a most interesting talk. 

He said Wellington had had a market for 700 
years, Wroxeter near Ironbridge is the largest 
Roman town to be excavated, Buildwas Abbey 
dates back to 1200 and Priorslee Hall is another 
old building. Back-to-back houses were first built 
in Madeley, while 1709 saw the start of the Indus¬ 
trial Revolution in Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge. 

On January 8, Robin Hill will give a talk on the 
working countryside, while the title of Cas Bailey’s 
January 22 talk is ‘If you can’t stand the heat, get 
out of the kitchen’. 

Meetings are held at Penn United Community 
Hall, Penn Road at 7.15pm. 


Pennants are exchanged 


SANDWELL Lions Club has 
been staging its annual 
Sleigh Run with the last of 
the three Saturday events 
taking place this weekend 
(December 21). 

Santa’s sleigh will be 
leaving St Hubert’s primary 
school at 4.30pm. The exact 
routes can be viewed on the 
Sandwell Lions website. 


SANDWELL 

LIONS 


Lions District 105 are 
donating water filters to the 
Philippines. A donation of 
£200 is also to be sent from 
Sandwell Lions Club. 

Sandwell Lions organised 
a tin shake for the ‘Poppy 


Appeal’ and around £700 
was raised. A recent 
dinner/dance in conjunction 
with Handsworth Lions 
raised £3,600 to be sent to 
aid flood victims in India. 

Two members who were 
on holiday in Spain took the 
opportunity to visit La Cala 
Lions Club and the two clubs 
exchanged pennants. 


Postcode: 


_Tel No:_ 


I enclose cheque/P.O. £.made payable to ‘MNA Ltd’. 

Please send to: ClassifiedAds, Express & Star, 51-53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES. 


‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and a 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


Join these businesses 
and grow your company by 
advertising in the Local Specialists published 
weekly in the Sandwell Chronicle. 



REACHING OVER 65,542 
POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS EACH WEEK 

• Trusted Sandwell Chronicle listing local companies offering 
competitive prices for all types of work 

» Research shows that readers respond to a local telephone number 

» Promotional advertisements published in Express & Star and 
Chronicle to raise section awareness 

» Advice and free artwork to ensure advertisement is fresh and 
delivering the right message at the right time 

• Tip of the week editorial support attracting more readers 


To advertise your business... 

Lisa Dandy, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 0QB 
Tel: 01902 319590 Email: l.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk 



in 
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES 


Closed Mon 23rd, Tues 24th, Wed 25th and Thurs 26th December. Open Fri 27th and Sat 28th December 10-4pm 
Closed Mon 30th, Tues 31st and Wed 1st January then re open as normal 2nd January 10-4pm 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


Bathroom including: 

• Fitting 

• Thermostatic bar shower 

• 800mm tray 

• 800mm side panel 

• 800 bifold door 

• WC unit 


• Basin unit 

» BTW pan and seat 

• Concealed cistern 

• Semi countertop basin 

• mixer tap 

• 7 sq mtr waterproof wall 
panelling 


ONLY £2399 Fully Fined 




Bathroom including: 

• Fitting 

• Bath 

• Front panel 

• Thermostatic bar shower 


• Bath and basin pillar taps 

• Shower screen 

• Basin and pedestal 

• WC pan cistern and seat 

• 8 sq mt tiles 


ONLY £1999 Fully Fined 


This fully assembled 18mm oak effect 
kitchen including 

• Soft Close Doors • Worktops 

and Drawers, • Cornice 

• Oven • pelmet 

• Hob • sink and taps 

• Hood 

£2299 inc VAT 



See 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

our virtual showroom at www.idealhomecare.co.uk 
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Twirl Coffee table 

in stock for immediate delivery 


was £299 £149 



Quebec Coffee table 

in stock for immediate delivery 


£99 



Flooring at NCF Furnishings! 

Transform your home with amazing pricing on flooring from NCF Furnishings. Come in 
store to find carpets and laminates that are perfect for your personal style. We have a 
wide range of contemporary to traditional carpets including underlay and rugs, as well 
as vinyl, laminate and wood flooring all at our lowest price! 



NCF Perry Barr, 

2-6 Kingstanding Road, 
Perry Barr, B448AA 

©:0121 3567022 


NCF Cape Hill: 

81-87 Cape Hill, 
Birmingham, B66 4SG 

®:0121 5555427 


take advantage of 

massive discounts 

throughout every department. 


WHY WAIT? IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON ALL PRODUCTS! 
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Now 86 - 30 years since the first in the pop compila¬ 
tion, taking music from Culture Club to One Direction 


Today’s pop stars, Katy Perry, above left, goes for a demure 
girl next door look while Lady Gaga goes for scary doll look 


FASHIONS and even the medium has 
changed, from New Edition to ID, 
from vinyl and cassette via CD to 
MP3, but the Now series of compila¬ 
tion albums just go on and on. 

This series officially called Now 
That’s What I Call Music! has cele¬ 
brated 30 years and reached its 86th 
edition. The format has remained 
much the same, a jukebox - young¬ 
sters, ask your nan - worth of the latest 
pop hits packed into one package. 

Rock fans may sneer that Now com¬ 
pilations are mere throwaway music, 
an audio Big Mac compared with the 
more sustaining fare of the serious 
artist. But that’s the point, this is 
casual consumer pop, packed with 
quick fixes of fun sounds to make a 
boring commute pass more quickly - 
and there’s nothing wrong with that 
provided an alternative is available. 

The first Now featured Culture 


Club, Phil Collins, Rod Stewart and 
UB40. Pop has hit back with a 
vengeance judging by a Now 86 line¬ 
up including Katy Perry, One Direc¬ 
tion, Jessie J, Lady Gaga, will.i.am, 
The Wanted, Lily Allen, James Arthur. 

Of course, you can also turn to spe¬ 
cialist Now releases. There is Now 
That’s What I Call Club Hits which, 
given the influence of dance music on 
pop, is similar to the mainstream series 
as it features Avicii, Jason Derulo, 
Robin Thicke, Naughty Boy, Rita Ora, 
Jessie J, and Lady Gaga. 

Now That’s What I Call Disney 
features just about every popular song 
you can think of from Disney movies 
and Now That’s What I Call Christ¬ 
mas has 63 festive tunes to soundtrack 
the big day from turkey stuffing to 
port-induced headache. 

Christmas is the traditional time to 
hear from Cliff Richard and the origi¬ 


nal Britpop superstar (if you don’t 
count Tommy Steele) is back but 
minus mistletoe and wine. Cliff has 
gone to his 1950s roots on his 100th 
album The Fabulous Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Songbook. It includes his new song 
Fabulous, which sounds rather like 
Elvis Presley’s Teddy Bear, which Cliff 
also covers. The King himself is repre¬ 
sented by The Nation’s Favourite 
Elvis Songs album, as chosen on TV 
As for today, Katy Perry roars back 
into contention as a top pop princess 
with album Prism including her hit 
Roar. But Lady Gaga seems to lose the 
plot with Artpop. She has taken her 
eye off the (Monster) ball with this 
lacklustre offering of so-so disco with a 
smattering of rap. There is a bit of 
shock but very little awe. If she spent 
as much time on the music as the out¬ 
landish outfits then maybe it would not 
be such a disappointment. LB 



Their tours offer a perfectly balanced combination 
of the 'must see 1 classic sights and delightful 
'hidden gems' - uncovered through extensive 
research of local areas. 


start extraTRAVEL 

RIVIERA 

TRAVEL 


A selection of fascinating European 
and worldwide escorted tours by 
air and Eurostar. 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY 8k SUNDAY 




Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 



> Accident at Work > Accidents Involving Children > Care Home Claims 


> Road Traffic Accident 

> Work Related Diseases 

> Slips, Trips & Falls 


> Medical Negligence 

> Hair Claims 

> Inquests & Fatal Claims 


> Accidents Abroad 

> Sporting Accidents 

> Defective Products 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 





Call: 0800 567 72 72 

Email: info@blvlaw.co.uk Web: www.blvlaw.co.uk 

BLV Law have recovered millions of pounds for victims of medical errors. 
BLV Law offer out of hours and home visits at a time to suit you. 


J 




For a brochure call 
(01902)319999 

(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) 

or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochures/web pages for full 
information plus terms and conditions 
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Got the family coming 
round this Christmas? 




Put away all those emergency chairs and blow up beds and get yourself down to.. 

HOMEFLAIR 

FURNITURE 

To view our ever extending range of chairs, dining sets, sofas, bedroom 
furniture, bookcases, storage beds - available in single, double and kingsize 
with a wide selection of mattresses. 

Loads of occasional furniture, ornaments, candles, rugs, vases, lamps, tv 
stands and giftware. 

Due to amazing public demand we are able to extend this offer 
for a further two weeks only. 

Hurry while stocks last!! 





0121 505 3131 

OPEN 9AM - SPM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
61-62 Union Street, Wednesbury WSIO 7HB 



MIDLANDS LTD 


GOLD, SILVER & FOREIGN CURRENCY DEALERS 


Y5Q EnJi7£Cne 

GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM,PALLADIUM, PRE 47 SILVER COINS, EURO NOTES, EURO COINS 

(1 CARAT +) DIAMONDS, DIAMOND JEWELLERY & MELTING SERVICE 

9ct Gold.£8.90 per gram Full Sovereign.£ 177 each 

14ct Gold.£ 13.84 per gram Full Kruggerand.£750 each 

18ct Gold.£17.80 per gram Platinum.£23.20 per gram 

22ct Gold.£21.76 per gram Silver (.925).32p per gram 


We sell £1 = 1.156 Euros £100 = 115.60 Euros 
We buy £1 = 1.207 
EUROS We also buy €1 & €2 Euro coins 

ANY CURRENCY CAN BE ORDERED WITH NO COMMISSION 


WE BUY AND SELL ALL DOLLARS 


DOLLARS 


We sell £1 = $1.60 
We buy $100 = £58.76 


Prices correct at time of printing but subject to daily change 


WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 

17 Market Place, Wednesbury 
WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 


BIRMINGHAM (M6 J6) 

36 Vyse Street, Jewellery Quarter, 
Birmingham B1 8 6JY 

Tel: 0121 554 8917 


HALESOWEN 

Goldfingers, Plaza Mall, 
Market Place. 

0121 85 8611 
(Euros only) 


CANNOCK 

Jabbas Jewels, Cannock Indoor Market. 

01543 572536 
(Euros only) 


TAMWORTH DGB 

7 Lower Gun Gate B79 7BA 

01827 51277 
(Euros only) 


www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 

I.D.Required Working in association with W.M. Police 
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NOT 

your fault? 



Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


fluidic ton c I)urnmer 


I T O k 


FREE HOME 
0121 544 


VISITS 

4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



Albion & Wolves 




now in stock 

ONLY £9 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Opening times: 

Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday 
Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience. 
We offer a full range of services from free quote and design to 
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling 
Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 





BBC 1 



BBC 2 


ITV 


Ch4 


Ch5 


Edward is forced to 
make a confession in 
Holby City, 8.00pm 

6.00 Breakfast 9.00 The Gruffalo 
(R) 9.30 A CBeebies Christmas 
Carol Adaptation of the Charles 
Dickens novel. 10.10 Sarah & 
Duck: Christmas Special 10.20 
FILM: The Santa Clause 3: The 
Escape Clause (2006) Christmas 
fantasy comedy sequel, starring 
Tim Allen. ★★★ 11.45 Only Fools 
and Horses Part two of two. The 
Trotters arrive in America. (R) 1.10 
BBC News 1.20 Regional News; 
Weather. 1.30 FILM: The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe 
(2005) Four children discover a 
secret entrance to a mystical land 
that an evil witch has cursed with 
perpetual winter. Fantasy adventure, 
starring Tilda Swinton and Georgie 
Henley.. ★★★ 


3.40 Toy Story 2 (1999) 

Animated sequel, with 
the voice of Tom Hanks. 

★★★★ 

5.10 Shrek the Halls Festive 
animated short, starring 
the lovable ogre. (R) 

5.35 BBC News 

5.50 Midlands Today; 

Weather. 

5.55 Finding Nemo 

(2003) Animated 
adventure, with the 
voices of Albert Brooks 
and Ellen DeGeneres. 

★★★★ 

7.30 EastEnders A defiant 
David resists Janine’s plea 
to drop his blackmail plan, 
and Joey is optimistic as 
Alice’s hearing arrives. Alfie 
and Kat bid an emotional 
farewell to the Queen Vic. 

8.00 Holby City Edward is 
forced to make a 
confession about Mary- 
Claire, Zosia is determined 
not to let her father back 
into her life, and Mo tries to 
pluck up the courage to 
ask Mr Thompson out. 
9.00 Last Tango in Halifax 
Gillian worries about the 
fallout from her confession 
and Kate is rushed;4o 
hospital. Caroline’s 
emotions are in turmoil as 
Celia and Alan’s wedding 
day dawns. Last in 'the 
series. 

10.00 Not Going Out 
Christmas Special Lee 

invites Lucy and her 
parents to join him and 
Daisy to spend Christmas 
in a cosy old country house 
that used to belong to his 
aunt - but they soon sense 
a spooky presence. 
10.450 utnumbered 
Christmas special from 
2012. The Brockmans 
throw a party, but Karen is 
too busy chatting online, 
Jake has fallen in with a 
bad crowd and the less 
said about the guests the 
better; (R) National Lottery 
Update 

11.30 BBC News; Weather. 
11.45Westminster Abbey: 

The First Eucharist of 
Christmas jlive service 
from Westminster Abbey in 
London, led by the Very 
Rev John Hall. Carols 
included) Come, All Ye 
Faithful, Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing and 0 Little 
Town of Bethlehem. 

1.05 FILM: Protocol (1984) 

Comedy, with Goldie Hawn and 

Chris Sarandon. ★★★ 2.35 

Weatherview 2.40 BBC News 



|o Brand Phill fupitus 
and Brendan O’Carroll 
feature in QI XL, 9.00pm 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 6.50 Natural 
World: Animal House (R) 7.50 
FILM: Herbie Rides Again (1974) 

Disney comedy sequel, starring 
Helen Hayes. ★★★ 9.15 

Westminster Abbey The choir 
prepares to sing at a papal Mass in 
St Peter’s Basilica, Rome. (R) 10.15 
FILM: An American in Paris (1951) 
Romantic musical, starring Gene 
Kelly and Leslie Caron. ★★★★ 
12.05 FILM: Splash! (1984) 
Romantic fantasy comedy, with Tom 
Hanks and Daryl Hannah. ★★★ 
1.50 FILM: Guys and Dolls (1955) 
A gambler tries to win the heart of a 
Salvation Army member, while his 
friend searches for somewhere to 
hold an illegal dice game. Musical, 
with Frank Sinatra and Marlon 
Brando. ★★★★ 


4.15 Fantasia (1940) 

Premiere. Animated 
anthology, set to 
famous pieces of 
classical music. ★★★★ 

6.15 Carols from King’s 
Music and readings from 
the Chapel of King’s 
College, Cambridge, 
including the carols Once 
in Royal David’s City, 0 
Little Town of Bethlehem 
and God Rest Ye Merry, 
Gentlemen. 

7.30 The Perfect 

Morecambe & Wise 
Christmas Special A 

selection of classic clips 
from the duo’s festive BBC 
specials, including Angela 
Rippon coming out from 
behind the news desk and 
Andre Previn being shown 
howto play Grieg. 

8.00 Victoria Wood’s 
Midlife Christmas A 
festive special from 2009 
that attempts to cram a 
night’s Christmas viewing 
into an hour. Highlights 
include the Midlife 
Olympics 2009, popular 
costume drama Lark Pies 
to Cranchesterford and the 
adventures of soap star Bo 
Beaumont. (R) 

9.00 01 XL Stephen Fry hosts a 
festive edition of the 
comedy quiz, with Jo 
Brand, Phill Jupitus, 
Brendan O’Carroll and 
Alan Davies answering 
questions on the theme of 
Kris Kringle. 

9.45 Mel Smith: I’ve Sort of 
Done Things A 

celebration of the life and 
career of the actor, writer 
and director, who died in 
July at the age of 60. With 
contributions by Griff Rhys 
Jones, John Lloyd and 
Richard Curtis. 

10.45 Comedy Connections 

The story of how Mel Smith 
and Griff Rhys Jones 
collaborated to create one 
of the most successful and 
influential partnerships in 
comedy history. (R) 
11.25The Awakening 
(2011) An investigator 
of supernatural hoaxes 
has her sceptical beliefs 
challenged when she is 
summoned to a 
haunting at a boarding 
school. Horror, starring 
Rebecca Hall and 
Dominic West. ★★★ 

1.05 FILM: The Spiral Staircase 

(1945) Period thriller, starring 

Dorothy McGuire, (b/w) ★★★ 2.30 

This Is BBC 2 



Priya tells David to call 
off the wedding in 
Emmerdale, 7.00pm 

6.00 Daybreak 8.30 Lorraine 9.25 
FILM: The Christmas Takeover 
(1998) A cold-hearted toy tycoon 
goes to the Nofth Pole to drive 
Santa out of business, only to have 
a crisis of conscience. Comedy 
drama, starring Harry Hamlin and 
William Hootkins. ★★ 11.30 

Catchphrase Revival of the game 
show, hosted by Stephen Mulhern. 
(R) 12.15 ITV News and Weather 
12.30 Let’s Do Christmas with 
Gino & Mel With singer Billy Ocean. 
Last in the series. 1.30 Steppin’ Out 
with Katherine Jenkins A cabaret 
show with the classical singer and 
celebrity guests. (R) 2.45 Gary 
Barlow: Journey to Afghanistan 
The X Factor judge performs^* 
concert for British troops at Camp 
Bastion. (R) 


w 


3.45 Fast Freddie, the 
Widow and Me Drama, 
starring Laurence Fox and 
Sarah Smart. (R) 

5.15 The Nation’s Favourite 
Christmas Song A 

countdown of the top 20 
festive tunes. (R) 

6.45 ITV News and Weather 

7.00 Emmerdale An emotional 

Priya tells David she wants 
him to call off the wedding 
and be a proper family with 
her and the baby. Megan 
packs her bags to leave 
after Declan lashes out 
again. 

7.30 You’ve Been Framed! 
At Christmas Harry Hill 
narrates a festive and 
comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring a kid wrestling a 
Christmas tree and the 
world’s most terrifying 


present. 


8.00 Midsomer Murders 

New series. Return of the 
long-running detective 
drama, starring Neil 
Dudgeon. It’s a time of joy 
and happiness in Midsomer 
for once - Christmas is 
coming, and DCI Barnaby 
and his wife Sarah (Fiona 
Dolman) are soon to 
become parents. But the 
festive mood changes 
when a man is stabbed to 
death with an antique 
sword during a ghost¬ 
hunting party at a spooky 
manor house in Morton 
Shallows. Is blacksmith’s 
daughter Rose Wilton 
seeking revenge from 
beyond the grave, or will 
Barnaby and new sidekick 
DS Charlie Nelson (Gwilym 
Lee) find a more earthly 
motive behind the murder? 
10.00 ITV News at Ten and 
Weather 

10.15 Christmas Carols on 

ITV Aled Jones presents 
an evening of festive 
performances from St 
Michael the Archangel 
Church in the village of 
Kirkby Malham, North 
Yorkshire. 

ll.lSCouples Retreat 
(2009) Four couples 
sign up for relationship 
therapy on a tropical 
island, but the treatment 
only serves to drive 
them apart. Comedy, 
starring Vince Vaughn, 
Malin Akerman and Jon 
Favreau. ★★ 

1.15 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA 

2.00 ITV Nightscreen 5.05 The 

Jeremy Kyle Show (R) 



Chris O’Dowd, The IT 
Crowd Special: The 
Internet Is Coming, 9.00pm 

6.20 Wilde Stories Animated 
version of The Selfish Giant. (R) 
6.50 Wilde Stories (R) 7.15 The 
Bear Animation based on the 
Raymond Briggs tale. (R) 7.45 
FILM: The Nativity Story (2006) 
Biblical drama, starring Keisha 
Castle-Hughes. ★★ 9.45 The Big 
Bang Theory Amy and Penny use 
Bernadette to spy on Leonard and 
Priya. (R) 10.15 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 10.40 The Simpsons 
The family spends Christmas on a 
ranch. (R) 11.10 The Simpsons (R) 
11.40 The Simpsons (R) 12.10 
Deal or No Deal: Ideal Christmas 
Noel Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 1.10 FILM: It’s a 
Wonderful Life (1946) Fantasy 
drama, starring James Stewart, 
(b/w) ★★★★ 


3.50 The Grinch (2000) 

Fantasy comedy, 
starring Jim Carrey. 

★★★ 

6.00 The Simpsons Featuring 
a parody of Michael Bay’s 
Transformers. (R) 

6.25 Hollyoaks Grace urg 
Trevor to push ahead 
his malicious plans 
Mercedes. 

6.55 Channel 4 News 
7.00 4thought.tv How 
Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

7.05 Ice Age: A Mammoth 
Christmas Festive spin¬ 
off of the animated films. 
Sid the sloth tries to redeem 
himself after accidentally 
ruining one of Manny the 
mammoth’s Christmas 
traditions. (R) 

7.30 The Snowman and the 
Snowdog Animated 
sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman, in 
which a boy’s snowman 
and snowdog magically 
come to life and take him 
on an adventure to the 
North Pole. (R) 

8.05 Big Fat Gypsy 
Weddings: Carols and 
Caravans Following the 
Christmas celebrations of 
the travelling community, 
including an escape to the 
sun in Tenerife, a festive 
18th birthday party and a 
spectacular winter 
wedding. (R) 

9.00 The IT Crowd Special: 
The Internet Is Coming 

Roy and Jen’s reputations 
are put at risk in the final 
episode when an incident 
involving spilt coffee and a 
homeless person ends up 
on the internet. Comedy, 
starring Chris O’Dowd. Part 
of The IT Crowd Night. (R) 
10.00 The IT Crowd Manual 
Behind the scene^ of the 
comedy. 

11.05The IT Crowd: The 
Fans’ Favourite 
Episode A people’s 
choice episode. (R) 

11.35The IT Crowd: The 
Writer’s Favourite 
Episode Graham 
Linehan’s favourite chapter 
for the gang. (R) 

12.10 The Inbetweeners (R) 12.40 
The Inbetweeners (R) 1.10 The 
Inbetweeners (R) 1.35 The 

Inbetweeners (R) 2.05 FILM: 
Idiocracy (2006) ★★★ 3.25 90210 
4.05 Suburgatory 4.30 
Suburgatory 4.50 Suburgatory 
5.15 A Place in the Sun: Winter 
Sun (R) 



Ashley Maddocks, Eddie 
Stobart: 12 Days of 
Christmas, 8.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Chinese 
Food in Minutes Oriental cooking. 
(R) 10.05 The Dog Rescuers A 

Grimsby inspector finds two 
puppies locked in a dirty bathroom. 
(R) 10.40 World’s Strongest Man 
2013: Qualifiers James Richardson 
presents action from the Giants Live 
Series event in Norway, which was 
the fourth qualifier for the World’s 
Strongest Man heats. (R) 11.40 
Eddie Stobart’s Christmas 
Cracker The truckers deliver a 
consignment of reindeer for a 
Christmas parade. (R) 12.40 FILM: 
Clash of the Titans (1981) A hero 
of ancient Greece journeys into the 
underworld to save a princess from 
being sacrificed to a sea monster. 
Mythical adventure, starring Harry 
Hamlin and Laurence Olivier. ★★★ 


3.00 Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels (1988) 

Comedy, starring 
Michael Caine and 
Steve Martin. ★★★ 

5.10 Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol 
( 1951 ) A hard-hearted 
skinflint is taught the 
error of his ways by a 
succession of spectral 
visitors. Adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol, with 
Alastair Sim and Mervyn 
Johns. ★★★★ 

7.00 Eddie Stobart: 12 Days 
of Christmas A 

compilation of the most 
memorable festive 
moments from the series 
following the haulage 
company, featuring 
workers battling the 
elements, the traffic and 
the Christmas rush; 5 News 
Update 

8.00 The Muppets and Lady 
Gaga at Christmas The 

pop superstar joins forces 
with the furry gang of 
puppets for 

an entertainment 
extravaganza, performing 
seasonal favourites and 
her own hits. She sings 
duets with Kermit the Frog, 
musician Elton John, actor 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt and 
drag artist RuPaul, while 
Forgetting Sarah Marshall 
star Kristen Bell appears in 
a sketch alongside the 
Muppets and Lady Gaga; 
(R) 5 News at 9 

9.10 Greatest Ever 
Christmas Movies 

Countdown of the best 
festive films, from White 
Christmas and It’s a 
Wonderful Life to Bad 
Santa and Elf. Gremlins 
star Zach Galligan and 
Miracle on 34th Street’s 
Mara Wilson talk about 
their experiences making 
their movies, while Aled 
Jones reveals that he 
hadn’t even seen classic 
animation The Snowman 
until 10 years ago - despite 
having a hit in 1985 with a 
version of its famous song 
Walking in the Air. Featuring 
contributiejns by Ollie 
Locke, Stacey Solomon, 
Joe Swash and Eamonn 
Holmes. 

12.05 Britain’s Craziest Christmas 
Lights (R) 1.05 SuperCasino 3.05 
Blackpool Lights 3.55 House 
Doctor (R) 4.20 House Doctor (R) 
4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 
Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 
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BBC 1 

■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Michael McIntyre’s 
Showtime, from the 02 in 
London, 10.05pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
business news. 9.00 The Gruffalo’s 
Child Animated sequel, with the 
voice of Robbie Coltrane. (R) 9.25 
The Madagascar Penguins in a 
Christmas Caper (R) 9.40 Old 
Jack’s Boat: The Christmas Quest 
Jack’s search for three Christmas 
gifts. 10.00 Christmas Day: Live 
from Westminster Abbey 
Traditional morning service. 11.00 
FILM: Chicken Run (2000) 
Animated comedy, with the voices 
of Mel Gibson and Julia Sawalha. 
★★★ 12.20 BBC News; Weather. 
12.30 FILM: The Princess and the 
Frog (2009) Disney animated 
musical fantasy, with the voice of 
Anika Noni Rose. ★★★ 2.00 Top of 
the Pops Christmas The year’s 
most successful chart acts. 



Actor Mark Gatiss 
presents MR James: 
Ghost Writer, 10.05pm 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 6.20 Natural 
World: The Real Jungle Book Bear 

India’s sloth bear, the inspiration for 
The Jungle Book’s Baloo. (R) 7.20 
FILM: Herbie Goes Bananas 
(1980) Disney adventure, starring 
Cloris Leachman. ★★ 8.50 FILM: 
The Red Shoes (1948) Oscar- 
winning drama, with Moira Shearer. 
★★★★ 11.00 Carols from King’s 
Music and readings from the Chapel 
of King’s College, Cambridge. (R) 
12.15 Music of the Monarchy with 
David Starkey A selection of full- 
length royal classics. 1.20 Swingin’ 
Christmas Festive music by the 
John Wilson Orchestra. (R) 2.45 
The Perfect Morecambe & Wise 
Christmas Special A selection of 
classic clips from the duo’s festive 
BBC specials. (R) 



Nick flies into a rage 
and slaps Leanne in 
Coronation Street, 7.30pm 

6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Dino Dan (R) 6.40 
Sooty (R) 6.50 Bookaboo (R) 7.05 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.20 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.55 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.10 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.25 Dinner Date 
(R) 9.25 FILM: Santa Claus: The 
Movie (1985) Family fantasy 
adventure, starring Dudley Moore. 
★★ 11.25 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special (R) 12.30 The Big 
Christmas Reunion (R) 1.30 
You’ve Been Framed! At 
Christmas (R) 2.00 River Deep 
Mountain High: James Nesbitt in 
New Zealand James Nesbitt travels 
from the tip of the North Island down 
to the South. 



David Dickinson, Alan 
Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special, 9.30pm 

6.10 Ivor the Invisible (R) 6.35 
Prep & Landing (R) 7.00 Famous 
Fred (R) 7.25 Little Wolf’s Book of 
Badness (R) 7.55 Olive, the Other 
Reindeer (R) 8.50 FILM: James 
and the Giant Peach (1996) ★★★ 
10.25 FILM: Horton Hears a Who! 
(2008) ★★★ 12.05 The Big Bang 
Theory Bernadette receives her 
PhD. (R) 12.35 The Big Bang 
Theory Sheldon re-evaluates the 
time he spends with Amy. 1.05 The 
Simpsons Homer plays Santa. (R) 
1.40 The Snowman Animated 
adventure, based on Raymond 
Briggs’ festive tale. (R) 2.10 The 
Snowman and the Snowdog 
Animated sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman. (R) 2.45 The 
Simpsons Bart destroys the 
family’s Christmas presents. (R) 



Noddy Holder narrates 
Britain’s Craziest 
Christmas Lights, 7.30pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.05 FILM: 
Scrooge (1970) A miserly man is 
taught the error of his ways by a 
host of spectral visitors. Musical 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol, starring Albert 
Finney and Alec Guinness. ★★★ 
10.15 FILM: Gone with the Wind 
(1939) A plantation heiress has a 
tumultuous relationship with a 
roguish Southern gentleman during 
the American Civil War. Epic 
romantic drama, starring Vivien 
Leigh and Clark Gable. ★★★★ 2.35 
FILM: Casablanca (1942) The 
owner of a Moroccan nightclub is 
reunited with an old flame who 
needs his help to escape the 
country. Romantic drama, starring 
Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman 
and Claude Rains, (b/w) ★★★★ 


4 


3.00 The Queen 

3.10 BBC News; Weather. 

3.20 Toy Story 3 (2010) 

Premiere. Animated 
adventure, with the 
voices of Tom Hanks 
and Tim Allen. ★★★★ 
5.00 Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special Six 
Strictly newcomers 
compete. 

6.15 Call the Midwife: 
Christmas Special 

Preparations for Shelagh’s 
wedding are rudely 
interrupted by the 
discovery ofan unexploded 
bomb, forcing the residents 
to pull together as they are 
evacuated to safety. 

7.30 Doctor Who Matt Smith 
makes his final appearance 
as the Doctor, who joins 
some of the universe’s 
deadliest alien species 
drawn to a mysterious 
message emanating from a 
backwater planet. 

8.30 EastEnders Bianca is put 
out when Nikki arrives at 
her house on Christmas 
Day, while David and Carol 
get closer - but Janine 
looks set to ruin things. 

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special The 
first of two festive editions. 
Mrs Brown tries to find out 
what her grandson wants 
for Christmas and loses her 
temper at the family games 
night when no one plays by 
her rules. 

10.05 Michael McIntyre’s 
Showtime Stand-up 
comedy performed at the 
02 in London during his 
10-night run in 2012, 
featuring stories about a 
horrific trip to the dentist 
and watching his wife get 
undressed. 

11.05 BBC News; Weather. 

11.20 On Christmas Night 

Actor Patrice Naiambana 
reads from the Gospel of St 
Matthew, followed by the 
Sussex Carol performed by 
the Choir of King’s College, 
Cambridge. 

11.25 The Vicar of Dibley The 

villagers celebrate 
Christmas, and vicar 
Geraldine learns there is a 
heavy price to be paid for 
festive kindness when she 
agrees : /td attend three 
slap-up lunches; (R) 
National Lottery Update 

12.10 Would I Lie to You? At 

Christmas (R) 12.40 FILM: 

Anchorman: The Legend of Ron 

Burgundy (2004) ★★★ 2.15 

Weatherview 2.20 BBC News 


3.15 Doctor Who at the 
Proms Highlights of the 
2013 concert featuring 
music from the sci-fi series. 

(R) 

4.30 An Adventure in Space 
and Time Drama about 
the creation of Doctor Who, 
starring David Bradley. (R) 

6.00 Sign Zone: The Queen 
Her Majesty’s annual 
address to the nation and 
the Commonwealth. (R) 
6.10 Matthew Bourne’s 
Sleeping Beauty A 
performance of 

Tchaikovsky’s ballet by the 
New Adventures dance 
company, reimagined by 
Matthew Bourne as a 
supernatural love story 
featuring vampires, fairies 
and gothic opulence. 
7.40 Christmas Night with 
the Two Ronnies The 
comedy duo perform 
songs and sketches in a 
Christmas special from 
1987, featuring a guest 
appearance by Charlton 
Heston and music by Elton 
John. (R) 

8.30 Morecambe & Wise: 
Leading Ladies 

Penelope Keith presents a 
compilation of highlights 
from the comedy duo’s 
shows featuring 
appearances by female 
stars of stage and screen. 

9.30 The Tractate Middoth 
Terrifying spirits are 
summoned to a library after 
two men search for an 
obscure Hebrew text. Mark 
Gatiss’s adaptation of MR 
James’s tale, starring 
Sacha Dhawan and John 
Castle. 

10.05 MR James: Ghost 
Writer Actor and writer 
Mark Gatiss examines the 
life and career of author MR 
James, attempting to 
uncover the inspirations 
behind his stories of the 
supernatural. 

11.05QI XL Stephen Fry 
presents a festive special 
from 2010, as Daniel 
Radcliffe, Graham Norton, 
Lee Mack and regular Alan 
Davies answer questions 
on the theme <fbjgy§is 
pocus. (R) 

11.50 Hebburn Sarah flies in to 
Hebburn for Christmas 
from Switzerland with Jack, 
and her parents and 
miserable grandmother 
head up north too. Last in 
the series. (R) 

12.20 FILM: Dead Poets Society 

(1989) ★★★ 2.25 This Is BBC 2 


3.00 The Queen Her Majesty’s 
annual address. 

3.10 I TV News and Weather 
3.20 Tangled (2010) 

Disney animated 
comedy, with the voice 
of Mandy Moore. ★★★ 

5.15 Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs at 
Christmas The comedian 
helps out at Battersea 
Dogs & Cats Home over 
the festive period. 

6.15 Emmerdale Hour-long 
episode. Alicia and David’s 
wedding day arrives and 
everything seems to be 
going wrong, while Charity 
catches a drunken Declan 
pouring petrol around his 
house. 

7.15 ITV News and Weather 

7.30 Coronation Street 

Hour-long episode. Nick 
flies into a rage and slaps 
Leanne, Roy’s hopes for a 
quiet Christmas with 
Hayley are dashed, and 
Carla makes Peter an eq ual 
partner in Underworld. 

8.30 Downton Abbey it’s 
summer and as part of 
Rose’s debutante ‘coming 
out’ she is to be presented 
at Buckingham Palace. The 
family is in London, 
preparing Grantham 
House for the busy social 
programme, and Martha 
Levinson, not one to miss 
such a grand occasion, 
arrives from New York with 
Cora’s recently disgraced 
brother Harold (Sideways 
star Paul Giamatti). Both 
outspoken and larger than 
life, they make quite an 
impression on certain 
members of high society. 
Meanwhile, when the 
Crawleys are implicated in 
a scandal that threatens to 
engulf the monarchy, 
Robert goes to great 
lengths to protect the royal 
family- and his own. Last in 
the series. 

10.30 ITV News and Weather 
10.45 Love Actually 

(2003) Interlinked tales 
of several people in 
search of love. Richard 
Curtis’s romantic 
comedy, with Hugh 
Grant, Martine 
McCutcheon, Emma 
Thompson, Colin Firth, 

Bill Nighy and Liam 
Neeson. ★★★ 

1.10 Christmas Carols on ITV (R) 

2.10 FILM: Closing the Ring 

(2007) Drama, starring Shirley 

MacLaine. ★★★ 4.05 ITV 

Nightscreen 


3.15 Deal or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas Noel 
Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 

4.15 The Alternative 
Christmas Message 

Another famous face 
delivers an alternative 
the Queen’s speech. 

4.20 Channel 4 News 

4.30 4thought.tv Hi 

Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

4.35 The Muppet 
Christmas Carol 
(1992) Puppet 
comedy, starring 
Michael Caine. ★★★ 

6.15 Home Alone 2: Lost 
in New York (1992) A 
boy ends up stranded in 
the Big Apple - where 
he bumps into two 
familiar burglars with an 
axe to grind. Comedy 
sequel, starring 
Macaulay Culkin, Joe 
Pesci and Daniel Stern. 
★★★ 

8.30 Bear’s Wild Weekend 
with Stephen Fry Bear 
Grylls takes the Ql host on 
an expedition to the Italian 
Dolomites, setting him a 
series of challenges, from 
travelling on the skids of a 
helicopter to descending a 
waterfall. 

9.30 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The 

comedian hosts a show 
filled with festive fun and 
frolics, joined by Russell 
Brand, Davina McCall and 
David Dickinson. Little Mix 
perform their new single. 
Last in the series. 

10.35 Man Down Christmas 
Special Scrooge 3000 - a 
festive school play set in 
space - and a terrifying 
yuletide tradition are just 
two of the Christmas 
challenges that risk 
reducing Dan’s life to a 
crumbling mess. 

11.05 Father Ted Christmas 
Special Fathers Ted and 
Dougal endure thdir worst 
Christmas ever when they 
get lost in a lingerie 
department, leaving them 
in a highly embarrassing 
predicament. Festive 
edition from 1996. (R) 

12.15 Father Ted (R) 12.50 Father 

Ted (R) 1.20 Father Ted (R) 1.45 

Father Ted (R) 2.15 Father Ted (R) 

2.40 Father Ted (R) 3.05 FILM: A 

Matter of Life and Death (1946) 

★ ★★★ 4.50 90210 5.30 

Suburgatory 5.55 Prep & Landing: 

Naughty v Nice (R) 



4.40 Greatest Ever 
Christmas Movies 

Countdown of the best 
festive films, from It’s a 
Wonderful Life to Bad 
Santa. Featuring 
contributions by Gremlins 
star Zach Galligan and 
Miracle on 34th Street’s 
Mara Wilson. (R) 
r.30 Britain’s Craziest 
Christmas Lights 
Former Slade frontman 
Noddy Holder narrates a 
documentary following 
four households as they 
turn their homes into 
electric winterwonderlands 
with extensive displays of 
festive illuminations. For 
these Christmas 
obsessives, who include 
Dave and Carol Edwards, 
putting up the lights 
involves a head for heights, 
DIY wiring skills and an 
unshakable resolve, with 
some inspired by the bling 
of Blackpool while others 
aim for the ambitious scale 
of a West End show. (R) 

8.30 Eddie Stobart: 12 Days 
of Christmas A 
compilation of the most 
memorable festive 
moments from the series 
following the day-to day 
work of the haulage 
company that has road, rail 
and air divisions. The 
programme features 12 of 
the best tales of the firm’s 
employees as they battle 
the elements, the traffic 
and the crazy Christmas 
rush to make sure their 
deliveries are on time. (R) 

9.30 Michael Jackson’s 
This Is It (2009) 
Premiere. Documentary 
following the singer 
rehearsing for his 
planned 50 shows at 
London’s 02, before his 
death in June 2009. 
Featuring interviews 
with Jackson and 
performances of classic 
hits including Billy Jean 
and Wanna Be Startin’ 
Something. ★★★ 

11.40 Greatest Christmas TV 
Moments Countdown of 
50 festive TV highlights, 
featuring Gavin & Stacey, 
Morecambe and Wise, 
Only Fools and Horses, 
Wallace and Gromit, Doctor 
Who, Top of the Pops and 
The Royle Family. (R) 

2.35 SuperCasino 3.55 House 

Doctor (R) 4.20 House Doctor (R) 

4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 

Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 



GET INSTANT 
CASH 

FOR ALL YOUR 
OLD CLOTHES 
AND RAGS 



We Buy: 
Clothing 
Soft Toys 
Shoes 
Handbags 

• No Bedding, 

• Pillow Cases • Workwear 

• Dirty or Damaged Clothes 

or Asian Clothes 

We also take Washing 
Machines, Fridges 
and any other surplus 
appliances 


07808 085919 

www.oberonrecycling.co.uk 
Email: info@oberonrecycling.co.uk 


275 Bristnall Hall Road, 
Oldbury B689NF 
(Queens Head, Opp Garage) 


Shop: 

145Lunt Road, 
Bilston 
WV14 7AJ 
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VW Special* at Car Macfiank 

^®aga@@0@0D3 


Unit 2 Belpter Enterprise Park, Greets 
Green, West Bromwich B70 9EN 


W" HENLEY 
“FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

An Independent, Caring, Family-run Business 
Giving you support in your time of need 
The only Independent Family Run 
Funeral Directors in Oldbury. 

24-hr service: all areas covered 

Telephone FREE on 0800 056 6564 

EMILY HOUSE, WARLEY ROAD, OLDBURY 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3, 

NO MUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TERN UP - £10 PER BOOT 1 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN 



FIREWOOD FOR SALE 

MIXED WOOD LOGS IN BUILDRS BAG 

£60 DELIVERED 



HALF LOADS AVAILABLE 

LAMBSWICK LOGS 

CALL TODAY on 

07505 030643 


BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS 


adcocks 


Providing legal services in Wills & Estates Commercial 

West Bromwich for over 100 years Leasehold 

Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 



Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above sea-level in the ‘Heart of 
Wales’. Fantastic views with red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location 
and excellent touring centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round 
availability. Superb holiday accommodation. PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


BASTABLE CAR SPARES 


Battery Bargains!! 

All car and light commercials stocked 
3 year guarantee 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
Don't delay, phone today:- Tel: 0121 552 2851 
33-35 LANGLEY HIGH STREET, OLDBURY 




BBC 1 


■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Landlord Mick makes his 
presence felt in 
EastEnders, 7.15pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
business news. 9.00 Room on the 
Broom (R) 9.25 Mouse and Mole 
at Christmas Time Snowmole 
takes Mouse to a land where all of 
his wishes come true. 9.55 FILM: 
101 Dalmatians (1996) Disney 
comedy adventure remake, starring 
Glenn Oldses ★★★ 11.30 FILM: 
Flushed Away (2006) Animated 
adventure, featuring the voice of 
Hugh Jackman. ★★★ 12.50 BBC 
News 1.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 1.05 FILM: Wallace & 
Gromit in The Curse of the Were- 
Rabbit (2005) Oscar-winning 
animated adventure, with the voice 
of Peter Sallis. ★★★ 2.25 FILM: 
Alice in Wonderland (2010) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Mia 
Wasikowska. ★-< 


4.05 


5.45 

6.00 


6.05 


7.15 


7.45 


8.15 


Cars 2 (2011) 

Premiere. Animated 
adventure sequel, with 
the voice of Owen 
Wilson. ★★★ 

BBC News 

Midlands Today; 

Weather. 

Gangsta Granny Family 
comedy based on David 
Walliams’ book about a 
law-breaking OAP who 
takes her bored grandson 
on a crime spree. Julia 
McKenzie, Joanna Lumley 
and Rob Brydon star. 
EastEnders Phil is in for a 
surprise when new Vic 
landlord Mick makes his 
presence felt. Max finds 
Lauren and Jake together 
and Joey gets bad news 
from the prison. 

Still Open All Hours 
David Jason returns as 
Granville in this one-off 
special of Roy Clarke’s 
popular comedy, now 
running the shop with his 
son after inheriting the 
business from Arkwright. 
Death Comes to 
Pemberley New series. 
Anna Maxwell Martin, 
Matthew Rhys anc^Jenna 
Coleman star in this sequel 
to Pride and Prejudice, 
adapted from the best¬ 
selling novel by PD James, 
which brings Jane Austen’s 
world back to life in a highly 
original way-with a murder 
mystery plot at its centre. 
Continues tomorrow. 

9.20 Len Goodman’s 
Perfect Christmas 
Strictly Come Dancing 
judge Len Goodman takes 
a trip through the TV 
archives, choosing a series 
of small-screen clips to 
demonstrate his idea of the 
perfect Christmas Day. 
10.00 BBC News 
10.15Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day Gary 
Lineker introduces 
highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester City 
v Liverpool and Hull City v 
Manchester United. 
11.55 Have I Got a Bit More 
2013 News for You 
Extended highlights from 
this f&ifrfr editions, 
revisiting how Paul Merton, 
Ian Hislop and a variety of 
guests took on the big 
news stories of 2013. Last 
in the series. 

12.40 Skiing Weatherview 12.45 

BBC News 



Ben Fogle, Ben & fames 
Versus the Arabian 
Desert on at 9.15pm 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 Preview of 
upcoming programmes. 6.05 
Natural World The devastating 
power of the African driver ant. (R) 
6.50 FILM: Herbie Goes to Monte 
Carlo (1977) Disney comedy 
adventure sequel, starring Dean 
Jones. ★★★ 8.35 Westminster 
Abbey The new intake of pupils talk 
about their lives at the choir school. 
Last in the series. (R) 9.35 
Earthflight Bird’s-eye view of the 
natural world. (R) 10.35 Pride & 
Prejudice: Having a Ball A team of 
experts recreates a Regency ball. 
(R) 12.05 FILM: Emma (1996) Jane 
Austen drama, starring Gwyneth 
Paltrow and Ewan McGregor. ★★★ 
2.00 Operation Snow Tiger Part 
one of two. Scientists studying 
I Siberian tigers. (R) 


3.00 Operation Snow Tiger 

Part two of two. Liz Bonnin 
searches for a tiger that has 
gone missing. (R) 

4.00 Final Score A round-up 
of this afternoon’s football 
results. 

5.15 You Have Been 
Watching - David Croft 

A tribute to the TV comedy 
writer. (R) 

6.15 Dad’s Army (1971) 

The Home Guard 
soldiers are put on their 
mettle as they get ready 
to captu re th ree German 
aviators. British comedy 
based on the TV series, 
starring Arthur Lowe 
and John Le Mesurier. 
★★★ 

7.45 Christmas University 
Challenge Alumni from 
the colleges of Gonville & 
Caius, Cambridge, and 
Christ Church, Oxford, 
compete, with Andrew 
Graham-Dixonand Michael 
Dobbs among 'the 
contestants. 

8.15 Idris Elba - King of 
Speed Part one of two. 
Documentary in which the 
Luther star embarks on an 
international journey to 
explore the history of car 
racing while sampling the 
thrill of competition 
vehicles. 

9.15 Ben & James Versus 
the Arabian Desert Part 
one of two. Four years after 
On Thin Ice-their Antarctic 
expedition for BBC Two - 
James Cracknell and Ben 
Fogle reunite to attempt an 
unguided crossing of a 
portion of the Rub’ al Khali 
desert - also known as the 
Empty Quarter. The duo 
are following in the 
footsteps of British explorer 
Wilfred Thesigefy who 
travelled extensively in the 
region between 1945 and 
1949 and earned the 
nickname of Mubarak bin 
London from the Bedouin 
tribes. 

10.15 King Arthur (2004) A 

Roman commander in 
fifth-century Britain 
comes to realise his true 
destiny is to lead the 
people against Saxon 
invaders. Adventure, 
starring Clive Owen and 
Keira Knightley. ★★ 

12.10 FILM: Dracula (1958) 

Hammerhorror.starringChristopher 

Lee. ★★★★ 1.30 FILM: Sign Zone: 

Jane Eyre (2011) Period drama, 

starring Mia Wasikowska. ★★★ 

3.20 This Is BBC 2 



Keith Lemon hosts 
Through the Christmas 
Keyhole, 11.20pm 

6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Dino Dan (R) 6.40 
Sooty (R) 6.50 Bookaboo 7.05 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.20 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.55 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.10 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.25 Dinner Date 
David from Essex chooses three 
blind dates from five potential 
partners. Narrated by Charlotte 
Hudson. 9.25 FILM: Problem 
Child (1990) Comedy, starring 
John Ritter. ★ 11.00 FILM: The 
Flintstones (1994) Live-action 
version of the cartoon comedy, with 
John Goodman. ★★ 12.45 ITV 
News and Weather 1.05 FILKhji 
Casper (1995) Family comedy, 
starring Christina Ricci. ★★★ 


3.00 Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 
1 - Behind the Magic 

Ben Shephard interviews 
the stars of the film. (R) 
4.00 Off Their Rockers 
A pensioner’s wheelchair is 
stolen. Last in the series. 

(R) 

4.30 The Nation’s Favourite 
Elvis Song A countdown 
of the King’s 20 greatest 
hits, as voted for by the 
public, featuring 
contributions by stars he 
influenced and an interview 
with his ex-wife Priscilla 
Presley. (R) 

6.00 ITV News and Weather 

6.15 Emmerdale Hour-long 
episode. At Home Farm, 
the fire is raging and 
Charity tries to get Declan 
to leave. Eventually, they 
flee the grounds, but 
Megan rushes inside - and 
becomes trapped. 

7.15 Harry Potter and the 

Deathly Hallows: 
Part 1 (2010) 

Premiere. The dark lord 
Voldemort rises to 
ultimate power over the 
magical world, so the 
teenage wizard and his 
friends set out on a 
mission to find the 
magical horcruxes - 
artefacts containing 
parts of the evil wizard’s 
soul that hold the key to 
destroying him. The first 
half of the two-part 
conclusion to the 
fantasy saga, starring 
Daniel Radcliffe, Ralph 
Fiennes, Emma Watson 
and Rupert Grint. ★★★ 

10.051 Am Britney Jean: 
Britney Spears in Las 
Vegas Documentary 
following the pop star as 
she prepares for her 
performance residency in 
Las Vegas, revealing how 
she handles the pressures 
that come with the next 
chapter of her career. 

11.05 ITV News and Weather 

11.20 Through the Christmas 
Keyhole Keith Lemon 
returns with a festive 
rummage through the 
homes of three mystery 
celebrities, challenging 
regular panellist Dave 
Berry and guests to guess 
their identities. (R) 

12.20 FILM: The Affair of the 

Necklace (2001) Period drama, 

starring Hilary Swank. ★ 2.20 FILM: 

Inland Empire (2006) Mystery 

drama, starring Laura Dern. ★★★ 

5.20 ITV Nightscreen 



Come Dine with Me: 

Comedians Christmas 
Special, 4.35pm 

6.15 FILM: Mysterious Island 
(1961) Sci-fi adventure, starring 
Michael Craig. ★★★ 8.00 Morning 
Line A look ahead to today’s 
meeting at Kempton Park. 9.00 
Frasier Part two of two. Niles is 
suspected of being an accomplice 
to murder. (R) 9.30 Frasier Lilith 
and Frasier are set up on a blind 
date. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory Howard gets caught in a 
strange argument. (R) 10.30 FILM: 
The King and I (1956) Oscar- 
winning musical, starring Yul 
Brynner and Deborah Kerr. ★★★ 
1.05 Channel 4 Racing Clare 
Balding and Nick Luck present live 
coverage of five races from 
Kempton Park and Wetherby, 
including the 3.10 King George VI 


3.35 Deal or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas Noel 
Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 

4.35 Come Dine with Me: 
Comedians Christmas 
Special Sean Hughes, 
Gina Yashere, Paul 
Tonkinson and Duncan 
Norvelle compete. (R) 

5.35 Hollyoaks The Roscoes 
have more than one reason 
to celebrate as Christmas 
Day arrives. Fraser worries 
when Grace goes missing, 
and plans are put into 
action to steal Mercedes’ 
new fortune. 

6.05 Channel 4 News 
6.15 4thought.tv How 

Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

6.20 Independence Day 
(1996) A fleet of huge 
flying saucers launches 
a devastating and 
unprovoked attack on 
Earth. As survivors try to 
flee the seemingly 
unstoppable alien 
invaders, t$r| 
courageous 
president, an ace pilot 
and a computer genius 
come up with a plan to 
take the fight to the 
enemy and save the 
human race. Roland 
Emmerich’s sci-fi 
adventure, starring Will 
Smith, Bill Pullman, Jeff 
Goldblum, Mary 
McDonnell, Randy 
Quaid and Harry 
Connick Jr. ★★★ 

9.00 Big Fat Quiz of the Year 
2013 Jimmy Carr poses 
questions about the major 
events of the year to Jack 
Whitehall, Jonathan Ross, 
Dara 0 Briain, Kristen 
Schaal, Noel Fielding and 
Richard Ayoade. 

11.05 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The 

comedian hosts a show 
filled with festive fun and 
frolics, joined by actor and 
comedian Russell Brand, 
presenters Davina McCall 
and David Dickinson, and 
girl group Little Mix, who 
perform their new single 
Little Me. Last in the series. 

(R) 

12.10 FILM: Machete (2010) 
Action thriller, starring Danny Trejo. 
★★★ 2.00 FILM: Legend (1985) 
Fantasy adventure, with Tom 
Cruise. ★★ 3.35 A Place in the 
Sun: Winter Sun (R) 4.35 Secret 
Removers 5.30 Suburgatory 5.55 
Suburgatory 


7. 



Laurence Shahlaei, 
World’s Strongest Man 
2013 on at 8.15pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.45 World’s 
Strongest Man 2013: Qualifiers 
(R) 10.45 Eddie Stobart: 12 Days 
of Christmas The haulage 
company’s most memorable festive 
moments. (R) 11.45 World’s Most 
Pampered Pets Documentary 
about people who spoil their pets. 
12.45 FILM: High Society (1956) 
Complications arise when a playboy 
composer tries to stop his ex-wife 
from marrying another man. 
Romantic musical comedy, starring 
Bing Crosby and Frank Sinatra. 
★★★ 2.55 FILM: Meet Me in St 
Louis (1944) A close-knit family is 
worried that a prospective move to 
New York will mean missing out on 
the 1904 World’s Fair. Musical, 
starring Judy Garland, Tom Drake 
and Margaret O’Brien. ★★★★ 


5.15 The Wizard of Oz 
(1939) A tornado 
whisks a girl off to a 
magical land where she 
embarks on a journey in 
search of the wizard 
who knows the way 
home. Musical fantasy, 
with Judy Garland and 
Ray Bolger. ★★★★ 

.15 Michael Buble’s 

Christmas Special The 
Grammy-winning 
Canadian crooner 
performs classic festive 
songs in his third annual 
Christmas special, with 
soul and R’n’B singer Mary 
J Blige joining him on 
numbers including Run, 
Run Rudolph. 

8.15 World’s Strongest Man 
2013 James Richardson 
presents action from the 
opening heat from Haitang 
Bay in Sanya, China, where 
the top two of six 
competitors would 
progress to the final. 
Britain’s Strongest Man 
Laurence Shahlaei was 
among those involved, 
along with American duo 
Robert Oberst and Nick 
Best, with disciplines 
including the Truck Pull 
and the Atlas Stones. 

9.15 Britain’s Favourite 
Christmas Songs A 
countdown of popular 
songs that are guaranteed 
to make any Christmas 
party go with a swing. 
Highlights include the 
Jackson 5’s Santa Claus Is 
Coming t§> Town, Greg 
Lake’s I Believe in Father 
Christmas, the Waitresses’ 
Christmas Wrapping and 
the Pogues and Kirsty 
MacColl’s Fairytale of New 
York. Is Mud’s Lonely This 
Christmas past its sell-by 
date? Will Jona Lewie ever 
Stop the Cavalry? And 
where would any Christmas 
party be without Slade and 
their classic anthem Merry 
Xmas Everybody? But 
which one will top the 
nation’s festive chart? 
Featuring contributions by 
artists, producers, video 
directors, composers and 
journalistsrjwho shed light 
on the creation of the 
songs and their 
accompanying videos. (R) 

12.10 Michael Buble’s Christmas 
Special (R) 1.10 SuperCasino 
3.05 Blackpool Lights 3.55 House 
Doctor (R) 4.20 House Doctor (R) 
4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 
Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 
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BBC 1 


BBC 2 



ITV 


Ch4 


Mick lets Shirley and 
Tina move into the Vic in 
EastEnders, 8.00pm 

6.00 Breakfast 8.20 Match of the 
Day (R) 9.50 FILM: 102 Dalmatians 
(2000) Disney family adventure 
sequel, starring Glenn Close. ★★★ 
11.25 FILM: Bedtime Stories 
(2008) Fantasy comedy, starring 
Adam Sandler. ★★★ 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Regional 
News; Weather. 1.25 Open All 
Hours: A Celebration The enduring 
appeal of the classic comedy. 1.55 
Len Goodman’s Perfect 
Christmas Festive TV clips chosen 
by the Strictly judge. (R) 2.35 FILM: 
Enchanted (2007) A fairy-tale 
princess is magically transported 
from her cartoon world to modern- 
day New York. Part-animated 
fantasy comedy, starring Amy 
Adams, James Marsden and Susan 
Sarandon. ★★★ 


David Attenborough 
explores the continent’s 
wildlife in Africa, 9.30am 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 6.30 Natural 
World: Tiger Dynasty (R) 7.30 
Sign Zone: Great Continental 
Railway Journeys (R) 8.30 Sign 
Zone: Africa 2013: Countdown to 
the Rains The rains finally arrive 
and the grazing animals spread out 
across the valley. Last in the series. 
(R) 9.30 Africa David Attenborough 
explores the continent’s wildlife and 
landscape. (R) 10.30 Earthflight 
(R) 11.30 FILM: War and Peace 
(1956) Historical drama, starring 
Audrey Hepburn. ★★★ 2.50 FILM: 
How the West Was Won (1962) 
Three generations of a pioneer 
family experience many ordeals as 
they try to build a life for themselves 
on the American frontier. Epic 
Western, starring James Stewart 
and John Wayne. ★★★ 



Harry Hill narrates 
You’ve Been Framed! 
shown at 8.00pm 

6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Dino Dan (R) 6.40 
Sooty (R) 6.50 Bookaboo 7.05 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.20 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.55 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.10 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.25 Dinner Date 
Russell from Essex takes part in the 
dating show. (R) 9.25 Murder, She 
Wrote A ventriloquist is accused of 
murder. (R) 10.25 Dickinson’s Real 
Deal (R) 11.25 FILM: Batteries Not 
Included (1987) Sci-fi fantasy, 
starring Jessica Tandy. ★★★ 1.25 
ITV News and Weather 1.35 ITV 
News Central; Weather. 1.40 FILM: 
Step Up (2006) Musical romance, 
with Channing Tatum and Jenna 
Dewan. ★★ 





Noel Edmonds hosts Deal 
or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas, 3.15pm 

6.15 Suburgatory 6.40 According 
to Jim (R) 7.05 According to Jim 
(R) 7.30 Will & Grace (R) 7.55 Will 
& Grace (R) 8.20 FILM: A Turtle’s 
Tale: Sammy’s Adventures (2010) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with 
the voice of Dominic Cooper. ★★★ 
10.00 The Big Bang Theory Penny 
considers breaking up with 
Leonard. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang 
Theory Sheldon hires an attractive 
female assistant. (R) 10.55 The 
Simpsons Homer wakes up to find 
his family missing. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons Mayor Quimby brings 
election day forward. (R) 11.55 
FILM: Aliens in the Attic (2009) 
Children’s sci-fi comedy, starring 
Carter Jenkins. ★★★ 1.35 FILM: Dr 
Dolittle (1998) Comedy, starring 
Eddie Murphy. ★★★ 


Ch5 




The hapless hero bags a 
bargain in Do It Yourself 
Mr Bean, 9.30pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 World’s 
Strongest Man 2013 The opening 
heat from Haitang Bay in Sanya, 
China. (R) 11.00 Eddie Stobart’s 
Christmas Cracker The truckers 
deliver a consignment of reindeer 
for a Christmas parade. (R) 12.00 
FILM: 633 Squadron (1964) RAF 
pilots are sent to bomb a German 
rocket-fuel plant, but the capture of 
a resistance fighter threatens the 
plan. Second World War drama, 
with Cliff Robertson and George 
Chakiris. ★★★ 1.50 FILM: Zulu 
Dawn (1979) Fact-based historical 
drama, charting events leading to 
the massacre of more than 1,500 
British soldiers at Isandlwana. 
Prequel to Zulu, starring Burt 
Lancaster and Peter O’Toole. Edited 
for violence and language. ★★ 


5.40 

5.55 


6.05 


4.10 Megamind (2010) 

Premiere. Animated 
superhero comedy, with 
the voice of Will Ferrell. 

★★★ 

BBC News; Weather. 
Midlands Today; 

Weather. 

Indiana Jones and 
the Kingdom of the 
Crystal Skull (2008) 

The globe-trotting 
archaeologist races 
against Soviet agents to 
find a mysterious 
artefact of untold power. 
Action adventure 

sequel, starring 
Harrison Ford and Cate 
Blanchett. ★★★ 
EastEnders Linda is livid 
with Mick for letting his 
sisters move into the Vic, 
and bonds with Sharon 
over their mutual dislike of 
Shirley. Peter finds the 
money Cindy stole from 
Phil. 

Miranda The shop 
owner’s friends accuse her 
of being immature so she 
sets out to prove them 
wrong - first by looking 
after a toddler, then by 
hosting a grown-up din 
party. (R) 

Death Come 
Pemberley 

retreats into a version of! 
younger self as the fallout 
from Wickham’s arrest 
threatens his marriage, and 
Louisa Bidwell’s 

unforeseen revelation adds 
to his wife’s anxiety. 
Concludes tomorrow. 
10.00 BBC News 
10.15Regional News; 
Weather; National Lottery 
Update 

10.20 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special The 

first of two festive editions. 
Mrs Brown tries to find out 
what her grandson wants 
for Christmas and loses her 
temper at the family games 
night when no one plays by 
her rules. (R) 

11.00 Not Going Out 
Christmas Special Lee 

and the gang spend 
Christmas in a spooky 
co u nttfft^jSt-/R) 
11.45John Bishop’s 
Christmas Show Festive 
giggles, featuring Jason 
Manford, Nina Conti, David 
O’Doherty and Tim Vine. 
(R) 

12.45 FILM: The Lonely Guy 
(1984) Comedy, with Steve Martin 
and Charles Grodin. ★★ 2.10 
Weatherview2.15 BBC News 


8.00 


8.30 


9.00 



5.15 Flog It! From National 
Museum Cardiff. (R) 

6.00 Celebrity Eggheads 
Derek Jacobi, Frances 
Barber, Neil Dudgeon, 
Fiona Laird and Emma 
Fielding take on the 
general-knowledge 
champions. Hosted by 
Dermot Murnaghan. (R) 

6.30 The Choir: Sing While 
You Work The three 
remaining choirs face their 
biggest challenge as they 
perform a song composed 
by Paul Mealor at Ely 
Cathedral, before one is 
picked as the winner. Last 
in the series. (R) 

7.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Distinguished 
graduates of St Hugh’s 
College, Oxford, compete 
with those of the University 
of Stirling, with Suzy Klein 
and Paul Lewis among the 
contestants. 

8.00 Idris Elba - King of 
Speed Part two of two. 
The Luther star examines 
the importance of precision 
drivingskillsinmotorsports, 
learning the art of rallying 
from former world 
champion Ari Vatanen. 
9.00 Ben & James Versus 
the Arabian Desert Part 
two oftwo. James Cracknell 
and Ben Fogle continue 
their expedition across the 
Arabian Desert. As they try 
to pick up the pace, 
disaster strikes when one 
of them suffers a serious 
injury, leading to further 
delays - although it does 
allow them to reflect on 
their friendship. 

10.00 Cast Away (2000) A 

manager for a courier 
service has to fend for 
himself when a plane 
crash leaves 'mim 
stranded alone on a 
desert island. Initially 
panic-stricken, he 
overcomes his terror to 
survive for four years on 
his own before building 
a raft and setting off on 
an epic journey back 
home. Adventure 
drama, starring Tom 
Hanks, Helen ||u|jU§ 
Nick Searcy, Lari White 
and Chris Noth. ★★★ 

12.15 Ambassadors (R) 1,15 
FILM: The Mummy (1959) Hammer 
horror, starring Peter Cushing and 
Christopher Lee. ★★★ 2.40 Sign 
Zone: Imagine - Who’s Afraid of 
Machiavelli? (R) 3.40 Sign Zone: 
Waiting for Gaga: A Culture Show 
Special (R) 4.40 This Is BBC 2 


3.45 The Chase With Lorraine 
Kelly, Craig Charles, 
Jameliaand Dorn Joly. 

4.45 Downton Abbey The 

Crawleys are implicated in 
a scandal that threatens to 
engulf the royal family. Last 
in the series. (R) 

6.35 ITV News Central; 

Weather. 

6.45 ITV News and Weather 
7.00 Emmerdale Robbie 

becomes suspicious of 
Charity and Declan at the 
hospital, so she returns to 
Home Farm planning to 
delete the CCTV footage, 
but what she views gives 
her food for thought. 

7.30 Coronation Street 
Hayley waits nervously for 
the results ofherscan, Nick 
admits to causing Leanne’s 
black eye, and Maddie 
owns up to the theft of 
Sally’s handbag. 

8.00 You’ve Been Framed! 

Harry Hill narrates a 
comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring everything from 
cute kids and crazy animals 
to pranks and painful- 
looking accidents. (R) 

8.30 Coronation Street 
Hayley breaks down and 
lashes out at Roy, David is 
concerned when a 
despondent Kylie returns 
to No 8, and Nick makes a 
decision that has 
repercussions for Leanne. 

9.00 Vicious A festive edition of 
the comedy starring Ian 
McKellen and Derek 
Jacobi. Freddie and Stuart 
invite friends round for a 
Christmas Day celebration 
at their flat. 

9.35 Bridget Jones’s 
Diary (2001) A 

woman begins a new 
year by resolving to find 
love and give up her 
bad habits. Romantic 
comedy based on 
Helen Fielding’s novel, 
with Renee Zellweger, 
Hugh Grant and Colin 
Firth. ★★★ 

11.20 ITV News at Ten and 
Weather; Weather. 

11.35 The Cube A childminder 
and a Londoner take up the 
challenge, aiming to 
complete tasks within the 
confines of the cube to win 
a jackpot of £250,000. 
Hosted by Phillip Schofield. 

(R) 

12.25 Jackpot247 Interactive 

gaming. 3.00 FILM: The Majestic 

(2001) Drama, starring Jim Carrey. 

★★★ 5.30 ITV Nightscreen 


3.15 Deal or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas Noel 
Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 

4.15 Come Dine with Me 
Christmas Special With 
Jona Lewie, Maizje 
Williams, VV Brown aft 
Toby Anstis. (R) 

5.20 The Simpsons Homer 
reminisces about the time 
he was in a band. (R) 

5.50 Hollyoaks Freddie tries 
to save a loved one from 
the village’s most 
dangerous residents. 

6.20 Hollyoaks Freddie races 
to save a loved one from a 
grisly fate. 

6.50 Channel 4 News 
7.00 4thought.tv How 

Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

7.05 Gordon Ramsay’s 
Home Cooking With the 
help of his children, the 
chef prepares some of his 
favourite hot and spicy 
festive recipes, including 
Mexican eggs, noodle 
soup and aromatic whole 
crispy roast dtim 
8.00 Celebrity Come Dine 
with Me Actress Danniella 
Westbrook, choreographer 
Louie Spence, 1980s pop 
star Sinitta and Hugo Taylor 
from Made in Chelsea get 
into the party spirit in a 
festive celebrity special. 
9.00 The Inbetweeners 
Movie (2011) 
Awkward teenagers 
Simon, Will, Jay and 
Neil head to Greece for 
a wild holiday - but 
things do not go to plan. 
Comedy, with Joe 
Thomas, Simon Bird, 
James Buckley and 
Blake Harrison. ★★★ 

10.55 Queer as Pop: From 
the Gay Scene to the 
Mainstream 
Documentary revealing 
how the social and political 
liberation of gay men has 
inspired and influenced the 
music mainstream over the 
past 40 years. 

11.55 Chic: iTunes Festival 
Special Lauren Laverne 
introduces footage from 
the group’s performance at 
the music event at 
London’s Roundhouse. 

12.55 Kylie Minogue: Showgirl - 
Live At Earl’s Court 1.55 FILM: 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
(1975) ★★★ 3.35 90210 4.15 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun (R) 
5.10 SuperScrimpers 5.20 Deal or 
No Deal (R) 


4.10 Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang (1968) 

Children’s musical 
adventure, starring Dick 
Van Dyke. ★★★ 

7.00 Eddie Stobart’s 
Christmas Delivery 

Festive edition of the 
documentary, in which the 
company’s truckers battle 
winter conditions to ensure 
shops and councils receive 
their supply of Christmas 
trees and salt; (R) 5 News 
Update 

8.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2013 James Richardson 
presents the second heat 
from Haitang Bay in Sanya, 
China, featuring six 
competitors looking to 
finish in the top two and 
make it through to the final; 
5 News at 9 

9.00 Merry Christmas Mr 
Bean The hapless hero 
plans the Christmas 
holiday of a lifetime - but 
fate intervenes and pulls 
the rug out from under his 
feet, reducing what should 
have been the perfect 
festive season to a frantic 
comedy of errors. 
Slapstick, starring Rowan 
Atkinson. Part of Slapstick 
Comedy Night. (R) 

9.30 Do It Yourself Mr Bean 
The hapless hero’s party 
falls flat, but he finds an 
ingenious way to beat the 
sales queues and bag a 
bargain. Slapstick comedy, 
starring Rowan Atkinson. 
Part of Slapstick Comedy 
Night. (R) 

lO.OOTommy Cooper’s 

Christmas A seasonal 
special from 1973, 
featuring comedy 
sketches, magic and guest 
appearances by Sacha 
Distel and Clodagh 
Rodgers, who perform a 
med ley of festive favourites. 
Part of Slapstick Comedy 
Night. (R) 

11.05 The Plank (1967) 

Two clumsy workmen 
carry a plank to a 
building site, causing 
various mishaps and 
accidents along the 
way. Slapstick comedy, 
directed by and starring 
Eric Sykes. With Tommy 
Cooper. Part of 
Slapstick Comedy 
Night. ★★★ 

12.15 SuperCasino 3.05 

Blackpool Lights 3.50 Motorsporl 

Mundial 4.20 House Doctor (R) 

4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 

Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 


star 

LONDON 

THEATRE 



Choose your show , price band* 
and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 
Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in 
London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and 
Dance option see the matinee performance before 
heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco 
(conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full 
English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. There's a choice of London 
hotels tickets are for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. 
Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of 
your choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top 
priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the 
Theatre Showstopper package. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

k Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590XL 


For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 
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FESTIVE ENTERTAINMENT 


Festive line-up 
for the Robin 

THE Robin 2 at Bilston has 
a full festive line-up 
planned to keep all tastes 
happy. 

On Saturday it is the 
Christmas Special with 
Talon - Best Of Eagles and 
the following day it’s the 
music of the Fab Four with 
The Cavern Beatles. 

On Monday it is A night 
of Classics with Take That 
by Take @ That with 
support by Oily Murs 
tribute Rob Glenn. 

Christmas Eve and back 
in time again with the Kick 
Up The 80s party. Boxing 
Day entertainment comes 
from Limehouse Lizzy fea¬ 
turing the hits of Phil 
Lynott and Thin Lizzy. And 
see in the New Year with 
the ever popular T.Rextasy 
plus Glam Rock Disco. 

For more information or 
to book go to www.ther- 
obin.co.uk 

Marking 75th year 
of Rep’s festive fun 

WITH 75 years of pan¬ 
tomimes and performances 
under their belt, Oldbury 
Rep’s production of Jack 
and the Beanstalk prom¬ 
ises to be a giant of a family 
panto. 

This production of the 
well known fairytale has 
been written by Alan Wood, 
the group’s longest serving 
member. 

The group celebrated its 
75th anniversary this year 
and has performed more 
than 400 shows over the 
years. This is the fifth time 
the theatre has put on Jack 
and the Beanstalk since the 
first production in 1978. 

It runs from January 10, 
to January 18. Tickets: 
Adults £10, concessions £9. 
Call 0121 552 2761or visit 
the www.oldburyrep.org 
website. 


How to look good in panto 


HE’S used to telling us how to look 
good naked but Gok Wan will swap 
fashion for panto fun to star in Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs at Birm¬ 
ingham Hippodrome. 

The TV fashion guru 


Joanne is the 
wicked queen 


'W 


Joanne Malin plays the 

villainous Queen Evilene 

A TRADITIONAL panto 
with audience participation 
returns to The Garrick 
Theatre with TV news¬ 
reader Joanne Malin as 
Queen Evilene in Snow 
White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. 

The Lichfield theatre is 
celebrating 10 years of 
panto. It is produced com¬ 
pletely in-house, with no 
touring company in sight, 
and features a professional 
cast. Children from local 
dance schools, including 
Bojangles in the city, and a 
live band will feature. 

The show runs until 
Sunday, January 5.Tickets 
cost Adults £22.50 or £20, 
children £13.50 or £12.50. 
Contact 01543 412121 or see 
www. lichfieldgarrick. com 


plays the Man in the 
Mirror, and stars along¬ 
side EastEnders actor 
John Partridge, who is 
best known for playing 
Christian in the BBC 
soap, as Prince Charming. 

The star-studded cast 
also includes television and 
film legend Stephanie 
Beacham, who appeared in 
Dynasty, and who will take 
to the stage as The Wicked 
Queen. 

Song and dance man 
Gary Wilmot will also star 
in the show in his first 
appearance as a panto 
dame. 

Danielle Hope, aged 21, 
who won the BBC’s talent 
show Over the Rainbow, to 
appear as Dorothy in The 
Wizard of Oz at the London 
Palladium will be taking 
the role of Snow White. 

No actual dwarfs will be 
appearing in the show 
though, with the magnifi¬ 
cent seven being played by 
physical theatre actors 
wearing special costumes 
to make them look small. 
The production runs from 
Thursday, December 19 to 
Sunday, February 2. 

Ticket prices range from 
£12 to £39. For further 
details contact 0844 338 
5000 or visit www.birming 
hamhippodrome.com 



Are you sure about that collar girlfriend? Gok Wan with Stephanie Beacham and John Partridge in costume for 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs at Birmingham Hippodrome which opens tonight and continues until February 2 


Sleeping 
Beauty at 
the Grand 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S 
Grand Theatre has 
launched Sleeping Beauty 
which continues until 
January 18 starring come¬ 
dian and former King of 
the I’m a Celebrity jungle 
Joe Pasquale as Muddles. 

His is joined by former 
Coronation Street star 
Lucy Evans as Princess 
Beauty and international 
cabaret artist Ceri Dupree 
as Queen Passionella. 

A total of 59,000 people 
went to see last year’s 
show, Jack and the 
Beanstalk, during its six 
week run. Bosses at the 
Lichfield Street theatre 
say Sleeping Beauty is set 
to be the theatre’s most 
popular panto yet. 

It runs until January 18 
and tickets range from 
£16.50 to £26.50. Conces¬ 
sions available. Contact 
01902 429212 or see 
www.grandtheatre.info for 
further details. 

Dick Whittington 
turning to Forest 

NOW in its fifth year at the 
Leamore venue, the Forest 
Arts Centre’s panto has 
become the biggest in 
Walsall. 

The show features pro¬ 
fessional actors alongside 
members of Walsall Youth 
Theatre, which is also 
based at the Hawbush 
Road venue. 

Dick Whittington runs 
until this Sunday. Tickets 
are £6. Call 0845 111 2898 
or see www.forestartscen 
tre.co.uk 


DECEMBER 

FRIDAY 20TH 

BOB MARLEY TRIBUTE 

SATURDAY 21 ST 

UB40 TRIBUTE SHOW 



SUNDAY 22ND 

KAR AOKE WITH STARMA KERS 

MONDAY 23RD 

SHANE’S QUIZ& 
KARAOKE NIGHT!!! 

TUESDAY 24TH 

STARMAKERS 
CHRISTMAS EVE PARTY £4 

THURSDAY 26TH 

STA RMAKERS KARA OKE 

FRIDAY 27TH 

PINK TRIBUTE 

SATURDAY 28TH 

TAKE THAT TRIBUTE/ 
COULD IT BE MAGIC 

TUESDAY 31ST 

THE KNIGHTS QUEST 
NEW YEARS EVE PARTY £7 


12.00 2.30pm,6 8pill i|C 

Fri-Sat12.00-2.30pm 

GREAT STEAK & GRILL DEALS 

N EW MENU 

Featuring Grills and Succulent Steaks ^ 
Available 7 days a week 


We serve until 1am on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, - 
1am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, 
Fri, Sat, Sun • Dress Code...Dress To Impress! 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


± 



Corrugated Bitumen 
Black Roof Sheets 
Sheds, Garages 


Outbuildings 


700 x 2000mm 


Clear Styrene & 

Acrylic Glazing Sheets 

(Internal & External use) 

Low Cost household double 
glazing / Shed, Greenhousty 
replacement glazing 


lOmmTwinwall 
Polycarbonate Sheets 
Canopies, Carports 
Conservatories 


Tel: 0121 622 2347 or 2319 
Fax 0121 6221179 
www.expresspolythene.co.uk j 

open A 

Mon-Thurs 8am-5.30pm JrMJ 

Friday 8am-4.30pm 
Saturday 9am-12noon 


Camo Tarpaulin (i.8x2.4m) 


Shock Cords & Hooks 
also available 
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rProperty 


YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO 
HOME BUYING AND LETTING 


Home is ideal opportunity 
for first-timers at £72,500 



A WELL-PRESENTED one-bedroomed ground 
floor flat in Foster Avenue, Hednesford with a rear 
garden and off road parking is an ideal first-time 
buy or buy to let investment. 

Having gas central heating, it is for sale through Cross 
& Co priced £72,500. It has an entrance hall, lounge/dining 
room, kitchen, bedroom, a shower room and a rear garden. 

An asphalt driveway leads to off-road parking at the side 
while the entrance hall has three storage cupboards, the 
lounge/dining room has a gas fire with a feature marble 
hearth and a door leading to the garden. 


The kitchen has wall, drawer and base units with work 
surfaces, space for an oven, washing machine and dryer 
and tiled flooring. 

There is ample space in the bedroom for furniture while 
the shower room has a wash hand basin, shower cubicle 
and tiled splashbacks. 

The rear garden is low maintenance comprising a patio 
area, brick store and space for a shed. 

For further information contact Cross & Co on 01543 
500370 or visit the website at www.crossandcoproper- 
ties.co.uk 


Motoring 



The capable Fiat Panda 4x4 scooped class award and almost took top spot from its bigger brothers 

Panda is top 4x4 mini 


BRITAIN’S best-selling mag¬ 
azine for off-road enthusi¬ 
asts, 4X4 Magazine, has 
named the Fiat Panda 4X4 
“Winner Mini 4X4 Class” in 
its 2014 4X4 of the Year 
Awards. 

The Fiat Panda 4X4 not only saw 
off its direct competition during the 
award adjudication, conducted at a 
dedicated and challenging off-road 
course in Cheshire, it also acquitted 
itself admirably in the final five- 
vehicle shootout. 

In fact, so impressed were the 
editors of 4X4 Magazine they com¬ 
mented that “overall victory so nearly 
went to the infectiously cute, ricu- 


lously capable...Fiat Panda 4X4.” 
According to Nigel Fryatt, editor of 
4X4 Magazine, “One of the surprises 
of this year’s test was just how good 
the Fiat Panda 4x4 is. 

“We used a test facility that was 
designed to demonstrate the abilities 
of far bigger - and much more expen¬ 
sive - vehicles. Allowing for limited 
ground clearance and power, we still 
managed to crawl the Panda over and 
through some significant obstacles. 
You needed care, and perhaps we took 
it further than most owners would, 
but that’s irrelevant. The point is that 
the Panda 4x4 could do it, with some 
style.” 

Elena Bernardelli, Flat UK mar¬ 
keting director, said: “It is remarkable 


that 30 years after we launched the 
original Fiat Panda 4X4 it remains 
not only a best-seller but also a 
favourite of the experts. That the Fiat 
Panda 4X4 can go toe-to-toe with so 
many luxury off-road vehicles proves 
that you don’t have to sacrifice capa¬ 
bility or practicality in order to reduce 
your running costs or to do your bit 
for the environment.” 

The Fiat Panda 4X4 is powered 
either by Fiat’s award-winning 85hp 
TwinAir turbo petrol engine or a 75hp 
1.3-litre MultiJet II turbo-diesel 
engine. Priced from just £13,995, it 
offers combined-cycle fuel economy 
figures of 57.6 and 60.1 MPG respec¬ 
tively, with C02 emissions of just 
114g/km and 125g/km. 


Cottons) 

Forthcoming 
Auction 

Tuesday 25th February 2014 

'.fMMxTIie Aston Villa Football Ctub 

Considering Selling 
by Auction? 

Call for your FREE No Obligation Appraisa^ 

Considering Buying at Auction?j 

Call for your FREE Catalogue 






Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


SEASONAL 

SAVINGS 

SALES EVENT 

1 8 NOVEMBER - 24 DECEMBER 


ADDITIONAL £500 CONTRIBUTION 



► £199 PER MONTH* 

► 0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


ALFA GIULIETTA 1.4 TB 120 BHPTURISMO 5DR INCL. GHIACCIO WHITE PAINT _ REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE 


On the Road Price! 

£18,255 

Customer Deposit 

£1,999 

Optional Final Payment 

£5,153 

Monthly Payment* 

£199 

Amount of Credit 

£14,506 

Rate of Interest (Fixed) 

0.00% 

Alfa Deposit Contribution'''' 

£1,250 

Duration of Contract 

48 months 

Representative 0.0% APR 

Alfa Additional £500" Contribution 

£500 

Total Amount Payable by Customer 

£16,505 



GUEST WOLVERHAMPTON ARMSTRONG WAY, KEYWAY JUNCTION 
OFF THE BLACK COUNTRY ROUTE, WEST MIDLANDS WV13 2QU 
08433 201936 www.guestalfaromeo.co.uk 


WITHOUT HEART WE WOULD BE MERE MACHINES. 

(Model shown is Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB 120 bhp Turismo at £18,255 OTRt including Ghiaccio White special paint at £490. Range of official fuel consumption 
figures for the Alfa Giulietta range: Urban 26.2 - 53.3 mpg (10.8 - 5.3 l/100km); Extra Urban 48.7 - 76.3 mpg (5.8 - 3.7 l/100km); Combined 37.2 - 64.2 mpg 
(7.6 - 4.4 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 177 -114 g/km. 

fFuel consumption and CO 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. Factors such as driving 
style, weather and road conditions may also have a significant effect on fuel consumption. 

‘With Alfa Romeo Preferenza you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 
6,000 miles per annum in these examples) and being in good condition. Offers may be withdrawn or amended without prior notification. Offer subject to status, a guarantee and/or indemnity may be required. 
Terms and conditions apply. Alfa Romeo Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough SL1ORW. Offer applies to vehicles registered between 1 October to 31 December 2013 on Alfa Giulietta models.Terms and 
conditions apply. 

■'Additional £500 inch VAT at 20% is valid on all new Alfa MiTo & Giulietta versions ordered between 18 November - 24 December 2013 and excludes Alfa Giulietta Model Year 2014.The £500 inch VAT is over 
& above all current advertised retail offers during this period. Vehicles must be registered by 31 December 2013 and the offer can be used in-conjunction with POP, HP or a cash purchase. Retail Sales only, 
excludes Fleet & Personal Contract Hire.Terms & conditions apply. Whilst stocks last. 

fOn the road price includes 12 months road fund licence, vehicle first registration fee, delivery, number plates and VAT. Figures and prices are correct at time of publishing. Vehicles must be registered before 
31 December 2013. 

"'£1,250 Alfa Romeo Deposit Contribution is only available on a PCP, HP and Cash and is valid from 1 October to 31 December 2013 on selected Alfa Giulietta models. Participating dealers only.Terms and conditions apply 
and are subject to exclusions. Retail Sales only. 
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CHEVROLET DECEMBER SALE. 

UNBEATABLE FINANCE RATES 
AND HUGE SAVINGS. 

0% APR Representative* 


£6,999 

SAVE £1,876 



POC.92 

w m per week 

over 5yrs 

NO DEPOSIT 


UP TO 5 YEARS 

0 % APR 


Representative 


r 



SPARK 1.0 LS 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR WITH EXPRESSIVE DESIGN 


FROM 

£13,499 

SAVE upto £5,000 


UP TO 5 YEARS 

0 % APR 


Representative 
and No Deposit on 
selected models 



TRAX 

CHEVROLET’S NEW COMPACT SUV 



rufn^jj^cAP 


BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 


■ Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAH 
Telephone: 08430 221193 enquiries.chevrolet@brindley.biz 

Browse online: www.brindleychevrolet.co.uk Calls charged at local rate. 


• IMotability 


■ Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 
Telephone: 08430 221059 enquiries@brindleychevrolet.co.uk 



THREE 

YEAR 

WARRANTY 


OFFICIAL CHEVROLET FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES SPARK 1.0 (MPG): URBAN 42.8, EXTRA-URBAN 67.3, COMBINED 55.4, CO 2 119 G/KM, TRAX RANGE: URBAN: 34.4-52.3, 

EXTRA URBAN: 51.3-70.6, COMBINED - 43.4-62.7. C0 2 EMISSIONS 120-153G/KM. 

Chevrolet Spark 1.0 LS: cash price £6,999 Metallic Paint £425. Offer available until 31st December 2013. Chevrolet Trax from £13,499. "0% APR Representative, Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Finance supplied by Albany Finance 28-30 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, DY11DB. Prices correct 
at time of print. Offers not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offers may not apply to all Dealer stock. Warranty expires at 3 years or 60,000 miles, whichever occurs first. This offer includes Chevrolet’s standard Customer Care Commitment of a 2 year unlimited mileage manufacturer’s warranty, and third year manufacturer’s warranty with a 60,000 mile limitation. 

We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commission may be received. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 



Index 


Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Jobs 


Motoring 


Local Information 


Personals 


FreeAds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressamJstar.com/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


▼ Place a paid for advert 


© 

L 

By Phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


L _ 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 


£ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral services 


ST MARTS 

•HtXV' 


Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg, charity number: 503456 


funeral directors 



Thomas Ely 
& Son 

Funeral Directors 
Established 1884 

01902 605091 

Ely House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 

01902 731491 

2 Lichfield Road 
Wednesfield 


W.EJones 

Monumental 

Masons 

01902 606213 

Granite House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 
(Rear of Thomas Ely) 
www.wejonesmemorials.co.uk 



I George Webb & Son I 
| FUNERAL DIRECTORS | 

A Comprehensive 
24 Hour Personal Service 
17-19, St. Michael Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 7AB. 0121 553 0298 
www. geor gewebb .co.uk 


J RartLuiil & Son 


FUNEJUZ DiAFCrCrtS 

Aim #U NuiMi tBtflMA 

•1 fcr* IWl 94 Imr ten k* 

•twoeatm 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

A Dignity- 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 




PLAYSTATION 4 CONSOLE, 

includes 4 games, 2 controllers, 
charging station and vertical stand, 
£875 ono. 07946 019294. 


SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


GCSE PREPARATION Experi¬ 
enced, current teachers, CRB 
checked. Only £5/ hour limited 2 
week offer! Call: 07816 825604. 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Locally owned by The Midcounties Co-operative 

Serving the community with care and compassion. 

• We offer a complete 24 hour, 365 days a year service 

• We will support you and the family before, during and after the funeral 

• For information on pre-paid plans, call 0800 454 9400 or 
contact your local funeral home 

27 Market Place 

Wednesbury 
Tel: 0121 556 6998 

wednesbury.funeral@midcounties.coop 

Visit www.co-opmemorials.co.uk for more 
details about masonry requirements 
For more information regarding co-operative 
funeralcare visit www.coopfunerals.co.uk 



The cooperative 

funeralcare 



toil «f f* I«m< Mm m 


• Mlttl MM Ml 

cart snf tflevlir 

• Bui tti itawnrtfj 



0121 525 1000 

- ’ -4 , 0121 552 11 ?0 


mromrjiidlMtfi.coipilMBralcafa 


© 



ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR, rise and 
recline, excellent condition, £150. 
Telephone 07506 660317. 

FOOT ABLE - Struggling to reach 
your toe nails? Call for a home visit, 
07846 326801 - NHS reg. 



Home & 


Free 


l Services 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019 / 07831 246292. 

SINGLE ELECTRIC bed. 

£150. 

07506 660317. 



LEATHER THREE piece suite, wine 
colour, 3 seater and 2 chairs, excel¬ 
lent condition, £550. 

07525 023244. 


MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS 

Double, brand new, never used. 10” 
thick, air flow system, still in pack¬ 
aging. RRP £599. Bargain at £130. 
07450 887796. Can deliver. 



Leisure 
L Time 



CHILDS FIREMAN Sam bike, suit 
2-4 year old, as new, £40 ono. 
01785 749815. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★A 

* Best Every Saturday Bootsale* 

10am-1pm 

* Open 28th & 30th December * 

* A454 Rudge heath, between W’ton & * 

* Bridgnorth WV6 7EE * 

* www.bestbootsale.com * 

* 07890 267041 * 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 

WANTED TWO BERTH small light 
weight caravan, must be in very 

B ood condition, around £2,000. 
7717 338587. 



BROWNING PHASER carp pole, 
11m, hardly used, 2 new top kits, 
16lbs -18lbs plus, £125 ono. 07549 
059316. 



ELECTRONIC ORGAN free stand¬ 
ing, Matador 80, full working order, 
£70. 01922 634160. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


YORK EXPERIENCE Electric tread¬ 
mill, variable speeds, hardly used, 
£130 ono. 07582 135584. 



PSYCHIC READINGS & party book¬ 
ings. West Brom indoor market. 
Special Offer £15. 07957 107958. 




SUE RYDER NEW Charity shop 
open 27th Sep, Cannock. Need 
donations urgently. 01827 310963 

THREE-PIECE SUITE, red with dark 
wood down arms, very good condi¬ 
tion, £150. 0121 556 0901. 

WINTER SALE 
UPTO 70% OFF 

STARTS BOXING DAY 10AM 


BFC FURNITURE 

BURNT TREE, DUDLEY 

New Factory Outlet 


Worcester extra value divan single 
was £99 NOW £49.50. Doubles £89.50. 

Cleo Sofa Bed die dac in fabric or faux leather 
was £398 NOW £119 

Melissa Cabin Bed, with base cupboards and 
drawers, blue or pink, quality mattress, 
was £390 NOW £195. 

complete divans from £49, ortho matts from £69, 
memory foam matts £89, metal fashion beds 
frames £39, ottoman and leather sleigh beds, over 
1000 mattresses, wing chairs £119, recliner chairs 
£199, massage and power recliners from £299, 
complete suites from £299. 

Save 50% on all leather corner units-normally 
£499 half price £249. 

3 seater wexford fabric sofas-normally £399 
clearance £149. Chairs £49. Rediners leather 
£199. Beds from £49. Mattresses from just £29. 
Bunk beds £99. 

OPEN 7 DAYS. SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


BFC, Unit 9, Coneygre Rd, Burnt Tree, 
Dudley DY4 8XPA461 

over road from new Tesco, 100 mtrs past Toby, 

0121 557 6885“# 



A BIG, BIG DISCOUNT on cookers, 
fires, autos, fridge-freezer, built in 
ovens, hobbs, tumble dryers, twin 
tubs. Orders taken by phone. Past 
& Present 24-26 Church St, Bilston 
(Opposite Town Hall). 01902 

HUSQVARNA VIKING SE sewing 
machine and embroidery unit, com¬ 
plete with tools, superb condition, 
£1,300 ono. 01543 371851.5pm+. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CORRUGATED Roofing Sheets 

Also tile effect/box profile/curved 
and z purlins. Call Hornsey Steels 
01547 530419 

ROYAL ALBERT China, dinner and 
tea service, Old Country Rose 
design, setting for 8 people, never 
used, as new £375. 01384 252041. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the right 
item. 

Call Paul on 01543 251743. 


WANTED. An originial copy of the 
book The Life and Career of Doctor 
William Palmer of Rugeley’. 
Telephone 01922 631479. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain 
laptops and PCs. In West 
Midlands. Virus removal, 
broken screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops from 
£160 & PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 


LAPTOP Computer, windows, wire¬ 
less, office, good condition, can 
deliver and show working £70 
07973 348534. 



service 

v_ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free call out & estimates on any 
TV Plasma, LCD, Projection repairs. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 



aerials 


A A DIGITAL 

AHWEMmm 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

mm** 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 
01902 858191 
^Eolj384&29Jf66^^ 

01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
cad out, 3 years guarantee, OAP 
discounts. Call 07960 1 73589 / 
0800 633 5899 

AA JONES AERIAL Specialists, Est 
1966, Excellent picture guaranteed 
or no charge, call 01902 882568. 

ALAN JONES THE ORIGINAL 

Aerial specialist, the best! Est 1955, 
57 years at the top! Recommended 
by thousands. Genuine, honest, 
100% reliable. We have watched 
them all come and go. Call: 01902 
885985. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


carpentry & 
joinery 


» Kitchen and Fitted Wardrobe 
Specialist 

» Doors and Flooring 
» Windows and Staircases 
Domestic and Commercial 
Refurbishments 


www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 531 0264/ 
07903 234 137 


carpet & upholstery'' 
cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 0800112 3959 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


carpet cleaning 



Carpets 

Cleaned 

£30 per room 


Book Now! 

Call Joe or Marilyn on 


07513 062571. 

; \ 

carpet fitters 

V.___ 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV cameras, 
supplied and fitted, domestic and 
commercial, same day service, free 
call out. Call Robbi on 07960 
173589/0800 633 5899 


Christmas 

trees/wreaths 


•Nordmann Fir -Lodge Pole Pine 
•Norway Spruce and Blue Spruce 
All standing with Larch block under covf 
Netting and delivery service available 

Open 7 Days 
Call: 0121 505 3558 
The Old Garden Centre 


Wah 


t. Wed 


CHRISTMAS TREES wi 
non shed from £20 

A with FREE mistletoe 
Holly Wreaths 
from £5. 

opp HOLLY BUSH GARDEN 
CENTRE EXIT, J11M6. 


bathrooms 


db-maintenance.co.uk 

Kitchens and Bathrooms 
Free Quotes 

Call Dan on 0121 647 3585 / 
07929 355835 M 


building services 


All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


driveways & ^ 
patios _ 


TARMAC SERVICES Tarmac 
drives, specialised drive painting, 
mini digger work, no job too small. 
Call: 07880 604282/07528387134. 


WHITNEY PAVING 
& LANDSCAPING 


Driveways, patios, 
fencing, walls. 

All work guaranteed. 
Free Quotes. 




C W JOINERY 

DOOR SUPPLIER AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied and 
fitted £54.50 each 

• 6x6 Panel pre-painted doors fully fitted for 
£375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic 
coated doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 337€ 
07810122133 ‘Standardsizes apply 


PVC Now 
Available 
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ClassifiedAds 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 01902 
606979/ 07903 500642 24Tlours. 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


home 

improvements 


Domestic Property Maintenance 

LMC Property Maintenance 

07970 874985 

www.lmcpropertymaintenance.com 


house 

clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641. 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Good prices for 
Chesterfield suites. 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 


painters / 
decorators 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 

MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Call 07837 826372. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


removals 


ABLE REMOVALS 

Local House Clearances 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 


roofing 


ft ROOFING 

A BACKED BARGAIN flat, main, 
chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

Call AD Roofing on a 

01902 752161 / 07538118034 24 hr -j* 


MG^ 

ROOFING 

Flat roofs , tiling; 
roof repairs , fascias 
and gutters. 


01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


skip hire 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


G0LDSH1LL SKIPS 

Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! Stop the risk of flytipping 
Open to the public. Any size vehicle. 

Any Quantity. For Best Prices 
Please call: 0121 557 3346 


WL1TZ 

SKIPS 





RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. 
Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 
STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


wrought iron 


DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail- 
ings.Call: 07597 488290 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland hfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BORDER COLLIE PUPPIES, ready 
now, blue merles £350, red and 
whites £250. 07531 683954. 
CHICHEE Chihuahua x Chinese 
Crested, 9 weeks, boy, loving home 
. 621726. 


only, £250. 01922 6 


Telephone 07836 568903. 
GOOD HOME wanted, reluctant sale 
due to ill health, 7 month old red and 
white boxer dog, KC reg. Vac’s, 
Chipped. 01543 879927 or 07875 


JACK RUSSELL PUPPIES for sale, 
smooth haired, small breed, £170. 

Telephone 01785 823014. 

LABRADOR PUPPIES (black), very 
well bred, 100% working parents 
with all health checks, KC reg, 
injections inc. £500. 01922 682198 
or 07775 697500. 


WANTEDNAfrican Greys, Cape 
Parrots, anything considered, no 
silly prices. 07881 811774. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PR0M0TING 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 




So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


REVOLUTION for only £25. 
Find out more-call: 0121 314 5641. 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



commercial 
v premises 


BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS AND OFFICES 
TO LET 

6,000 Sq Ft High St Tipton 
7,000 SQ Ft Yard Tipton 

Offices also available. 

Flexible terms 
Call 01902 497696 or 
07788 591679 



. BUY HOUSES CASH Any Area. 
Any Condition. Legal Fees Paid. 
Best offer! Call Katey 07779159019 





No Deposit 
**Move In Today** 

from £99pw 
Rooms from £60pw* 
‘Includes Most Bills 
D.S.S WELCOME IN STUDIO/ROOMS 
Bilston, Dudley, Walsall, 
Wednesbury, West Brom, 
Darlaston, Wolverhampton, 
700+ Properties, New Daily, 
Check Website - Live List 
WANTED LANDLORDS 
AND PROPERTIES 

Tel 0121 568 7400 
j9accommodation.com 


[MjdJandLandJ 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


NETHERTON Unfurnished 3 bed 
house. CH, DG, offroad parking. No 
DSS. To view call 0121 503 0992. 

TIPTON, Two bedroom semi¬ 
detached, garden, Negotiable 
Upfront Fees, DSS family welcome, 
07772 857157. 


WALSALL, Blakenall Lane, Large 
one bedroom first floor flat, Low 
deposit, DSS 35+ welcome, 07772 


deposit, [ 
857157 


WEST BROMWICH, modern studios 
available by town centre, no 
deposits, DSS 35+ welcome, 
07989 619386 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 




Jobs 


EXPERIENCED HOOK/ TIPPER 
DRIVER DSM Demolition is cur¬ 
rently looking to recruit an experi¬ 
ence Hook/ Tipper Driver for 
immediate start. Applicants Must 
Have a Digital Tacho Card 

To apply for this position please 
call the office 0121 322 2225 Or 
send a copy of your CV to - 
matthew.moore @ dsmgroup. info 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
•1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


mui non M 

DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 

MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


DRIVER CPC TRAINING. Choice of 
Courses, available 7 days. 35 hours 
just £250 all inc!! 07969 836034 


full time - general 


Stax Trade Centre Pic 
SECTION MANAGERS 

We are looking for enthusiastic, hard working, self motivated 
individuals, ideally with management and sales experience to run 
one of the many busy sections at our Birmingham trade centre. 
This is an exciting opportunity for anyone with proven experience 
in the Hardware and DIY sector looking for a fresh challenge. 
Responsible for achieving sales budgets, managing your team 
and ensuring high standards of merchandising you will also be part 
of the branch management team. 

In return you will benefit from: 

* A generous salary 
* Annual attendance bonus 

* Monthly sales bonus 

* Contributory pension scheme 
* 29 days annual holiday 

* Subsidised cafeteria 

* Staff discount 

Please apply in writingwith your CV to Lorraine Sariit, 
Stax Trade Centres Pic, Brades Road, Oldbury B69 2HN or 
email Lorraine.sarjit@staxplc.co.uk 


EXPORT PACKERS and CASE 
MAKERS required for industrial 
engineered products. Experience 
would be an advantage. Attractive 
rates of pay will be offered to 
selected applicants. Telephone 
0121 520 1144. 


LAST CALL 
for 

PARCEL SORTERS 

IMMEDIATE STARTS 
and contracts into January 

Night shifts only 

Smethwick & Oldbury 
£6.31 per hour 
rising to £9.59 per hour 

Call Careerlink 
on 01922 723576 


CNC MACHINE PROGRAMMER / 
OPERATOR required for vertical 
machining centres preferably con¬ 
versant with Heidenhain control, 
and have a flexible attitude towards 
work. Permanent position offered 
with regular overtime. Please tele¬ 
phone Summit Patternmaking Co. 
Ltd., 0121 344 3943. 


HGV FITTER required for busy Truck 
Rental business. Previous experi¬ 
ence essential. 


20 HOME CARERS ,£6.75ph, week¬ 
days & weekends,Car Drivers. 
Must have checkable work history, 
Sandwell, Smethwick,Cradley 
Heath and Rowley Regis. Call 
Proline Care on 0121 687 8871. 


EXPERIENCED ADMIN CO-ORDI- 
NATOR for our Yard Office in 
Birmingham. Full time. Experience 
in construction also small 
knowledge of accounts would be 
preferred. Email CV’s to: 
aaron.jarvis@ dsmgroup. info 


ALARM / CCTV ENGINEER 

required. Minimum 2 years 
experience essential. Company 
vehicle will be provided. Please call 
JM Security Systems on 0121 359 


2242 for further details 





BMA~ tfvt 25 ywri! 

CARS UNDER £1000 

Full mots - Open 7 Days a week! 



CENTRAL 

TRANSPORT 


HGV PCV ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. CPC AND DA III11111 
ADR COURSE! CALL FOR FREE BROCHURES I HHIIIIIIV 


0800 975 7121 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 

SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE “QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 


Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


& 100% Confidential. No obligation 
5? Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


^Free valuation. Free consultation 
5^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FORD FOCUS 1999 
SALOON 1.8 PETROL 

MoT August 2014. 

Tax January 2014. 

White in colour. 

Very good condition for year. 
Electric Windows. 

Power Steering. 

Ususal refinements. 

£625 ono. 

01630 657048 or 07967 
879922. 

faCMOMM 


565 190. Wednesbury 

FORD KA 2000, X reg, taxed, full 
MoT, low miles, stereo, power 
steering. Good condition, £550. 
07908 240556. 


piciic, tL. (JICVIUUO UVVlicia, O I ,uuu 

miles, 7 months MoT, SH, PAS, 
CD, £2,399. 07507 677758. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4, Y reg, 5 door, 
electric windows and sunroof, grey, 
2 months tax, 9 months MoT, petrol, 
manual, £750 ono. 0121 5887251. 



VAUXHALL VECTRA 

2008,80.000 miles, beige, elec¬ 
tric windows, aircon, fsn, alarm, 
long MoT, metallic paint, central 
locking, alloys. 

£3.700 ono. 

07747 834567. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 Breeze, 
5dr, 1999 JR), 6 months tax, 7 
months MoT, c/I, pas, lovely runner, 
reliable. £390. 01785 662463. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.6LS 2000 
reg, MoT, Sept 14, tax March 14, 
cd, all electrics. Immaculate for 
year, £380. 07570 466779. 


BMW 320 Diesel SE Saloon, 09 reg, 
blue, 85k miles, taxed and MoT’a, 
excellent condition, £7,500. 

07836 568903. 

FORD FIESTA Ghia, 2003, black, 
1.4 5dr hatch, 80k, EW, CD, 6 
months tax, MoT May 14, alloys, 
£1,800 ono. 07974 204798. 


FORD FUSION 1.4 PETROL 

Semi-Auto, 04, black, 25,000 
miles, F.S.H, E/W, C/D and 
radio, very good condition, 7 
months MoT. 

£2, 850 ono. 01543 821079. 


JAGUAR XJ8 

2001, lwb, ex Wedding car, 
excellent condition, MoT Oct, 
tax March, full service 
history, air con, electric seats, 
mirrors etc. Private plate 
included. 

£2,300. 

07990 664853. 


MINI ONE for sale, 05 reg., black 
eyed purple, Tax, MoT, excellent 
condition. £4,750 ono. 01543 
276487. 

RANGE ROVER 2004, 3litre, TD6 
Vogue. Full cream leather uphol¬ 
stery. Metallic Blue. £10,000 ono. 
01543 672473. 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Sport. 2008. 
Red, tax and MoT’d. 84,000 miles. 
Excellent condition. Bargain. 
£2,850. 07977 737193. Cannock. 

PORSCHE CAYENNE, 2005, 
93,948 miles, silver, electric 
windows, leather interior, tax, MoT, 
£11,500 ono. 01543 877896. 


TihuSkM 

PEUGEOT 307 DIESEL 

114,000 miles. White. 05. 
MoT till September 2014 and 
taxed. 

Replacement fuel system, 
exhaust and cat convertor. 
Just serviced. 

Excellent condition throughout. 

£2,250 ono. 

01922 458544 or 
07889 
296342 

Immaculate! 


REMOVAL VANS for sale due to 
retirement. 2 x 3.5 Tonne, 1 x 7.5 
Tonne. £800 to £4,000. All road 
worthy. 07980 471383. 

RENAULT KANGOO 1.5 diesel, 
2007, silver, taxed and MoT’d, fsh, 
low miles, excellent condition, 
£2,700. 07563 326824. 

TRUCK CAB off TD5 Landrover Dis¬ 
covery Defender, also lining, fit¬ 
tings, and tailboard. £180. 01785 
255563. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


AUTOMATIC 
DRIVING TUITION 

Teaching able bodied and 


Fully adapted vehicle. 

Two hour assessment lesson £34. 
Patient female instructor 

Telephone: 07791 486560 


M & C MOTORCYCLES Get your 
bike ready for next summer. Collec¬ 
tion and delivery. 01922 276552. 


PREMIER MOTORCYCLES 
8t SCOOTERS LTD 


Baotian Scooters • Zontes Motorcycles 
Wk Bikes & Scooters 
Quadzilla • Lexmoto & Pulse 
Classic Vespa & Lambretta 
Pre Mot Work Undertaken 
Repairs, Servicing, Clothing Etc 


www.premiermotorcyclesscooters.co.uk 

01384 918936 07941 052755 

Unit 1 24-27 Prospect Row, Dudley DY2 8SG 


BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 



accessories & 
services 


TL HARVEY LTD 

DISMANTLER 

Guaranteed second hand parts 
Fully Licensed to Scrap your car 
TRAMWAY CLOSE, DARLASTON 
0121 526 2341 
www.tlharvey. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 RTI 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24hr S 


WE PAY BEST 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate of destruction. 
Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 493119 1-,. 
0121 525 5813J Dayt,me 
01902 659775 - evenings 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


BJ CARS PAYS MORE 

www.bjcars.co.uk 

Scrap it legally, NO fines, NO comebacks. 
All scrap cars/vans wanted 

Best Prices! 
01902 498542 
01902 658792 EVE 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 / 07903 549849. 


SCB CAR HIRE 

From £10 per day 

0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 
07795 535 007 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

"Advertise any item FREE up tc 
the value of £250 go to: 
vww.expressandstar.com/bookarii 

Simply click the Free Ads icon 


*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 
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Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


public & legal notices 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2013 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in order to facilitate the replacement of a defective 
manhole, the Borough Council of Sandwell has, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, made an Order, the effect of which 
will be to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding in a south westerly 
direction in Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis between Bassano Road and the 
roundabout located at the entrance to the supermarket. 

2. he alternative route for south westerly bound vehicles will be via Bassano Road, High 
Street, Long Lane, Horner Way and Halesowen Street. 

3. The Order will take effect on 5th January 2014, it is expected that the work will be 
completed and the road re-opened on that same day. The Order may continue in force 
for a period not exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order 
have been completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the work should be directed to Dave Shone of Amey (who are 
working on behalf of Severn Trent Water) who can be contacted on 01785 624150 and 
those relating to the effect of the Order on traffic using the highway should be directed 
to Highway Services on 0845 359 7518. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Baldwin Street, Smethwick) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order 2013 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell, in order to facilitate 
a sewer connection to a new housing development by Barratt Homes, in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, has made an 
Order, the effect of which will be to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
in the following roads in Baldwin Street, Smethwick from its junction with Cutler Street 
to its junction with the most southerly stretch of Baldwin Street. 

2. The alternative route for vehicles will be via Messenger Road, Thomas Street, Price Street, 
Cutler Street and vice-versa. 

3. The Order will take effect on 29th January 2014, and it is expected that the work will 
take until 25th February 2014, to complete. The Order may continue in force for a 
period not exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have 
been completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the work should be directed to Tom Harrison of Friel Construction 
(working on behalf of Barratt Homes) who can be contacted on 01922 708860 and 
those relating to the effect of the Order on traffic using the highway should be directed 
to Highway Services on 0845 359 7518. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Bull Street and High Street (Princess Parade), 
West Bromwich)) (Temporary Road Closures) Order 2013 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell, in order to facilitate 
the demolition of a number of properties at the junction of Bull Street / High Street by 
Coleman’s demolition (working on behalf of Sandwell MBC), in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, has made an Order, 
the effect of which will be to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding in the 
following roads in West Bromwich: 

• Bull Street from its junction with Scotland Passage to its junction with High Street. 

• High Street (Princess Parade) from its junction with Scotland Passage to its junction 
with Bull Street / West Bromwich Ringway. 

2. The alternative route for vehicles will be via Overend Street, High Street and 
vice-versa. 

3. The Order will take effect on 6th January 2014, and it is expected that the work will 
take until 7th March 2014, to complete. The Order may continue in force for a period 
not exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have been 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the work should be directed to Peter Etterick of Colemans 
Demolition on 0121 325 2424 and those relating to the effect of the Order on traffic 
using the highway should be directed to Highway Services on 0845 359 7518. 

Dated this 19th day of December 2013 

N SHARMA, Director of Legal and Governance Services 

Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, West Midlands 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Councilof Sandwell (Devon Road and Harborne Road, Smethwick) 
(Temporary No Waiting At Any Time Restriction) Order 2013 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in order to prevent obstructive parking and as a road 
safety measure, the Borough Council of Sandwell, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, has made an Order, the effect of 
which will be to temporarily introduce ‘No Waiting At Any Time’ restrictions at the 
following locations in Smethwick: 


Street Name 

Side of Street 

Location 

Devon Road 

North 

From its junction with Harborne Road to a 
point 19 metres north-east of that junction 

Devon Road 

South 

From its junction with Harborne Road to a 
point 19 metres north-east of that junction 

Harborne Road 

East 

From a point 16 metres north-west of its 
junction with Devon Road to a point 9 metres 
south-east of that junction 


3. The Order will take effect on 20th December 2013, and may continue in force for 
a period not exceeding 18 months, or until permanent ‘No Waiting At Any Time’ 
restrictions have been introduced, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the restriction should be directed to Kira Fleck of Sandwell MBC 
Highways on 0121 569 4051. 

DATED this 19th day of December 2013 
N SHARMA, Director of Legal and Governance Services, 

Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, West Midlands 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2010 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a Listed Building application. 

DC/13/56587 Mr A AM 30 Birmingham Proposed change of use at ground floor 

Street from existing A1 (shops) to A3 

Oldbury B69 4EU (restaurant) and private hire booking 

office, and internal partition and door and 
external alterations to rear (window 
to door). 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE 

(between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday to Thursday, and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via 
the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL 
(CAUSEWAY RESIDENTS PARKING) 

(TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER) 2013 

The Borough Council of Sandwell in exercise of its powers under Sections 1,2,45 and 46 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers and after 
consulting with the Chief Officer of Police in accordance with paragraph 20 of Schedule 9 
to the said Act of 1984, has made the following Order: - 
1. Introduced ‘Residents Only Parking At Any Time’ in Causeway, Rowley Regis. 

The Order was made on 17th December 2013, and will come into operation on 
23rd December 2013. 

A copy of the draft Order, a statement of reasons for making the Order and maps showing 
the roads affected may be examined at the offices of the Area Director of Street Scene, 
Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE between the 
hours of 8am - 5.30pm on Mondays to Thursdays and 8am - 5pm on Fridays. Plans are 
also available to view on the council’s website. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order or of any provision contained in it 
on the grounds that it is not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984, or on the ground that a requirement of the Act or that any regulation made 
thereunder has not been complied with in relation to the Order, may within 6 weeks from 
19th December 2013, apply to the High Court for that purpose. 

Dated this 19th day of December 2013 

S Handley, Area Director Street Scene, Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, 
West Midlands, B69 3DE 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Lewisham Road, Smethwick) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2013 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in order to facilitate the construction of a new road 
layout associated with a new development by PXP West Midlands, the Borough Council 
of Sandwell, in accordance with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, has made an Order, the effect of which will be to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicles from proceeding in Lewisham Road, Smethwick from its junction 
with Sydenham Road to its junction with Middlemore Road. 

2. The alternative route for vehicles will be via Halfords Lane, Birmingham Road, 

Holyhead Road, Middlemore Road and vice-versa. 

3. The Order will take effect on 6th January 2014, it is expected that the work will be 
completed and the road re-opened by 31 st January 2014. The Order may continue 
in force for a period not exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with 
the Order have been completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the work should be directed to Fraser Harrow of Forkers Ltd 
(working on behalf of PXP West Midlands) who can be contacted on 07854 412079 
and those relating to the effect of the Order on traffic using the highway should be 
directed to Highway Services on 0845 359 7518. 

Dated this 19th day of December 2013 

N SHARMA, Director of Legal and Governance Services 

Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, West Midlands 
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Personals 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ACCIDENT ON SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 8, 2013 

By The Mecca Bingo Club on 
the 2 islands on tne Walsall 
Road, approx 1pm. 

Any witnesses to a collision 
between a silver Honda CRV 
and a blue Ford Focus please 
come forward. 

Call John on 07508 839733 



COULD A.SPOONER 

Formerly of Moxley Estate 
Bloxwich, get in touch with me 
as I need to speak to him. 

Box Number C18977, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet Adult Fun! 
Call 08444 484021 for full details. 
Discretion assured! 

# 

KIND GENT, 69 

Wishes to meet lady aged 
70-76 for friendship or more. 

I am an honest person with a lot 
to offer to the right lady and I 
think that our happiness would 
be permanant. 

Box Number PI 8979 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

* 


XT ASIA SWINGERS CLUB 

West Bromwich, www.xtasia.co.uk 
for full information. 07850 236053. 


Short breaks, holidays 
and long haul adventures 
to destinations near 
and far 

...by coach, rail, 

Eurostar, self-drive 
and air 



star? extra travel 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Brought to you by the Express & Star 


n 
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W ,ocal Specialists 


Electricians 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

£20 OFF 

(WITH NEW INSTALLS) 

WE ARE LOCAL, 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT 
WHO YOU CAN TRUST 
EXTRA TV POINTS £45 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 



FREE QUOTES 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 ■ ‘No Job Too Small : 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


sd Company EPP31221 


LUKES AERIALS 

SANDWELL 0121 445 0318 Lukes Mobile:07864 590543 


DIGITAL AERIAL Fitted from £49 
TUNING & SET UP TV from £20 
REPAIRS & REMOVE AERIAL from £29 


(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 2 rooms £80 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 3 rooms £99 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 4 rooms £120 


*FREE QUOTATION* *FREE ADVICE* *BEST PRICES* 


Appliance Repairs 


Fencing 


T&D FENCING 


I LOW PRICES! 

I HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
To AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 
' ^- 



S 0121-565 4533 


Fires and Fireplaces 


\We m specialise in :1 

^Gas/Electric Ovens and Hobsl 
• Washing M achine s and Dishwashers] 
^ »| HH * Fridges/Freezersl 
• Microwaves and Vacuum Cleaners j 

ALL MAKES COVERED] 


07795 115812D0121 532 5965 


PJC Construction 

General Builders 


• Over 35 years experience 

• Sandwell & Birmingham MBC approved 

• Free Quotations in all types of building work 

• Full Renovations, Extensions, Fitted Kitchens 
& Bathrooms including wet rooms 

• New windows & conservatories 

• Garden walling & patios 
Tel: 0121 429 5024 Mob: 07774 854601 

179 Balden Road, Harborne B32 2ES H <L-> ^ 

E: p_crook@sky.com www.pjc-construction.co.uk 



Electricians 


Mod-Cert 


• Complete rewires 

• Shower installations 

• Testing/Certs 

• Fuseboard upgrades 

• Security Alarms 

• Domestic/Commercial/Industrial 
Call now for a Free Quote 

Tel: 0121-533 9227 
24 HOUR 07733 344558 


f 


.ELCZ 


S' 


Reg EPP31405 


GOLDIE 

ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 


• Full/Part Rewires 

• Extra Lights and Sockets 

• Security Lighting 

• Garden Electrics 

• All electrical repairs 

FREE Quotes / No call out charge 
35 years experience 

Tel: 0121-553 7344 
L Mobilej_07866i804907j 


Ml electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: . ■ 


mbelectric. co.uk I 



MON,TUES,WEDS 10AM - 6PM THURS 10AM - 7PM 
FRI 10AM - 6PM SAT 9AM - 5PM SUN 10AM-3PM 

MAJORITY OF STOCK NOW REDUCED [q!e!e i||| 7 IpM 1 S 1 


HIGH STREET, PRINCES END, TIPTON DY4 9JF 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


Locksmiths 


AockRite 

local iKkimrtti a 

Security Services 

qg 



✓ lodi-oiMs, lost Key*. Broken locks 
/ Emergency lock 6 door opting 

✓ uPVC specialist 

✓ Kir* Cutting on situ 
/ Brituh tomnderd imoMmntm 

npprovpd lock* M%fd - BMUJ 

CHCCKCo l 8 


iOCiliH 
BUT CHABCtJ 


0121 564 0049 




Lock replacement from £25.00 

UPVC Door - Window Repair Specialist 
•Glass Replacement ‘Lock outs ‘Vehicle Entry 
Professional Locksmith Service 
Low Fixed Prices/No VAT 

07877 941019 

www.oldbury-smethwick-locksmith.co.uk 




To advertise your business and reach over 65,542 potential customers, 




Call us on... 

01902 319590 




Post to... 

Lisa Dandy, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
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Local Specialists;. 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 5561761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


P. A. Palmer 

Plasterer 

Covers the Whole 
of Sandwell 

Tel: 01384 250997 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Plumbing & Heating 


J.H. HEATING AND 
PLUMBING ^ 

• Central heating installation and repairs S&S 

' Bathrooms supplied and fitted or fitting only 208946 

• Kitchen installation 

• Tiling, replastering, carpentry and building work 

• Electrical work 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

Tel: 0121 502 6217 
Mobile: 07775 029452 

www.jhheatingandplumbing.com 


■ H 


@11 


OUSEHOLD- 

L U M B I N __ 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs /isinH 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes I 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 
fw.household-plumbing.co.u 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas - 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 


WTTTFW 


czn 


Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 


07964 997 945 
0121 557 5959 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 

f 


, MINI/MIDI i 
SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 



Specialists 


Roofing 


Rubbish Removal 




0 Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 

0 And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 

0 FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 


SILL. IV/SX-JOtt 
CD ED! T 

csx nos 

SX CCED EED 

Call Andy or Tommy Bromley on 0121-525 8870 
El 07956 308581 

Bromley Carpets is a Trade Mark Registered Company 

BEWLXKE OF IMMITM T/ONS 


NAJRAN DIRECT 


Building & Fencing Supplies 

Heavy Duty Lap Panels 

6x6 (fully framed) .£13.90 

6x5.£12.90 

6x4.£11.75 

6x3.£10.90 

Gravel Boards Patt/Plain £7.45 Cement £2.99 • Slabs from £1.80 
F/edge Panels 

6x6.£18.95 

6x5.£17.50 

6x4____£16.50 

6x3.£15.00 

10% OFF FOR TRADE ON FENCING MATERIALS 




IRocklSaltfAvailablei£3!99>25kq|baqB 


Tony's Guttering 
and Roofing 

Specialise in 

gutter cleaning and Repairs 
Search for us online to see our 
customer’s reviews 


077544 81530 - give us a call 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


DflD^C I ESI OVER 
HUB O I 20YEARS 

RUBBISH 

1 A CHEAP RUBBISH 
| REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

, Small Jobs 

■no problem*51 

I We load, 9, 

No Skips ft:—J 

I Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 

I Garage, Fridges, White 
1 Goods, House Clearances 

| 0121 5006033 

07938 207122 

L _____ J 




5 


Mobile 

Gas 

Heater 

Packages 


13kg Butane 
19kg Propane 
47kg Propane 
(Other sizes 

£85 available) 



ilfl r 

550781 


Any like for like quote beaten’ 


Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4LA 
Telephone: 0121 544 4286 Mobile: 07738 362501 


V OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Quote ref: SWCHRON J 


RAW GUTTERING 

and PLASTICS 

• Replacement Guttering, Clearing and Clearing. 

• Replacement and repair services are available. 

• Free Survey 

For a FREE no obligation quote, 
call Warren on 


FreeAds 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

and simply click the FreeAds icon 

NO INTERNET ACCESS? PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW 

(ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 

© Please note, if you wish to book an ad by phone, post or in person, e® 
there will be a standard charge of £3.00 per advert. |H 



To advertise your business and reach over 65,542 potential customers... 

n 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

_ 

E-mail us at... 

L.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Lisa Dandy Sandwell Chronide / Black Lake I 

Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
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Sinclair is 
looking to 
relaunch 
his career 

SCOTT SINCLAIR has his 
eyes fixed on a relaunch of 
his Albion career over the 
Christmas period in his bid 
to secure a Hawthorns 
future. 

The 24-year-old has been 
sidelined for two months 
since limping out of Albion’s 
best moment of the season 
so far, the defeat of Manches¬ 
ter United at Old Trafford. 

Sinclair’s position is 
further complicated by him 
approaching the halfway 
mark of an initial one- 
season loan from Manches¬ 
ter City - with the clubs set 
to decide on a permanent 
transfer next summer. 

He knows the pressure 
will be on in 2014 to clinch 
that deal but is focused 
solely on a successful come¬ 
back after his injury trouble. 

“I’ve been out for two 
months,” says the winger. “I 
had a very bad pull which I 
did at Manchester United 
but I’ve been getting back to 
100 per cent. 

“Hopefully I can be right 
for the weekend. 

“It was frustrating. I got 
my match fitness up playing 
a few games and I thought 
‘I’m back to my normal 
self”, he added. 

Ben Barker 
backforthe 
Brummies 

BIRMINGHAM Speedway 
will welcome back Ben 
Barker for the 2014 season. 

The club is delighted to 
welcome the rider back to 
Perry Barr where he is a firm 
favourite with supporters. 

Alan Phillips was in a jubi¬ 
lant mood after agreeing a 
new deal, supported by loyal 
sponsors BCTG. 

He said: “Ben is so 
popular at Birmingham, the 
fans love him and he’s a 
delight to deal with. It’s 
great to have him on board 
once again.” 

Barker, said he is thrilled 
to be on board for the 2014 
campaign. 

He said: “I love the club 
and have always enjoyed my 
time there so I’m just happy 
I’ll be back in 2014 and I’m 
looking forward to a big year. 

“I had a very up and down 
year last year, and if I’m 
honest I’m hoping for a lot 
better this year. 

“I’m going to work really 
hard to get everything put in 
place so I can hopefully do a 
lot better and be pushing my 
average up towards the 
number one spot.” 


Old rivals fight it out in 



Man of the match - Matt Dale 


Wednesbury RUFC 15 
Bloxwich RUFC 13 

WEDNESBURY entertained their 
old rivals Bloxwich, in what 
turned out to be not a very enter¬ 
taining game. 

Wednesbury weak in the pack 
but stronger around the field 
Bloxwich with a very strong pack 
and not much more so for large 
parts of the match they cancelled 
each other out. 

For most of the first half 
Bloxwich dominated in the pack 
but then squandered their advan¬ 
tage with repeated infringements. 

For most of the half both sides 
were pinned down in the midfield 
in what was a very poor game. 


Then with only a few minutes of 
the half remaining Wednesbury’s 
centre Mitch Grearly intercepted 
a Bloxwich pass, raced nearly half 
the length of the pitch he was 
tackled just before the try line but 
his momentum carried him over 
for the try, Tom Huggins con¬ 
verted. 

Then right on half time 
Bloxwich were awarded a scrum 
on the Wednesbury five metre line 
and with their superior pack 
pushed the home side over the try 
line then added the conversion to 
make the scores equal. 

The second half carried on in 
the same vein Bloxwich dominat¬ 
ing the scrum but squandering 


a dreary match 


their possession giving away 
penalties. 

Wednesbury regained the lead 
12 minutes into the second half, 
the visitors gave away another 
penalty Tom Huggins stepped up 
and converted. 

The game then carried on with a 
midfield slog neither side seeming 
able to take the advantage. With 
just ten minutes remaining 
Bloxwich were awarded a penalty 
which they converted to level the 
score. 

Within three minutes they took 
the lead with yet another penalty. 

This seemed to be the wake up 
call Wednesbury needed, they 
threw everything at the visitors. 


Deep into injury time Wednes¬ 
bury’ s fullback Craig Tilley 
received a pass on the halfway line 
and went on a run evading tackle 
after tackle then on the visitors 
five metre line he was tackled and 
brought to the ground but 
managed to get his pass away to 
Sam Ebanks who was following up 
behind him to finish off the move 
with a magnificent try, no conver¬ 
sion. 

Wednesbury’s next game on 
January 4 is away to Eccleshall 
with the kickoff 2.15pm. 

Coach Tom Huggins awarded 
his man of the match to Matt Dale 
in his first game of the season back 
after a shoulder injury. 


Nledel-ing on line puts 
the boot in for Clarke 


Cardiff 1 Albion 0 

BUT for the left boot of Gary Medel, 
Steve Clarke might still be in a job. 

In the 57th minute, with the game scoreless, 
Gareth McAuley fired at goal only to see his shot 
blocked on the line by the Chile midfielder. 

Eight minutes later Peter Whittingham thumped home 
the header which sent Cardiff above Albion in the table and 


Clarke hurtling towards the 
exit door. 

The Scot must have felt 
everything was conspiring 
against him when, in the 
closing minutes, David Mar¬ 
shall shifted his momentum 
in an instant to dive left and 
somehow claw a Shane Long 
header round the post. 

Earlier, Long was at the 
centre of the action when he 
tumbled under a clumsy 
challenge from Ben Turner. 
Howard Webb, the man who 
denied Clarke’s side what 
appeared a blatant penalty 
at Stoke a few weeks ago, 
again waved away the 
appeals. On such moments 
are games won and lost. On 
such moments are head 
coaches given the sack. 

In the first half Albion, 
were unadventurous, lacked 
pace on the break and failed 
to register a goal-scoring 
attempt of note. 

McAuley’s chance aside, 
they only really clicked into 
gear when they fell a goal 
behind. Even then, Mar¬ 
shall’s wonder save off Long 
was his first real action. 

Opposite number Boaz 
Myhill also had little to do in 
a match which, for large 
part, was lacking in quality. 
But in contrast to Albion, 


Football 


Cardiff buzzed around from 
the first whistle, laying siege 
to the visiting goal in the 
opening minutes. 

The Baggies might have 
weathered the storm but it 
was always the hosts who 
looked more incisive. 

For Albion, Long ran 
himself into the ground and 
his subsequent substitution, 
seconds after Marshall’s 
save, raised eyebrows. But 
across the rest of the attack¬ 
ing line, things were less 
positive. 

Morgan Amalfitano blew 
hot and cold, while skipper 
Chris Brunt failed to impose 
himself and his set piece 
delivery left a lot to be 
desired. Most disappointing 
of all was Stephane Sesseg- 
non, who aside from a couple 
of efforts from distance 
which sailed off target strug¬ 
gled to make an impact. 

The irony of Peter 
Odemwingie being on the 
opposing side in Clarke’s 
final game has of course 
been lost on no-one. While 
the Nigeria international 
hardly gave a vintage per¬ 
formance, he did have a 
spark which Albion lacked. 


Gareth McAuley on the rise against Cardiff 


Former Albion man Peter Odemwingie on the ball 




Saido is 
facing a 
hefty fine 
for tweet 

YOUNG striker Saido 
Berahino faces a hefty fine 
from Albion after publishing 
an offensive tweet in the 
wake of Steve Clarke’s 
sacking. 

The 20-year-old forward 
sent out the tweet including 
two swear words before later 
claiming it was unrelated to 
Clarke and bizarrely 
blaming his anger on a punc¬ 
ture. 

The Baggies appear to 
have accepted Berahino’s 
explanation but he is still 
expected to be disciplined by 
the club as the nature of the 
tweet represented a clear 
breach of club discipline. 

The original tweet, which 
appeared just over an hour 
after Clarke’s departure was 
confirmed, read: “Wow i 
cant believe it, thats f*****g 
s***!!!!” 

The England Under-21 
international, who figured 
as a substitute in Clarke’s 
final game in charge at 
Cardiff on Saturday, soon 
deleted the message and 
tweeted: “By the way I apol¬ 
ogise for my last tweet. 

“This was related to a per¬ 
sonal issue and nothing else. 
Please don’t take the wrong 
way.” 

Foster is on 
for return to 
first squad 

GOALKEEPER Ben Foster 
has handed Albion’s stand- 
in management team a 
welcome boost by returning 
to action after a three- 
month injury lay-off. 

The England interna¬ 
tional played 45 minutes for 
the Baggies’ under-21s in 
the 2-0 defeat to Manchester 
City at The Hawthorns. 

The 30-year-old had not 
played since suffering a 
stress fracture to his foot in 
the goalless draw at Everton 
- Albion’s second game of 
the season - on August 24. 

Wales international Boaz 
Myhill has deputised since 
but Foster returned to full 
training around a fortnight 
ago and has now moved a 
step closer to a possible first- 
team return. 

He was watched from the 
stands at the weekend by 
caretaker boss Keith 
Downing and goalkeeping 
coach Dean Kiely and will 
hope to return to first-team 
contention in time to help 
the duo - or their long-term 
successor - during the 
Christmas programme. 
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Saido faces fine 

Player disciplined over 
tweet following sacking 

Page 35 


Old rivals 

Close battle in 
a dreary contest 

Page 35 




Sports Desk 01902 319531 


e-mail: chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


An ill wind 
blows no 
good for 
visitors 

Coventry Sphinx 2 
Tipton Town 0 

A BITING gale force west¬ 
erly wind blew incessantly 
but Sphinx adapted to the 
conditions the better of the 
two sides and it was Tipton 
who were made to feel the 
chill. 

The home side opened 
their account with a stun¬ 
ning strike by Ash Wilkes 
who, with the gale at his 
back, launched a spectacular 
volley from near the right 
touchline to beat Pember¬ 
ton. 

Tipton resumed after the 
break with the wind at their 
backs, but their hopes nose¬ 
dived when they fell 2-0 
down in the 50th minute. 

Their defence got pulled 
out of position and Kiam 
Gladins drove the ball home. 

Thereafter, Connor Gator 
responded for the visitors 
with a goalworthy effort 
turned aside with difficulty 
by Carl O’Neill. 

Lee Wherton excelled in 
the 71st minute, launching a 
ball-winning tackle on 
Wilkes as Sphinx pressed. 

Sphinx went desperately 
close to a third goal seven 
minutes from time when 
substitute Aden Moore cut 
in from the left wing and 
arrowed his drive only just 
wide of the visitors’ post. 

In the final moments 
Danny Ashton twice went 
close for Tipton, lobbing just 
over the top following a 
corner kick and seconds 
later firing inches wide. 

Warning on 
festive fails 

ALBION stalwart Steven 
Reid has warned Christmas 
will define the Baggies’ 
season even before the 
arrival of a new head coach. 

The Hawthorns hierarchy 
is sifting through the candi¬ 
dates after sacking Steve 
Clarke on Saturday. 

But caretaker boss Keith 
Downing could be in charge 
for at least some of the 
festive period and defender 
Reid believes the games 
against Hull, Tottenham 
and West Ham could be vital. 

“It will define our 
season,” said Reid. “There 
are games we think we can 
get results from. We want to 
make sure we start the new 
year in a positive frame of 
mind and a positive place in 
the table. 

“There are so many 
games coming up quickly so 
hopefully we can be nearer 
to the top of the table than 
the bottom. It’s massive. If 
you don’t start getting 
results.” 


Loss of identity led to Clarke's sacking 



Steve Clarke - sacked 


STEVE CLARKE can call on some 
high-powered testimonials as to the 
quality of his work. 

Five-star managers, former and 
current internationals - all have 
been unanimous about Clarke’s 
abilities, certainly as a coach. 

But the axe has fallen in support 
of one of the game’s oldest adages. 
All teams eventually assume the 
personality of the man at the helm 
and under their quiet and undemon¬ 
strative head coach, Albion had 
become anonymous. 

Like the names Clarke can put on 


Football 


his cy the Baggies have an impres¬ 
sive roster, by easy consent their 
most impressive of the Premier 
League era. 

But they have become neither one 
thing nor the other in a year of deep¬ 
ening decline; all the glitter is on 
paper when it needs to be on the 
pitch. 

After one-and-a-half seasons, it is 
difficult to know what Clarke’s 
Albion stand for, what their identity 
is. He certainly never seemed to 


settle on a best team. They have an 
array of attacking weaponry, but 
struggle to score goals. The stylish, 
possession-based passing football 
now comes only in fits and starts. 

A defence that was the basis of his 
predecessor’s success, has lost its 
certainty. Albion don’t surrender 
meekly, but neither do they take 
games by the scruff of the neck. 

In the eyes of supporters, Clarke 
was a reactive manager and not pro¬ 
active, a man who seemed to 
approach games making sure he 
didn’t lose it before he tried to win it. 


There have been times in the 
club’s Premier League story when 
that would have been acceptable - 
but not when he has such an impres¬ 
sive array of offensive talent at his 
disposal. 

All of this has combined to cost 
him his place and when the brutality 
of the moment has passed the 50- 
year-old Scot with the blue chip con¬ 
tacts book may view his first spell in 
charge as a missed opportunity. 

He wanted to preach caution still 
when The Hawthorns was primed 
for greater adventure. 


PELLEGRINO IN THE 
HAT FOR ALBION JOB 


FORMER Liverpool coach Mauricio 
Pellegrino has emerged as a con¬ 
tender to replace Steve Clarke after 
Albion made contact with Martin Jol 
and Andre Villas-Boas. 

The Baggies have begun sounding out possible 
candidates via agents with former Tottenham 


bosses Jol and Villas- 
Boas believed to be 
among the first men 
assessed. 



Mauricio Pellegrino 


And German coach Ralf 
Rangnick, who almost 
landed the job ahead of 
Clarke in 2012, is expected 
to be considered again. 

Former Argentina inter¬ 
national Pellegrino is also 
understood to be on the list 
of coaches the Baggies plan 
to speak to as they sift 
through their options at 
home and abroad. 

The 42-year-old former 
centre-back coached under 
Rafa Benitez at Liverpool 
and Inter Milan before 
launching his own manage¬ 
rial career, taking charge of 
Valencia briefly and then 
moving to current club 
Estudiantes. 


Football 


Albion seem unlikely to 
make a swift appointment 
with caretaker boss Keith 
Downing expected to take 
charge against Hull on Sat¬ 
urday and possibly keep the 
reins into the Christmas 
programme. 

The Baggies hierarchy are 
currently taking early 
soundings from representa¬ 
tives of possible candidates, 
with the newly out-of-work 
pair of Jol and Villas-Boas 
among the easier figures to 
contact as both are now 
available to speak without 
the need for permission. 

Face-to-face meetings 
with leading contenders are 
expected to be held over the 
coming days at Albion’s 
London office near Mayfair. 

Pellegrino is currently 
employed in his homeland 
and permission would be 
needed from Estudiantes 
for talks, meaning he is 
unlikely to be among the 
first men to be spoken to. He 
left Valencia after a brief 
spell in charge. 

His Estudiantes side are 
currently ninth in the 
Argentine Primera Divi¬ 
sion. 

Albion are expected to 
make contact with repre¬ 
sentatives of a host of 
coaches including Gian¬ 
franco Zola. 



Baggies misery goes on with defeat in Wales 


Peter Whittingham scores the winner in Cardiff to seal Steve Clarke’s fate - full match report inside. 


There are 
regrets 
- Clarke 

SACKED boss Steve Clarke 
spoke of his “deep regret” at 
losing his job at Albion as the 
club stepped up the hunt for 
his replacement. 

The Scot was fired on Sat¬ 
urday after 18 months in 
charge and gave his reaction 
through the League Man¬ 
agers’ Association. Clarke 
said: “I believe I have unfin¬ 
ished business at West 
Bromwich Albion, so it is 
with deep regret that I was 
relieved of duties as head 
coach. 

“I could not have been 
better prepared for my first 
job in management after 
over 14 years coaching expe¬ 
rience learning from some of 
the great managers. 

“It was a challenge to 
succeed Roy Hodgson... after 
he guided the club to a 10th 
place finish in 2011-12, after 
securing their Premier 
League status the year 
before. It goes without 
saying that I was extremely 
proud to have built on that 
achievement by securing the 
club’s highest-ever finish in 
the Premier League and for 
over 30 years. 

“It has been an honour to 
manage this club and I 
would like to thank the staff 
who have assisted me as well 
as the fans who have been 
tremendous throughout,” 
he added. 

NIK Dons damage 
Wolves'chances 

Wolves 0 MK Dons 2 

BACK-TO-BACK defeats 
without scoring has at least 
loosened the nuts on Wolves’ 
promotion bandwagon a 
little, if not seen the wheels 
come off. 

Patrick Bamford’s goal on 
the half hour shattered the 
flimsy platform Wolves’ 
half-hearted shots had 
created and Ben Reeves fin¬ 
ished thejob. 


The Chronicle, a Midland 
News Association Ltd 
publication, printed 
by the company at 
Ketley, Telford. Thursday, 
December 19, 2013. 



Providing personal care and support to the people 
of Tipton and surrounding areas 

Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to anyone who would like to join 
our company as care workers to meet our ever increasing client list: 


Tipton, Wednesbury, West Bromwich, Dudley & now covering Great Bari 


I 

I 


0121 557 3649 

(9am-5pm) 

Mobile: 07889 018517 
Fax: 0121 557 6080 

Tipton 
Home Care 
Limited 

































